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www.opusdeiorg. (Personal Testimonies) 

"To be a priest is something beautiful and great." 
Fr. Shohei Kimura was ordained as a priest of Opus Dei on 31st May 2003 in 
Rome by Bishop Javier Echevarría. He tells his story of conversion. 

2009/12/21 

Shohei is the firstborn of the Kimuras. His name means "the serene man from the 
forest village''. His mother embraced Catholicism when he was eight. Four years 
later, he too was baptised. In May 2003, his father and relatives travelled from 
Japan to Rome for his ordination, together with the parish priest Father lnoue and 
parishioners of lbaraki. 

We present sorne excerpts taken from an interview given in 2003, shortly after his 
ordination. 

******* 

"I was moved to know that the faithful from lbaraki were at my ordination. During the 
persecutions of the 16th and 17th century, there were many clandestine Catholics in 
the area of lbaraki. 1 don't think l'm exaggerating if 1 thought that 1 owed sorne part 
of my Christian vocation to them." 

Can you tell us what influenced you in taking the step of your vocation? 

1 was baptised when 1 was twelve. 1 owe this to many people, firstly to both my 
parents. My mother, who converted 4 years ahead of me, prayed the Rosary 
frequently. 1 recall that she had great devotion to our Lady of Guadalupe. She was 
the one who found a priest to teach me Catechism. 

My father was remarkable too, as a person who loved freedom. Although he has 
no religion and was none too pleased about my conversion, he always defended 
my freedom before relatives who took our conversions as a sort of betrayal. My 
conversion was a serious matter since 1 was the firstborn . Nonetheless, my father 
always stood by me, "Let him be, if he wants to be baptised, he will be baptised ." 
This respect for freedom was an important factor. 

Do you recall something from those years of catechism? 

The Parish priest, Father Gustaf Banbael de Scheut, from the Congregation of 
the lmmaculate Heart of Mary, carne every Saturday to my house to teach me 
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Catechism. When he couldn't come, sorne nuns 1 had met in the parish would come. 
As distance goes in Japan, the parish was far from my house, which made the 
constancy with which they carne over those 3 years all the more remarkable. 1 will 

- be forever indebted. 

When 1 turned thirteen , my family moved to another part of Osaka, where 1 met a 
Salesian priest, Father Josef Heriban. He was a serene and affectionate man who 
radiated peace. 1 remember this Belgian priest perfectly because he helped me 
greatly and gave me invaluable advice. Once he presented me with a book which 
captivated me. 1 discovered my professional calling to be a teacher through it. lt 
was the biography of St John Sosco. lt inspired me to be pious and above all to 
dedicate my life to education, which was why 1 later read English Philology at the 
university. There 1 met Opus Dei through a friend and saw that God was calling me 
to the Work. 

What impressed you most from those years? 

The exemplary sanctity of many priests in Japan working under circumstances 
that were objectively very difficult was impressive. Fr. Banbael was no exception; 1 

have met other priests like him. They neither torced nor insisted on my taking steps 
forward ; on the contrary 1 have been the one who felt drawn. This is why 1 would say 
they were saints: they were a marvelous example of love and sacrifice; an example 
that greatly attracted me. 

How did your relatives and friends take the news of your ordination? 

In general, fairly well, due to the esteem that is given in Japan to professions that 
seek to serve others; like being a teacher. 1 have received congratulatory letters 
from 3 friends, one a Catholic and the other 2 free-thinkers. They understand that 
what 1 have taken on means service to others, for a good priest retains nothing for 
himself. Our model is Christ. 

Besides, 1 am really happy that my father carne to my ordination; 1 did not expect 
him to. 1 also appreciate the effort it has taken for my sister and brother to make the 
trip. lt is difficult to take leave from work in Japan, one has to make up for time lost 
up to the last minute. 

As you can imagine, we miss the presence of my mother. She died 1 O years ago. 
She wanted me to be a priest and prayed for it. She left me completely free to 
decide what 1 wanted to be, but 1 recall that from time to time she would tell me, 
"Shohei, to be a priest is something very beautiful and very great." 
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www.opusdei.org. (Personal Testimonies) 

From Engineering to the Priesthood 

Jose Ramon Alba received the priestly ordination on September 6th in 
Torreciudad at the hands of the Prelate of Opus Dei. 

2010/01/25 

Jose Ramon Alba is an Associate of Opus Dei. He was 
an engineer with a passion for cars. Last September, 
he was ordained a priest. This interview was given 
shortly after his ordination. 

******* 

They say you are a die-hard fan of Formula 1 and 
that you like driving. When was this passion for 
cars born? 

As a child, 1 once helped my father, who was a mechanic, to change the radiator 
of our "tin can", as we familiarly called the family car. 1 devoted considerable time 
to it and started taking an interest in the world of motoring. 1 also remember the 
time when my father took me to a Formula 1 Grand Prix at Montjuic: it was an 
unforgettable experience. 

As an engineer who has worked first for Siemens, and then later for SEAT in 
its German office and then in the directives of projects like the SEAT Leon and 
the Altea ... would all this professional experience help in your priestly duties? 

Naturally, yes. My training in engineering helps me to reason logically and in so 
many other ways, perhaps even unconsciously. But more importantly, the priest 
is another Christ: God acts using the priest as an instrument, and counts on his 
personality, talents and personal experiences. 

Can you mention any particular experience? 

In our German office, there was a motto that made an impression on me: "love up to 
the last detail". 1 had learned this in Xaloc High School where 1 studied; it carne from 
the teachings of St. Josemaria: "We must find God in the little things of each day". 
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1 was glad to find this harmony between the German precision and the education 1 
had received at school in Hospitalet de Llobregat. 

