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Classmate Remembers John Paul 11
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Young Wojtyta Was Already a Man of Prayer
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By Chiara Santomiero
ROME, MAY 8, 2011 (Zenit.erg) - "lt was August
of 1944. When the uprising in Warsaw against
the Nazis began, Cardinal Sapieha decided
to gather the students in the archbishop's
residence. That was the first time that 1 met Karol
Wojtyta."
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Monsignor Kazimierz Suder reads the memories
recorded in tiny script on the white pages before
him with a calm voice. On the other side of the
table, like students awaiting an exam, were the
journalists who had come to Krakow to meet
the sole surviving member of the group of eight
young men who made up the clandestine seminary organized during the German
occupation of Poland by the indomitable archbishop of Krakow, Adamo Sapieha, the
city's last prince-archbishop.
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"During the Nazi occupation," Monsignor Suder explained, "when a man expressed
to the cardinal an intention to become a priest, the cardinal told him what to study at
home in secret. None of us knew the others."
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This was a necessary measure after the Nazis found five young men staying in
the seminary that they had closed; they arrested and shot them, while others were
deported to Auschwitz. After this Cardinal Sapieha took the seminary underground.
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Listening
On the wall behind the elderly priest hung a portrait of Karol Wojtyta in a thoughtful
mood, with his chin resting on his hand. From the windows of the room there is
a view of the Mariacka Basilica where 50 years ago he carried out his work as a
spiritual director.
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"The image of Karol on that August day is still much impressed on my memory,"
Monsignor Suder said. "He had a white shirt and pants made of thick material with
wooden clogs on his feet. A scar was evident on his forehead. Afterward, 1 found out
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that he had been hit by a truck. "
"He was a good companion ," he recalled. "He didn 't have problems with
communication." Wojtyta was "modest in speaking insofar as he preferred to listen;
he gave his opinion on issues but he didn 't impose it, he tried to understand the
other person; he never lied."
The young Wojtyta lent out his notes -- each page of his notebooks marked with the
initials of Jesus and Mary -- and he gladly helped friends with their studies, but not
with exams. In response to one companion who asked for the answers during a test
he said: "Focus for a moment, ask the Holy Spirit and then try to give the answers
yourself."
"He had a serene gaze," Monsignor Suder continued, "and a sense of humor; he
liked listening to jokes."
"After the failure of the Warsaw uprising, the priests who had to flee the city carne
to the archbishop's residence and we gave them our rooms and all slept together in
the cardinal's audience room , where we also had classes. "

Turning again to the photo of his old classmate, whose smiling face now has hung
from the loggia of St. Peter's Basilica, he admitted with humility: "I never succeeded
in achieving the concentration that he had in prayer."
On to Rome

Wojtyta was ordained a priest on Nov. 1, 1946. On
the following day he celebrated his first Mass in
the Chapel of St. Leonard in the Wawel Cathedral
and on Nov. 10 in the parish of Wadowice.
"In the same week, " Monsignor Suder noted ,
"Karol left for Rome for the doctorate, after only
two years of study in the seminary."
The great adventure that would contribute to
changing the history of his country and the world
had begun.

This period of very clase common life that continued until the Russians arrived in
1945 brought many of the young men clase together. "I knew that he was born in
Wadovice, that he had come to Krakow with his father after all of his fam ily died and
that after his father, too, died in 1941, he decided that the purpose of his life was the
priesthood."
Suffering