You were a director of SEAT, and now, at 45 years old, you are ordained priest. 
lt would not be easy to understand such a decision in these times ... 

lt was precisely while 1 was immersed in an intense professional life that 1 saw God 
calling me to priesthood. To fully understand this decision, it is necessary to have 
faith. God calls each one personally, just responding to this call can make one very 
happy. There is continuity in the course of my life: when 1 was young, 1 saw that God 
was calling me to a vocation in Opus Dei and decided to respond affirmatively. The 
priesthood forme now is a realization of that same call, a new path within the same 
way. Now, however, 1 can serve the Church and bring people closer to God in a new 
and essential manner: the administration of the Sacraments and preaching of the 
Gospel. Every day 1 give thanks to God for my vocation. 

How did colleagues at work react when they knew you were preparing for the 
priesthood? 

lt has certainly sparked off personal reflection and been a cause to come closer to 
God and the Christian life. Sorne have thought, "And 1, what should 1 do?" 

lnitially, everyone's reaction was 
one of surprise, since professionally 
1 already had a very clear path. 
Throughout , they have offered 
their help and collaboration. In fact, 
about 30 of my colleagues were at 
the Ordination ceremony. 1 must 
also thank them for their support 
received during these years of 
study and preparation for the 
priesthood. 
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www.opusdei.org. (Personal Testimonies) 

"Many people are thirsting for God" 
From his experience as parish priest in Seville, Fr. Gregorio is convinced that 
many people are thirsting for God. 

2010/02/08 
~1 ' ,,--·~ ' 

il'' "' q,¡:: • 

Fr. Gregario is 32 years old and is the parish priest ot 
the Church of Our Lady of the Olives and St Joseph the 
Worker in Dos Hermanas, Seville. His pastoral duties 
extend to the more than 40,000 parishioners who live in 
the 19 towns ot his parish. They are simple working folks 
with the natural cheerfulness characteristic ot people from 
that part ot Spain. We interviewed him in a small park 

·,~ "~·'6' ·f···f···IW •. ~~-.-· ·.·-~ .... · .. • .. · 
.. -.;:: .. •fr ~~·· 
1 " .. ,,-:-·..., 

.V', ft •. , 1 ... ·-

nestled between apartment blocks, close to his church. 

How did you discover your vocation as a priest? 

My parents are good Christians and they taught me from my youth to trust God and 
to be simple when talking to Him. The whole tamily goes to Mass on Sundays, and 1 
served asan altar boy in the Monastery ot the lncarnation in Seville. 

Later, as a teenager, although 1 continued to go for Sunday Mass, 1 grew cold in my 
relationship with God. lt's strange: 1 barely prayed but 1 remember that coherence was 
something that 1 appreciated as a virtue. Any behaviour that was incoherent annoyed 
me, with that unreasonable irritation that is sometimes seen in adolescents. 

1 finished high school and started to read Law. 1 enjoyed hanging out with my 
friends and we talked about everything typical ot university students: the classes, 
the protessors, career options, politics, friendships, sports, the desire to enjoy lite ... 

But in the first year, 1 telt a certain restlessness. The 

lmage of St Joseph the Worker 

happiness that 1 sought was not in the nights out, 
neither in the parties nor in that superticiality that 
leaves you empty inside ... 

My dislike for anything incoherent, which had caused 
me enough headaches in my teenage days, was 
leading me towards God . A guy from my group ot 
friends spoke to me about Opus Dei, the little ot which 
1 knew at that time was largely negative. Without 
knowing the spirit ot the Work, 1 use to think that it was 
for the elite and powerful. 

In my second year, 1 started going almost everyday to 
a centre ot Opus Dei in Seville, the club for university 
guys called the Plaza de Cuba. 1 was impressed with 
their cheerfulness, good humour and the naturalness 
with which they treated everyone. My Christian lite 
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started to grow and 1 resolved to go for Mass daily. While talking to God in prayer, 
unsuspecting horizons and the desire, hidden deep in my soul, to give myselt to the 
Lord unfolded. 

1 must say that 1 had a girlfriend then, a wonderful girl with whom 1 was going steady 
for sorne months. Through the conversations 1 had with the priest at the Centre ot the 
Work, 1 was encouraged to grow in my lite ot piety and to live a chaste courtship. 

·As time went by, 1 saw my vocation clearly as a priest and decided to enter the 
Diocesan Seminary ot Seville in September 1998. 

What is your ordinary life in the parish like? 

Day by day, 1 perceive more clearly that many people are 
thirsting for God. When 1 started in this parish, 1 never 
dreamt ot the attection that 1 would receive from the 
parishioners. 

In my mind, it is clear that a priest has to be a man ot God. 
That is why 1 need to pray, the Holy Mass, and to have filial 
recourse to the Blessed Virgin and St Joseph .. . 

1 also resolved to take very good care ot the sick in the area. 
1 try to visit them frequently, to lighten their pain wherever 
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possible, to pray for them while leaning on their prayers, ourLadyofthe Olive 
which have so much value in the eyes ot God. 

During the first years, 1 tried to send a Christmas card to everyone who belonged to 
the Parish: 40,000 people. Sorne weeks later, a lady appeared at the church asking to 
return to the taith; she had not been practicing for sorne time. When 1 asked her what 
prompted that decision, she told me, "No one has ever sent me a Christmas card. 
When 1 received the card trom the Parish, 1 decided to start living my taith again." 