Another characteristic of the young Wojtyta that remained alive in the memory of
his classmate was "sensitivity to human suffering. He gave the poor everything he
received but with great discretion so as not to make a show of his generosity."
"Above all ," Suder added, "he had the gift of knowing how to pray. " He almost
always prayed on his knees with the rosary in his hands and the Carmelite scapular
about his neck. "He didn't separate the study of theology from prayer; for him it was
all one. After night prayer he would remain in the chapel with the theology manual
or the notebook. Connecting study with prayer and vice versa was one of his
characteristics."
The monsignor also spoke of how the young men would see Cardinal Sapieha -- a
proud opponent of the Nazis and support of the Polish resistance -- prone on the
floor in prayer with his arms extended in the form of a cross.
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Nurse Remembers John Paul ll's Last Day
Says He Took on the Cross of Everyone Who Suffers
By Mariaelena Finessi
ROME , MAY 1, 2011 (Zenit.erg) - "They
called me in the late morning. 1 hurried
because 1was afraid that 1would not arrive
in time. lnstead he was waiting for me. 'Good
morning, Holiness, it's sunny today,' 1 said
to him immediately because it was what he
liked to hear when he was in the hospital."
This is how Rita Megliorin, former head nurse
of the recovery ward at Rome's Gemelli
Polyclinic, remembers the morning of April 2
when she was called to the papal apartment,
to the sickbed of John Paul 11 , as he was
dying.
Megliorin made her remarks Friday to reporters at Rome's University of the Holy
Cross.
"I didn't think that he would recognize me. He looked at me. lt wasn 't that inquiring
look that he used to have when he wanted to know immediately how his health was.
lt was a sweet gaze, which touched me," she recounted. "I felt the need to put my
head on his hand, 1allowed myself the luxury of receiving his last caress, laying his
powerless hand on my face while he fixed his eyes upon the picture of the suffering
Christ that hung on the wall in front of his bed."
Hearing the increasing volume of the singing, prayers, and acclamations of the
young people in St. Peter's Square the nurse asked the Pope's secretary, Cardinal
Stanislaw Dziwisz, if the noise didn't bother the Pope. "But he, taking me to the
window, said : 'Rita, those are the children who have come to greet the father.'"
Light
Megliorin first met the Pope at Gemelli in January 2005. Coming to work one day,
and not thinking about the Pope being there, she said that she was told to make
haste to the 1Oth floor because there was "an important patient."
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"Think," she said, "of a place where there is no space and where there is no time,
and think only of a lot of light." This is what it was like being with John Paul 11.
"During those months, every morning 1 carne into the room to find him already
awake because he had already been praying since 3. 1would open the blinds and
say 'Good morning, Holiness, it's sunny today. ' He would turn to me and bless me.
1 would kneel and he would touch my face ." This was the ritual that started the
Holy Father's days. "Beyond that 1was an inflexible nurse and he was an inflexible
patient. He wanted to be updated on everything , the sickness, its gravity. lf he
didn't understand , he would give me a look that suggested a request for a better
explanation."
"He never ceased to study man's problems. 1remember the books on genetics, for
example, that he consulted and studied attentively, even in the condition that he was
in." "Every day," she explained, "he told us [that] 'every problem has a solution.'"
"And like every father he had a love for the weakest. For example, at WYD in Rome
at Tor Vergata, he greeted the kids who were in the back, thinking that they weren 't
able to see much. In the hospital, too, he occupied himself with unimportant people
and not with the great professors, he asked about their families, if they had children
at home."
"The Pope endured what were perhaps the most difficult moments at the Polyclinic,"
she observed , but added that "helping the sick is a gift, at least for those who
believe in God. But it is a singular experience for non-believers too. "
Better today
Asked whether any particular film about the lite of Wojtyla corresponded to what
really went on in his dying moments, she responded with the question of whether
anyone in the room had held a dying parent in their arms. "I can 't answer," she said
reluctantly. "Whoever hasn 't experienced it can't understand."
Another reporter asked whether death was a relief. "Death is never a relief," she
replied . "As a nurse, 1can only say that there is a limit to care beyond which it
becomes heroic."
John Paul 11 , "in the last moment of his lite," Megliorin concluded, "took up his cross,
taking on not just his own [cross] but that of ali those who suffer. He did it with the
joy that is born of the hope of believing in a better tomorrow. In fact, 1think that for
him it was already the hope in a better today."
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Reading Saint Josemaria in Hong Kong
Lucia, a young mother and former bank executive in Hong Kong, has
organized numerous book sales for the writings of Saint Josemaría at
parishes all around the city.
August 29, 2011