You can see the Holy Spirit acting in the souls! Thanks be to God, two young men 
from the Parish are already in the diocesan seminary, and more people are coming to 
the Sacrament ot Contession. There is so much to give thanks to God for! 

Last June 2009, a relic of St Josemaría Escrivá was installed in your parish. 
How does the Work help you in your priestly vocation? 

Through the spirit ot Opus Dei, 1 have learnt that my priestly vocation takes on its 
tullest meaning when 1 am completely united to my Bishop, Cardinal Carlos Amigo 
and to the Assistant Bishop ot the diocese, Fr. Juan José Asenjo; when 1 am very 
united to my brother priests ot the diocese, and ot course, when 1 try to be close to my 
parishioners, helping them in everything they need and praying for them. 1 discovered 
this marvel about the priestly vocation thanks to the spirit ot Opus Dei. 1 am much 
indebted to St Josemaría for his spirit ot sacrifice in the formation ot diocesan priests. 
We want to honor his memory in our Parish, so that many souls would entrust 
themselves to his intercession. 
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To serve Russia as a Catholic priest 

Father Alexey Yandushev-Rumiantsev was ordained to the priesthood in 
2007. In this interview given while he was still a deacon, he spoke about 
how he discovered Christianity by reading between the lines of an atheistic 
newspaper in Soviet Russia. 

Alexey was born into an Orthodox family in St. 
Petersburg when it was still called Leningrad. 
He received no religious instruction at home, but 
learned to speak five languages and took degrees 
in engineering and later on in theology and 
philosophy. He also wants to learn Portuguese, 
the language spoken in Fatima. After his 
ordination, he plans to take his parish to visit that 
Marian shrine, so closely linked to Russia's recent 
history. 

Alexey Yandushev-Rumiantsev, a 
Catholic deacon in Russia. 

How did you discover your calling to be a Christian and then to be a priest? 

That's a long story. My Orthodox parents are not very observant. When 1 was born, 
in 1973, my father had just found work in a chain of supermarkets and was afraid 
that if 1 were baptized--given the situation of my country in those years--it would 
endanger the whole family. Whoever requested baptism had to apply for a passport; 
that information was then passed on to political authorities and the secret police. 
After weighing the matter, my parents preferred not to have me baptized. 

So your family was not practicing their faith? 

Right; my parents believed in God, but they didn't do anything in particular for my 
religious formation. They kept up sorne traditions, went to church a few times ayear, 
and there were religious icons in the house, but nothing beyond that. 

Then how did you come to be interested in religion? 

On my own. 1 was 12 when 1 started to think about faith. 1 believed there was 
"Someone" -not something- to whom 1 could go. One day 1 carne across a 
periodical, "Science and Religion ," published by the Atheistic Society of the Soviet 
Union. Nobody read a publication like that, but it was a topic 1 was very interested 
in. lt seemed to me the only way 1 could learn something more about religion. 1 
subscribed to it and for five years had to read "between the lines" of what was 
published in that periodical. 
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What was that atheistic propaganda like? 

"Whoever asked to be baptized 
had to acquire a passport, and that 
information was passed on to the 
política/ authorities and the secret 
police." 

Basically, all the communications media were 
engaged in a continuous attack on religion . 
The point was to make people believe that the 
churches were trying to perpetuate an ancient 
mythology with no scientific foundation in order to 
control people's minds and take their money. 

What do you mean by reading "between the 
lines"? 

lt was religion that interested me, not atheism. The 
articles attacking religion quoted from Scripture 
and spoke of the Church and of Jesus Christ. 
Since 1 had no access to other sources, 1 had to 
make do with that. 1 started by thinking that if bad 
things are said about something or someone, it 
may be because that thing or person isn't really 
so bad. That could be the case with Opus Dei, 
too. Once 1 saw a book that strongly criticized the 

Knights of Malta, as well. The author called Opus Dei a dangerous organization, 
and yet he described its foundation and even gave the address where its "leader" 
lived. So 1 decided to write for more information, but this was after 1 had become a 
Catholic. 

Looking back, 1 see that it was Our Lord who was 
leading me along that path. 1 knew that 1 couldn 't 
speak about these matters, and so 1 didn't bring them 
up with anyone; but my interest kept growing. When 1 

got to be 15, 1 told my father 1 wanted to be baptized 
into the Orthodox Church . He didn't oppose it, and 
even contacted a friend of his, an Orthodox priest who 
worked as a mechanic in Leningrad. That way, 1 could 
be baptized secretly. 

How did you enter the Catholic Church? 

Precisely because such bad things were said about it, 
1 wanted to see for myself. In the telephone directory 
1 found the address of the Catholic community of St. 
Petersburg, but the Church was always closed. After 
several attempts, 1 managed to meet that community, 
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but the priest was suspicious ot me. He realizad that 1 might have been a young 
KGB spy. There were plenty ot spies in those years. But when he saw me come 
otten to the church, he made an appointment with me: After Mass one day, the 
agreement was that 1 would follow him for severa! blocks to a place remete from the 
parish where we could easily talk. lt was 1989, a period ot political uncertainty. And 
so, after a period ot formation 1 asked to enter into tull communion with the Catholic 
Church. 

But why the Catholic Church? 

People were always speaking to me about "churches," in the plural. But 1 was 
asking which the true one was. Searching the Gospel, 1 saw that Jesus had founded 
only one Church, and that he prayed for its unity. 1 also saw that Christ Himselt had 
placed St. Peter at the head ot that one Church. lt the Pope is Peter's successor, 
the rest follows. 

What happened next? 

"In Russia we 
have a real need 
to know the 
Gospel of work, 
to know God 
in ordinary life 
through things 
well done." 

When 1 finished school, 1 enrollad in the Leningrad University. 
1 completad a degree in engineering and atter that began 
studying the history ot the Church and philosophy in the 
Catholic College ot St. Thomas Aquinas. 1 was happy, at last, 
to be immersed in continuing formation. That is when 1 made 
contact with Opus Dei. 1 was astonished at the hostile campaign 
aimed at that institution. 

What were your first impressions? 

Very good ones. 1 met people who didn 't "make 
propaganda," people for whom the meaning ot the 
Christian lite was both simple and profound. In Russia 
we have a real need to know the Gospel ot work, to 
know God in ordinary lite by means ot things well done. 
l'm sure that the Work will be able to do my people a 
lot ot good. The idea ot ongoing Christian formation is 
very attractive. We need it. 

How did you decide to enter the seminary? 

Although 1 hadn't spoken with anyone, it was an idea 
1 had been turning over in my mind for sorne time. 1 

thought that 1 might lack the capacity or the conditions 
needed for such a strong commitment. 1 had already 
completad my studies and was working. 1 had even 
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"After the wall fe//, many people 
began showing real interest in 
'the things of God. '" 

spent a year abroad--studying phenomenology in Liechtenstein [at the lnternational 
Academy ot Philosophy). But one day out ot the blue a priest asked me, "Do you 
want to be a priest?" My immediate response was No, but 1 was wide awake that 
whole night. 1 went back to speak with that priest, and in ali sincerity told him 1 had 
been thinking ot it but didn't teel worthy or strong enough to do it. He explained to 
me that God provides the strength, so at the end ot that year (2000), 1 entered the 
seminary. Next year, God willing, 1'11 be a priest. 

What is the religious situation in Russia today? 

Atter the tall ot communism in 1989, we began to 
experience a true spiritual springtime. Today that 
phenomenon has reached its true dimensions; that is, 
once the emotions ot the first moments passed, only those 
who were truly committed remained. All in all, it must be 
recognized that there are many who show real interest in 
"the things ot God." 

What is your dream now? 

To serve Russia as a Catholic priest. 

l'm called Josemaría in his honour 

"One day, out of the 
blue, a priest asked me: 
"Do you want to be a 
priest?" My immediate 
response was No, but 
1 was wide a wake 
that whole night." Is 
there prejudice against 
Catholics? 

www.josemariaescriva.info 

1 am 16 years old and live in Asuncion, Paraguay. When 1 was very small 1 was 
seriously sick. The doctors said there was no hope and that 1 would die. They had 
removed an adrenal gland but even so 1 did not recover. Then my Dad, who is in 
Opus Dei and a person ot great faith , send one ot my clothes to the tomb ot St 
Josemaría and prayed to him for me to recover. After sorne days 1 started to get 
better. The doctors couldn't believe it because it seemed impossible. 1 am very 
gratetul for the chance that St Josemaría gave me. And l'm called Josemaría in 
his honour. My Dad was at my side the whole time 1 was sick, and so was my 
whole tamily. 1 later read what he wrote about that period, and it made me cry. 
Now 1 realize the power ot God and the love my parents have for me. The love ot 
a tather and a mother is the greatest thing in this world, obviously after the love ot 
our Lord. 

Josemaría M. A., Paraguay 
January 13, 201 O 
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80 years later, the adventure begins in Korea 

Mercé is a nurse who devotes herself completely to another task: learning 
Korean. With other members of Opus Dei, she has moved to Daejeon 
(South Korea) to establish the apostolic work there. She tells us about the 
beginnings. 

February 14, 201 O 

80 years ago, St. Josemaría unfolded the possibilities 
of various apostolic works that the women in Opus 
Dei could be engaged in: student residential, fashion 
activities, vocational training centers ... 

Today that dream is also true in Korea! 

In September 2009, 1 arrived in Daejeon to start the 
first center of Opus Dei in South Korea. Daejeon is 
one of the cities with more Christian tradition. The 
first Korean priest, Saint Andrew Kim Dae Gon, one 
of the early 19th century martyrs, hails from these 
parts. 

Four other women from Brazil, Philippines, Argentina and Australia carne with me. 
Two of them are of Korean descent, which is a great help for the rest because they 
already know the traditions and culture of the country. 

Thank God we did not have to start the apostolic work from scratch, because since 
1988 people from Opus Dei have been making trips to Korea from time to time, to 
start spreading the message of sanctification of ordinary life. 

Learning Korean ... from the neighbours 

With the help of a Cooperator who met the 
Work in Peru, we have acquired an apartment 
and are doing it up little by little: the Oratory, 
dinning ware, decoration ... Everything has been 
made possible through the donations we had 
each received from our respective countries. 
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Almost ali of us are studying the Korean language full time, since our dream is to be 
able to speak it, and come to learn, to share and understand the hopes, concerns, 
interests and joys of the people we are meeting. 

Our arrival was warmly welcomed. For any needs, there is always someone willing 
to lend us a helping hand: to find a place to buy food or other items at affordable 
prices, a bookshop, a dentist ... 1 am especially grateful for the attention and 
dedication of my neighbors that, among other favors, have been coming every day 
this past week to converse with me in Korean. With the help of many people, 1 was 
impressed to see that in only five months, 1 can read and understand what 1 could 
not decipher before. 

lt is said that Korea is like a small town that 
has suddenly become a great country. Maybe 
that's why, although l'm immersed in a new 
culture with customs and ways of doing things 
so different from what 1 have experienced so 
far, 1 always feel very much at home. lt's easy 
to start a conversation with anyone. In fact, 
more than once we have stopped on the street 
to be asked if we were speaking Russian! 

l'm also learning a lot of other things: to eat 
kimchi with chopsticks, to greet people with a bow, setting the table the Korean way, 
finding out which is the best way out of eight possible exits in the Metro ... What an 
adventure! 