Here in Hong Kong we wanted to help more
people to get to know St. Josemaría and
Opus Dei. So we decided to offer people the
chance to read the books of St. Josemaría in
Chinese.
The diocese of Hong Kong has declared this
year the Year of the Laity, and we thought
that book sales at parishes would help
lay Catholics read more spiritual books, in
particular, the books written by St. Josemaría.
These books have been an inspiration for me,
and 1 have always thought they should be
best-sellers at book shops and can benefit all
the Catholics of Hong Kong as well.
The first book sale took place on January 9, 2011 , a date chosen by the parish
priest. 1 learned only later that this date is the birthday of St. Josemaría. What a
wonderful coincidence! Since then, we have had many more book sales.
From my experience, each book sale is slightly different. 1must say that 1learned
a lot from these experiences. Each time 1went to a parish church for a book sale, 1
would visit the tabernacle and say a little prayer and ask St. Josemaría to intercede
for us.
Sorne parishioners would ask me to recommend books for their spiritual reading.
Sorne would buy them as gifts for their friends, their children or for special
occasions, such as baptisms, as there are quite a number of adult baptisms here.
For the kids, the book 'Yes' is the most popular, and for younger kids, the comic
book about St. Josemaría seems appealing. In sorne parishes, the Way of the
Cross is popular, while in other places, the books on parenting sell more.

personally 1find The Way easy to sell. 1just need to mention the millions of copies
that have been sold and that the book has been
translated into 37 languages. These facts usually
quickly result in a sale.
The customers also spend time in sharing their
experiences with us. Quite a few tell us that they
have a lot of spiritual books at home, but they don't
have time to read them. Doesn 't this sound familiar?
Other customers told us that they found spiritual
books very boring . Well , 1 have encountered this
before, because sorne books really are "heavy" and
not that easy for a lay person to swallow. We hope
to have more books that are 'user-friendly. ' That is
Lucia Kwong , a former why we try to provide these books through Spring
bank executive , put her Publications.
entrepreneurial ski/Is to work
distributing books of St .
Josemaría.

Sorne customers ask us questions about Opus
Dei and our founder. A few ask about the dates of
retreats and about the doctrine classes. 1 am more
than happy to respond to all these questions.
1 also see the enthusiasm of those
who volunteer to help us in the sales
booth. The volunteers are faithful of the
Prelature of Opus Dei, or cooperators
or other friends. 1can see that they are
eager to help, and they often offer to
speak to priests of other parishes in
order for us to hold book sales there.
Through this initiative , people have
been brought closer together. One
customer told us that she posted on her
Facebook account the books that she
bought and a few friends ordered sorne of them through her. We are thrilled to hear
about such requests, knowing that the sale does not end there, but continues as
more people read the books through their friends.

Nevertheless, we always find that The Way is a "best-seller" in many parishes. And

1guess it is like what St. Josemaría said in The Way (point no. 831 ): we are like the
stone that falls into the lake and that "produces a first ripple ... and then another and
another .. . each time wider. "
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How to become holy in everyday things

Life becomes simpler when we pray

Wei Zhang is Chinese, and is studying in Germany

Zhonghua, Chinese student in Germany

August 18, 2011

September 16, 2011

Wei Zhang talks about how St Jase maria 's message is a path far many people
to find God whi/e living in society, by trying to be better every day.

Zhonghua Wang is trom Beijing and studies
in Germany. She tells how she comes to be
baptized by Pope Benedict XVI in Rome,
during the Easter Vigil, 2011 .