Korea has welcomed us with the strongest snowstorm in the last 100 years. For 
sorne, it was the first time to see snow. We have learned to unclog the washing 
machine when the pipes freeze over, and to discover the abstract art in a sweater 
frozen stiff after it had been soaked and left to dry. 

The puzzle is coming together 

• 'l" 
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Different religions co-exist in South Korea, so it is not 
unusual to speak about one's faith, and 1 am happy to 
see that people seek the truth sincerely. In no time, a 
good group of women have started to attend classes of 
Catholic doctrine. They take notes with keen interest so 
that they can tell it to their families and friends. One of 
them told me: "The Faith is like a puzzle that is now ali 
starting to fall into place for me." 
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Sorne women are also beginning to appreciate the spirit of Opus Dei, which is to 
offer to God one's own job done well for love. For example, a lady who teaches 
singing and voice has told us that even before she met the Work, she had thought 
that singing and teaching it to her students can be her way to God. She had 
understood Opus Dei even without knowing it. 

A few days ago, speaking with an English literature student on the bus going to the 
University, 1 explained that an hour of studying well is like an hour of prayer, as St. 
Josemaría taught. She opened her eyes in surprise and kept repeating: "Chincha? 
Chincha?" (which means "Really? really ?"). 

We also travel frequently to Seoul, the 
capital, where there are ladies who are 
Cooperators of Opus Dei who regularly 
attend the spiritual activities we organise. 
Last December a retreat was held for them 
and their friends. 

Before coming to Korea, we had stopped over in Hong Kong, where 1 met one of 
the first three women who had gone to the Philippines in 1964 to bring the message 
of Opus Dei. Among other things, she had told us: "You will see that God does 
everything." And so it is indeed! 

www.josemariaescriva.info 

1 prayed intensely 

This morning as 1 left work 1 had a call from a friend saying that her brother had a 
stroke and was in hospital. On the way home 1 prayed intensely to St Josemaría, 
using his prayer-card , which 1 always have with me and pray every day. A few 
minutes ago my friend called again. She says her brother is out of danger, is 
talking and moving his arm ... it's a miracle . Thank you , St Josemaría! Keep on 
interceding for us ... 1 can't do without you now. Thank you again. 

Antonel/a C., Ita/y 
December 29, 2009 
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The Gospel with "special effects" 

,Juan Ignacio Valdivieso is a sound engineer and owner of a recording studio 
in Chile. He tells how he got involved with the Gospel with "special effects". 

I feel fortunate and am forever 
grateful to have been able to 
participate in this project. " 

Juan Ignacio Valdivieso never imagined that 
what began as a favor for a friend would be 
the start of a lite changing adventure. He got 
involved in the production of an audio Gospel 
recorded over eighteen months; it deeply 
stirred him and those who participated 
in the project, many of them renowned 
broadcasters and television soap opera 
actors. 

The start of my adventure 

lt all started when my friend Raul Bezanilla asked 
me to improve the quality of a CD with excerpts 
of the Gospel that Fr. Alvaro Rocha, a priest of 
Opus Dei, had received from Spain . lts voice 
quality was poor, so 1 took the liberty of dubbing 
over the Spanish voices with Chilean speakers, 
and added background sounds of nature, music 
and other special effects . Everybody loved it 
and María Paz, Raul 's wife , suggested that we 
should record the whole Gospel. 

1 had been totally distant from the Church since 1 was thirteen. In the last 35 years, 1 
had not gane far Mass, neither confession nor Holy Communion. 

1 accepted the project only because of friendship and commitment towards those 
who asked me. 1 got more and more into it anda few months soon after we started, 
1 was having 'Gospel' for breakfast, lunch and dinner! Thanks to the support and 
friendship of Fr. Alvaro, 1 made a complete return to God and an absolute tranquility 
carne over me. 1 began to attend Mass on Sundays and thereafter, also on 
weekdays. 

He did not care about the money 

What at first appeared to be a few months' work became a huge audio project 
involving 37 actors and more than a thousand hours of recordings that were made 
in 8 CDs with 279 tracks. There was one problem, though , because economically 
we did not have enough capital. 
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Far the part of the narrator, Juan 
Ignacio wanted Fernando Solis, one 
of the three most prominent voices 
in the Latin American world of 
advertising, in addition to being the 
Spanish voice in all the synopses of 
Universal Pictures. 

1 decided to call and tell him 
about the project, explaining that 
unfortunately the fees far this 
part would be rather symbolic, 
equivalent to what he could earn in 
two commercial recordings totaling 
ten minutes. 

CD cover: What at first appeared to be a 
few months' work became a huge audio 

project invo/ving 37 actors and more 
than a thousand hours of recordings 

He listened very calmly, without 
saying a word at the other end 
of the phone. When 1 finished, he said, "l'm recording ali day, reading texts about 
toothpastes and banks, etc. My voice is a gift from God and what better way to 
repay Him than to participate in this work. 1 do not care about the money; tell me 
what you ha ve and let us be done with this problem". 

1 could not believe what 1 was hearing and was left deeply impressed with his words. 
Far fifteen months, Fernando recorded practically every day. He never had a bad 
word, a gesture of reluctance ar shoddy recording. lt was an example of generosity 
and professionalism far ali of us. 

What a level of commitment 

In difficult moments, the level of commitment, even from those far from the faith, 
motivated us to move farward. They contributed with their work (sometimes we had 
to make up to 12 trials, since nothing is perfect at the first try) without a thought of 
the financia! reward, although many were not in a good situation. Patrick, the actor 
who plays Jesus, told me that after each recording, he could not record commercials 
far the fallowing 3 days because of the emotion that lingered in him. At the end, he 
told me, "Thank you! Thanks far allowing me to participate in this project. lt's the 
best thing 1 have done!" 

Another one who got completely involved and from whom we learnt so much was 
Daniel Lencina Jr., composer of the 15 original musical seores. Although he often 
had to play with his band until the wee hours of the morning, he appeared in the 
studio every morning looking impeccable. 
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Zacharias 

Far the character of Zacharias, Juan Ignacio wanted 
a veteran among the Chilean voices. 1 talked to 
him and he said he would be honoured, but would 
not come to the studio. lnstead he would send the 
recorded text by internet. The first recording sent 
was not good enough; it was very weak and needed 
direction. 1 spoke to him again and 1 commented that 
we were not getting into the character. He sent me a 
new recording that we also could not use. 1 managed 
to convince him to come to the studio to record 
though he did not arrive in good spirits. 1 set him 
up to listen to the part of the track where what was 
missing was just his voice and told him to imagine 
the time, place and character. When we finished 
recording, we listened to it together. 1 saw that his 
eyes were misty; he gave me a big hug, said thanks 
and left. We recorded it just once and 1 think it carne 
out perfect. 

She could not contain her emotion 

Half-way through the 
project, Juan decided 

he wanted to receive the 
Sacrament of 
Confirmation. 

On another occasion, 1 sent a copy of the passage of the Annunciation to the actor 
who voiced the archangel Gabriel. After a couple of hours he called to tell me what 
had happened. He was in his bedroom listening with great concentration, when 
towards the end, he heard sobs. Turning around he saw the housekeeper who 
had remained silent, standing near the door. She had not been able to contain her 
emotion. 

A dedication worth its while 

1 had dedicated more than a thousand hours of studio work to this project, countless 
sleepless nights and getting up at the crack of dawn, and immeasurable lave and 
perseverance. When we were halfway through the recording, 1 decided 1 wanted to 
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. 1 feel fartunate and am farever grateful to 
have been able to participate in this project, and far ali the affection and lave 1 faund 
when 1 recovered my relationship with God. 

1 can only thank the people who asked me to participate in this work, and infinite 
thanks to God far having noticed me and given himself to me, and taught me so 
much in this year and a half. 

* * * * * 
The set of 8 CDs can be ordered from www.jesusdenazaret.cl. At this site you 
can also hear part of the recording of the Gospel in Spanish. 
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My biggest change is my greatest gain 
God arranged everything such that he could teach me and train me, while 
waiting for me to make a positive response ... 

2009/12/09 

Margaret Yu is a member of Opus Dei. She works fu/1-time and is the mother of two 
teenage sons. Her initia/ impression of Opus Dei has gane through a big change. 

How did you meet Opus Dei? 

My boyfriend then, who is now my husband, first got to know sorne members of 
Opus Dei. He brought me along to sorne family activities, one of which 1 clearly 
remember was a Christmas party where 1 made sorne friends. At their invitation, 1 
attended two recollections, but 1 stopped going because 1 didn't feel comfortable. 1 
didn't really know why or what it was that 1 was uncomfortable about; it just did not 
feel right. Besides 1 found it boring as 1 did not understand the talks. Looking back, 
1 was really very stupid! Anyway, 1 decided to call it quits. From then till 1 became a 
member of Opus Dei, sorne seven or eight years passed. The changes in me have 
been quite significant. Let me tell you what happened. 

During this period, 1 got married and had two sons. 1 was receiving lots of lessons in 
life. One day, one of these friends called up unexpectedly. She talked to me about 
attending a recollection, but this time my reaction was very different from the first 
time. In that dialogue, we talked about our lives and daily problems. Her invitation 
to the recollection was timely; 1 felt myself drawn to give it another try. "No harm 
attending," 1 remember thinking to myself. So 1 appeared again at a recollection after 
a seven or eight year break. This time, 1 did not find it the least boring, though 1 did 
not yet understand all the talks and meditations. 

1 remain really grateful that this friend continued to invite me every month thereafter 
and 1 became quite regular. Gradually 1 began to understand the spirit of Opus Dei. 
1 started to live it in my daily life and in my family. 1 found it very meaningful, and so 
the journey continued until 1 became a member of Opus Dei in the year 2000. lt has 
taken me more than a decade, thanks to all the training that God has arranged to 
help me change. 

How do you bring the spirit of Opus Dei into your daily life? 

The approach that the founder of Opus Dei, St. Josemaría, taught is the approach of 
"lave", that is, to put lave into work, whether it is professional work or the chores of 
the home, and to try to do a good job. The key líes in the effort of trying to do one's 
best and to offer that work to God, which does not mean that everything has to turn 
out perfect. This is what St. Josemaría means when he talks about the sanctification 
ofwork. 
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As for the family, 1 have to cope with the tough battle of having two sons going 
through their teenage years. l'm sure that every mother will agree that the time left 
for the family after work is very short, just a few hours to see to the children. 1 try to 
communicate as much as possible with them during dinner. We talk about how the 
day went, happy things, unhappy things, all of us have something to share. This 
exchange strengthens the family and builds mutual understanding. 