My name's Wei Zhang, 1 come from
Beijing in China, and l'm studying History
of Art in Germany, in Trier. 1 was baptized
four years ago. For me that was a key
moment in my life. 1 learned about the
Catholic faith from an ltalian friend. He
also told me about Opus Dei.
The message of Opus Dei, which God
showed to St Josemaria, that we can
become holy in everyday life, had a big effect on me . That was the divine
inspiration that produced Opus Dei , a path that many men and women can
follow, people who live and work in society, and try to be better every day
through our work.
The message passed on
to us by St Josemaria
shows us how, through
work, through everyday
life, we can seek for
perfection. lt shows us
clearly how to become
holy in everyday things,
keeping this ideal always
befare our eyes and trying
to live up to it.
At Piazza Navona, Rome

1 am Zhonghua Wang from Beijing, China.
l'm currently studying in Germany. 1 met
the Catholic faith through my best friend .
After that encounter, especially after finding
the Catholic faith and Opus Dei , my lite
changed drastically.

Because for us lite is very difficult sometimes in a foreign country,
living in a strange place. We find very many obstacles, much more than other
people. Especially the language, loneliness, being far away from our families.
But 1 have found a
way after getting
to know about St
Josemaria. Many socalled difficulties can
be overcome through
prayer. Prayer for me is
a dialogue with myself
and above ali with
God. lt's not only about
getting what we want
through our prayers ,
but rather about our lite
being simplified through
praying. In other words, the road we travel becomes clearer.
1 am very grateful for the spiritual support of Saint Josemaria through prayer. 1 am
really happy that this Saturday l'm going to be baptized a Catholic. Thank you very
much, Saint Josemaria!
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Reprinted below is a full review by Dwight Duncan from "The Pilot," the
newspaper of the Archdiocese of Boston.

A Joyful Warrior for Life
Ruth Pakaluk, a mother of six, pro-life leader and Catholic convert, died
from breast cancer at the age of 41. A recently published book gives a
glimpse into her short but fruitful life.
September 06, 2011
"The Appalling Strangeness of the Merey of God: The Story of Ruth Pakaluk,''
edited by Michael Pakaluk. Published by lgnatius Press.
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Ruth , a supernumerary member of Opus
Dei, died from breast cancer at the age
of 41 . "The Appalling Strangeness of the
Merey of God ," published by lgnatius
Press and edited by her husband
Michael, is a collection of Ruth's letters that
show her intelligence, deep faith and joyful
spirit. The book concludes with several
talks she gave for cooperators of Opus Dei.
The book has an introduction by
philosopher Peter Kreef . He writes,
"In this book you will meet a truly
wonderful person. There are few things
in life more precious than that. 1 invite
you to meet a warrior for life whose
pen is mightier than death's sword ."

"The Appalling Strangeness of the Merey
of God: The Story of Ruth Pakaluk,"
edited by Michael Pakaluk. Published by
lgnatius Press.

Author Michael Novak also praised the
book highly: "I have never read a more
beautiful and touching book -- a book about
a joyous life and overpowering death, and
grief and joy."

"Radiating joy amidst the screaming kids"
Dwight G. Duncan
Boston Pilot, April 22, 2011

Ruth Paka/uk died of metastatic breast cancer in 1998 at the youthful age of 41 .
She had seven children (one of whom died of sudden infant death syndrome), and
was married to Michael Pakaluk, professor of phi/osophy at Ave Maria University (and
co/umnist for The Boston Pilot). lgnatius Press has just published a magnificent
volume of her letters and talks entitled "The Appal/ing Strangeness of the Merey of
God," edited with a biographical overview and notes by Michael.
One might think that her life, marked by the untimely deaths of her son
Thomas , followed by her own , was tragic. Actually, it is more a divine
comedy that has a happy ending , manifesting "the appalling strangeness of
the merey of God,'' one of her favorite lines from a Graham Greene novel.
This is because, as Michael documents in his introduction, Ruth's life was one of
continua! conversion and joy amidst the ups and downs of daily life. She showed ''the
greatest love in the smallest things,'' as Pope Benedict recently said of St. Therese
of the Child Jesus. Gifted with a great sense of humor, a powerful and penetrating
intellect, and a dynamite writing style, Ruth reminds me of Flannery O'Connor, the
great American writer whom Thomas Merton compared to Sophocles.
Okay, l'm biased. 1 knew Ruth the last ten years of her life, and have always been
close to Michael and the Pakaluks. Ruth, Michael and 1 were all active in Opus Dei
as well as the pro-life movement, and we all had Harvard bachelor's degrees. Funny
to think of Ruth (or Michael, for that matter) as a bachelor of anything, since they
got married as undergrads. Ruth went on to serve as president of Massachusetts
Citizens for Life for a number of years, as if being a mother and homemaker didn't
give her enough to do.
Here's Ruth giving a talk on Plan of Life, "a schedule or a system for working prayer
and other aspects of the spiritual life into your daily routine": "The love God is really
looking for, the love that is true and that counts, is the love of ten thousand mornings
of getting up, being cheerful , listening to the kids when they come in from school like
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a thundering herd of elephants, and smiling at your husband when he comes in from
work and refraining from rehearsing ali the horrors of your day. lt is these countless,
repeated acts of self-denial that makes love deepen and grow."

Favors granted through the intercession of
St. Josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer

In a letter to a friend dated Sept. 18, 1993, she wrote: "I understand completely the
relief you felt at the end of the day. Mothers long for the same every day starting at
about 4:00 p.m. My friend Katy and 1 call it the Arsenic Hour (it's either you or them,
but someone's going to get it in the tea).

Sleeping normally again

"However, we somehow drag ourselves through it , through dinner, through the
bedtime bedlam, then collapse at the close of the day after maybe writing a letter
(like this one) or reading a chapter or two. But it is a great lite. As far as 1 can make
out, everyone has the burden of finding a large part of the day a grind. Just because
you experience this in a business suit does not make it more pleasant. In fact, it
seems to me to make it less pleasant, because business suits are uncomfortable. A
surprising number of people find the money they make adequate compensation for
this experience of drudgery. 1 don't think 1 would.
"Housewives have lots of physical work and drudgery and the psychological ly
difficult task of listening to children fight, cry, and whine. But we have more free time
to think our own thoughts and converse with our friends than most people ever do. 1
cannot picture a job that would be more appealing to me than this."
The pope could easily have been explaining Ruth when he said earlier this week:
"Christian holiness is none other than charity, fully experienced." However, in order
that charity might, "like a good seed, grow in the soul and there bear fruit, the faithful
must listen gladly to the Word of God and, by its grace, carry out His will through
their works, participate frequently in the sacraments, above ali the Eucharist and the
Holy Liturgy; they must constantly apply themselves in prayer, in the abnegation of
their selves, in the active service of their brothers and in the exercise of every virtue"
(Pope Benedict XVI, general audience of April 13, 2011 ).
Get this book. Read this book. lt couldn 't be more timely: A Hollywood movie out
next month entitled "There Be Dragons" depicts the origins of Opus Dei in the early
years of St. Josemaria Escriva, its founder. Ruth 's story is likewise one of holiness,
extraordinary virtue, lived amidst ordinary concerns in modern America . Her
story, though practically here and now, is nonetheless timeless and radiant. To be
continued ...

Dwight G. Duncan is professor at UMass Schoo/ of Law Dartmouth. He holds
degrees in both civil and canon law.
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G. V., ltaly
September 8, 2011
1 have written to your website several
times in the past asking for urgent prayers
through St Josemaria 's intercession.
Now l'm writing to express my thanks.