1 also try to impart sorne virtues, such as table manners, moderation, arder, 
cleanliness, etc. They do not always receive everything well. 1 have to find the right 
moment and apply a variety of skills so that it doesn't come across as repulsive or 
offensive. Then unconsciously they accept the lesson. You need to be aware of how 
easily young people would rebel against discipline, but if they like how and what is 
being told to them, they will happily comply. 

After dinner, 1 try to make sure that the boys, myself included, make good use of 
every minute because time is given by God and we should not waste this precious 
gift. And like all mothers, 1 am very concerned about their academic performance 
and 1 try to follow them up on this, though 1 personally think that the cultivation of 
their character is more important than academic performance. 

How do you cope with the difficulties that crop up? 

Every day 1 try to attend Mass after work and pray for a while befare going home. In 
the Mass and prayer, 1 offer up to God all that makes me happy, and entrust all that 
1 find difficult. The strength 1 draw from the Mass and prayer is a great help to me, 
because with this strength, 1 am able to face everything. This attitude of prayer and 
trust in God is what 1 learned from St Josemaría and it has really helped me a lot. 

What changes have you noticed in yourself? 

From the initial flat refusal to those invitations till today, 1 have come a long way. 
What 1 most deeply appreciate is God's patience towards me. He arranged 
everything such that he could teach me and train me, while waiting for me to make a 
positive response. Counting on God's help and the freedom he gives us, 1 feel very 
lucky to have been able to choose the right path for me and to become a member of 
Opus Dei. 

1 have had many opportunities to benefit from the spirit of St. Josemaría and the 
experience of other members of the Opus Dei, and to come to know the importance 
of prayer and communication with God. 1 have learned how to really live in God's 
presence. At times, 1 find the pace of life really hard, but with the power of prayer, 
1 find the courage to face up to all kinds of problems and difficulties, without giving 
up. This is my biggest change; better yet, it is my greatest gain! 
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An Acrobat in Las Vegas 
Grzegorz Ros, from Poland, is 29. He works as an acrobat in Las Vegas. 
"My profession allows me to entertain people and to 'amuse' God," he says. 
Grzegorz is a cooperator of Opus Dei. 

2009/09/03 

What exactly is your work? 

l'm one of 85 acrobats who take part in a show 
called "Le Reve" (The Dream). The director is 
Franco Dragone. lt's a spectacular show that could 
take place only in Las Vegas. With a pool as the 
setting, we combine sport and art at a high level of 
technical proficiency. Many of my companions are 
world famous acrobats who have won medals in 
international gymnastics, acting, dance, and music 
competitions. 

How did you discover your talent? 

1 started performing acrobatics as a child; it's a 
popular sport in my hometown, Zlotoryia, Poland. My Grzegorz performing in "Le Réve" 
trainers suggested that 1 take it up as a career, and 
with a friend, Tomasz Wilkosz, 1 created an acrobatic 
duo. When we heard about a new production on the other side of the Atlantic, we 
went to Paris for an audition and were accepted. 

How is your life in Las Vegas? 

Lite in Las Vegas is intense. People 
come here from all over the world, from 
many cultures, religions and convictions. 
For my colleagues, Christianity is just 
one more among these cultures and 
religions. This is truly a place where it's 
easy to forget the fundamental ideas that 
guide one's lite. 

At first sight, it could seem that this "city 
of leisure," situated in the middle of a 
desert, is the least appropriate place to 
find God and encounter spiritual peace. 
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"Le Réve" inc/udes more than 85 artists 
performing together 

But it's not that way. Here l've learned 
to deepen my friendship with God in 
daily lite, which in my case usually takes 
place on a trapeze or flying through the 
air, working with people with all kinds of 
different ideas. 

Exactly what do acrobats do? 

Perform pirouettes well, acting in 
unison, synchronizing our acrobatics 
with each other, and doing so day after 
day-it's not easy work. Sometimes we 
experience physical pain. But 1 think this 

Grzegorz attending a formational activity 
organized by Opus Dei in Poland 

work enables me to serve people, to help them rest, and even to "amuse" God. And 
so 1 try to put everything 1 have into each performance. 

How did you get in touch with the Work? 

A view of Las Vegas 

Before coming to the United States, 1 
received as a gift three books by St. 
Josemaría Escrivá: The Way, Furrow and 
The Forge. 1 asked for more information 
and got in touch with a member of Opus 
Dei in Las Vegas. Soon 1 began to take 
part in activities of Christian formation. 
Since then, between performances, 1 try to 
do sorne mental prayer every day. 

My work requires a lot of almost routine 
repetition of the same exercises. That takes a lot of physical effort, concentration 
and precision. The spirit of Opus Dei helps me do my work better, since 1 know that 
God is the main spectator. 

How do you see your future in Las Vegas? 

Well, in this city the Work is still growing. We are few, but the need to be more is 
so evident that it fills us with eagerness. 1 cooperate with Opus Dei by prayer and 
by my apostolate. Bringing others to God is like acrobatic artistry: not everything 
depends on what you try to do, on your human abilities, although these are essential 
elements. 1 can't do much by myself; but with the others and God, 1 can. 
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Favours granted through the intercession of St. 
Josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer 

Problems with documentation 

1 thank God and St Josemaría for having helped me in my professional life. 1 am a 
doctor, and decided to specialize. This particular entrance exam is long and very 
difficult to pass. When 1 started studying for the exam, 1 prayed to St Josemaría, and 
on the day of the exam 1 carried a prayer card with me, which made me feel calm 
and confident about myself and my knowledge. 1 passed the exam, thank God, but 
afterwards 1 had a lot of problems with the documentation 1 had to present in Mexico 
City. There was a deadline for sending the correct documentation, without which 1 

would automatically be disqualified. 1 started feeling desperate because the reasons 
why my documents were not being accepted were beyond my control. However, 
thanks to God and St Josemaría, just days before the deadline 1 managed to contact 
the office in Mexico City and was told that my documentation was all in order. 1 

was overjoyed, as if a weight had fallen from my shoulders. In February this year 1 

start my specialization, and 1 will always keep St Josemaría with me to give me the 
strength to cope with the day-to-day work, in spite of all obstacles. And also to serve 
my patients with humility, kindness and simplicity, but above all to give them the help 
they are seeking . 