In 2006 1 was diagnosed with cancer of the colon and given just a few
months to live. At that point 1 met someone in Opus Dei who gave me
a prayercard with a photo of St Josemaria and a prayer on the back to
request favors . 1 prayed it for two years and l'm still alive, though rather
weakened. The PET-CT sean showed a positive response to the tumor.
The St Josemaria prayer helped me to keep up my plan of life and not abandon
it even during episodes of the worst pain. lnsomnia meant that the night was a
good time far prayer. Later on St Josemaria helped me to cut down and then stop
using morphine. To my doctor's great surprise 1 ceased to need it after just two
days. Through our dear Saint, 1 began sleeping normally again without the help of
sleeping pills, just taking one tablet far blood-pressure in the evenings instead of the
mornings. 1 have done without benzodiazepine for two years now, after forty years
of chronic insomnia which did not respond to any medication. 1 have to say that this
experience has helped me especially not to
leave aside my daily meditation, and 1 make
it before the Tabernacle whenever possible.

,.._

Sorne days ago 1 asked far prayers for
an unborn baby whose parents were
told he might have Down Syndrome. lt
is my son 's fourth child; he has been
married for five years . Every calamity
seemed to be falling on us , since
not long ago we lost our twenty-four-
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year-old daughter who was mentally disabled. Three days ago 1 heard that
the last checks showed the baby has definitely not got Down Syndrome.
Finally, 1would like to ask our dear intercessor, St Josemaria, to help me lose the
ten kilos weight 1have gained during all the above events. Thank you.

Two miracles in one week
Macau, China
September 3, 2011
1 am a fresh graduate who have been
seeking for my first job recently. The
process has been frustrating since 1
have a medical condition which may
hinder me to get a job. Severa! failures
\
in job application have made me
lose hope and sometimes envy other
people's normal lite. However thanks to
my girlfriend's encouragement 1 have
begun to seek the intercession of St. Josemaría for finding a job. 1 kept
praying to St. Josemaría and asking for his intercession to help me to
get a suitable job so that 1 can start to contribute financially to my family.

Job!

Two days later 1 received an offer from a bank and the bank asked me to do a
pre-employment medical check-up. At that time 1 realized the power of praying
the novena of the prayer card of St. Josemaría and kept praying it befare
breakfast every day. A few days later the human resource officer called me
again and said they needed to study my case further because of the result of
the medica! check-up. At that time 1 was frustrated but 1 trusted my girlfriend
and St. Josemaría. Hence 1 continued to pray to him. Finally two miracles
happened last week. The doctor told me that there is antibody developing
in my body and that my medica! condition is improving. Furthermore 1 was
accepted by the company. This is one of the sensational moments in my lite!
1 would like to sincerely thank St. Josemaría for helping me to realize the
importance of prayer and restoring my hope. Thank you my Lord for letting me
know your faithful servant St. Josemaría who has been instrumental in my receiving
the gifted Catholic faith and for this specific favor granted through St. Josemaría.
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True wisdom and holiness
L.M.
September 2, 2011
1recently lost a job 1had held for many years where 1was making a good salary. My
wife showed me the Novena for Work and 1prayed it. 1received several interviews
and have an offer to start a new career at a higher salary with comparable if not
better benefits. My time out of work was one and a half months. For me faith in God
and the intercession of Saint Josemaría were keys in obtaining this new job. 1will
continue reciting and meditating the words of the Novena for there is true wisdom
and holiness in those words.

A Favor in two parts
M.M.V.G., Spain
October 1, 2011
1have many favors to thank God for through St Josemaria's intercession. Here's the
most recent one. 1 am diabetic and after severa! episodes that looked like angina
and heart irregularity 1 was given a provisional diagnosis of intramural coronary
hematoma.
The doctors said they would carry out a cardiac catheterism and put in a stent.
1 prayed for this intention to St Josemaria and put the prayer-card with a relic of
his over my heart. They did sorne preliminary tests but then did nothing further,
because, the doctor told me, 1have coronary arteries like a child's. 1would like to
thank everyone who prayed for me through St Josemaria's intercession for this
favorable outcome.
Second part
1just sent you a favor granted me by St Josemaria regarding having a coronary
stent. 1forgot to say that when 1was praying in the morning of Monday September 5,
with no idea of what was waiting for me that day, 1was deeply struck by a point from
The Forge, no. 529:
"Jesus, 1put myself trustingly in Your arms, hiding my head on Your loving breast,
my heart touching Yours: 1want what You want, in everything."
That was at 9 in the morning, and by 10.48 1was in hospital. For the whole of that
time, and during surgery, that point from The Forge was a great comfort to me.
Thank you!
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What saintly patience he's had with me!