Daniela Martinez, Mexico 
February 2, 201 O 

St Josemaría heard my mother's prayers 

1 would like to tell you that more than 20 years ago, 1 had two operations for 
scoliosis. Two years ago 1 was diagnosed with lumbar arthritis. 1 had physiotherapy 
sessions and took medication to alleviate the pain but with no results. 1 consulted 
several specialists but the pain stayed with me. Day after day, pain was my faithful 
companion - but not my only one, since 1 found strength in the Holy Spirit, who 
taught me to make an offering of the pain . Ten days ago, my mother, anguished at 
this situation and at her inability to help me, searched for and found a picture of St 
Josemaría with a beautiful prayer. She prayed it for me with great inner strength . 
From that day on , 1 have not had any pain. 1 know that St Josemaría heard her 
prayer because 1 feel deeply happy. 1 give thanks with my whole heart to this great 
saint, the founder of Opus Dei, who interceded for me. 

O/aya S., Chile 
December 30, 2009 

42 

Light on the value of what 1 do 

Before 1 finished my law degree in 2008 1 was feeling discouraged, because the 
amount of work every day tired me and seemed meaningless. But then 1 read the 
writings of St Josemaría Escrivá, and 1 received the grace and enlightenment to 
realise that everything 1 did - work and study - does have value if 1 place those 
actions at the service of God and my brothers and sisters. This enlightenment was 
like taking a black veil off the eyes of my soul, and it gave me new zest in my daily 
activities. Now l'm a lawyer, and when 1 pray the Novena for Work 1 receive constant 
graces in my working life - more jobs, debts paid , and a greater stimulus to do my 
work well . 1 praise and thank God who, through St Josemaría's intercession, has 
blessed us so copiously, totally changing our view of daily work. 1 hope that an Opus 
Dei center will open soon in my city (1 will definitely be one of the first cooperators!). 
Count on my prayers! 

VG., Brazil 
January 15, 201 O 

A much-needed award 

1 want to thank St Josemaría for a favor received . Two months ago my husband 
died. This was a harsh blow to me because 1 wasn 't even able to say goodbye 
to him. At that point 1 was coming to the end of the semester at university, and 
obviously, because of what had happened, 1 wasn 't able to concentrate properly 
on the end-of-year exams. 1 prayed to St Josemaría to intercede for me because 
now 1 am going to have to fend for myself, to finish my degree to be able to earn 
my living and support my son. Before, 1 depended on my husband and was only 
studying for pleasure. Specifically, to be able to pay for my course, 1 needed to win 
an "Excellence" award, which requires average marks of 9.5. This was very difficult 
because of the problem with the end-of-year exams. So 1 asked St Josemaría to 
intercede for me to get the award, because it would be a pure miracle if 1 got the 
average marks 1 needed. The surprise carne sorne days later when 1 received the 
missing results, and for each of the three subjects left 1 gota 10, which meant 1 got 
the award automatically. That was all due to the intercession of the founder of Opus 
Dei. 

Dalila S., Mexico 
December 29, 2009 

To bring him to the faith 

Last June 27th my family gathered together to celebrate my parents ' 45th 
wedding anniversary. My parents were especially looking forward to the day as 
Saint Josemaría's feast day Mass was to be celebrated on the very day of their 
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anniversary in Ottawa's Cathedral. We were really hoping and praying that my 
eldest brother, who is not Catholic and very far from God, would attend along with 
the rest of the family. This seemed quite unlikely since his wife had said she would 
only come to the anniversary if she didn't have to go to the Mass. This and an 
argument with her husband made the atmosphere quite tense. That night 1 prayed 
very hard to Saint Josemaría. The following day at the Mass, my parents and 1 were 
overjoyed to see both my brother and his wife holding hands and even helping their 
nephew follow along. What's more they carne on their own initiative without anyone 
even mentioning it to them. Since then this brother has been drawing closer to 
the family; even attending Mass during another family visit of his own accord and 
afterwards commenting on what the priest had said. l'm asking Saint Josemaría to 
bring him to the faith and happiness he is looking for. 

E. C. Ganada 
November, 2009 

We received payment for our work 

1 read about St. Josemaría and was drawn to his words. While browsing the internet 
1 carne across this website and read testimonies from people around the world . 
1 was amazed at the stories of how St. Josemaría helped people with so many 
different issues. 1 opened up my work email and there completely out of the blue 
was an email from someone who had refused to pay my company money for a 
project that we completed. As this situation was going on for about a year we had 
just contacted an attorney to discuss our options. 1 was shocked that this happened 
and 1 remembered that many people mentioned a prayer card and Novena in their 
testimony. 1 began to pray the Novena every day during negotiations and today we 
received payment for our work. 1 will continue to pray to St. Josemaría to help me 
be successful in my business. 

A. C., USA 
January 13, 2010 
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