P.L.G., Spain
July 30, 2011
1 was an atheist until 1 discovered God
three years ago, and it's the best thing
that ever happened to me. St Josemaria
also surprised me by his endless kindness
towards me, given that in my unbelieving
period 1 doubted him too . (... ) My friends
just can't believe the way l've changed .
(... ) 1 would like to ask anyone who reads
this message to remember to pray for
me through St Josemaria's intercession,
because l'm looking for a job. He is such a beautiful person, l'm sure he was very
close to God. Ali 1can say is, hooray for St Josemaria! (And what saintly patience
he's had with me!)
A short time ago 1went into a church and by chance found a leaflet about him, and
1was incredibly happy toread the beautiful things he taught. l'm just amazed. What
humility! What a great capacity for forgiveness and for struggling! 1can't find words
to express it. Actually 1can - What a great capacity for loving! What unconditional
love! Ali 1want is for people who have turned away from God like me, to discover
the real gift involved in having God (and St Josemaria) as their guide. Thank you
very much. Remember me in your prayers, and God bless you!

his picture, was suffering insults just like me. And in sorne way he was at my side
through his torn prayer-card at those difficult times 1was going through. At that point
1prayed to him to help me to find a better place, in my field of work, and four months
later 1found one. THANK-YOU , SAINT JOSEMARIA, FOR BEING WITH ME!
More than receiving extra help

P.M. , Macau
July 26, 2011
1 was looking for extra help in the
Language Centre in Macau where 1
work. Every year in July and August
is busy with intensive English
courses, so , we need an extra help
in cleaning . The lady who cleans
regularly in our school was helping
me to look for another person, and
she asked 3 to 4 persons, but they
were not available. 1was also looking
but not successful. lt was already
Ju ne, and it was getting busier.
The cleaning lady and 1agreed that we pray to St Josemaría. She even commented :
"For su re, when we pray to him, we will find someone". Then, 1told her that 1will try
asking a lady whom 1see in the church where 1attended Mass.
Actually, two weeks before that, 1had brief conversations with this lady after Mass
and l learned that she was also doing cleaning services in other places( ... ). Since 1
did not know her well, 1was not confident to ask her to clean in our school. But with
St Josemaría, it was a matter of trying.

A torn prayer-card of St Josemaria

L.S., Argentina
July 26, 2011
One day when 1was going through a very tough time at work, getting laughed at,
jeered at and mistreated by managers and coworkers, 1went in despair to cry in a
little chapel which is in the building where 1work. When 1went in 1was surprised to
see on one of the benches a torn prayer-card of St. Josemaría. lt was torn in half
and placed there on top, as if someone had torn it in anger and then felt sorry and
left it there.
1just couldn 't get over it. How could anyone tear up such a miraculous card?! So
1took it and put it in my wallet with loving care. 1felt as if St Josemaria, or at least
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When 1told her that we need extra help, she was so happy because one of the
persons she works for, just left Macau the day befare 1asked her. This means she
needs another place to work for financia! needs. She found my request very timely.
After sorne days of cleaning in the school, she was invited to the centre of Opus Dei
to attend a recollection. She agreed and brought her older sister (... ).
Thanks to St Josemaría, not only did he grant the extra help in cleaning the
Language Centre , but we also met two new friends who are getting to know St
Josemaría.
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