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www.opusdei.org (;J!í,~) 

lncontro Romano 2007: 5!ite*M~±j!i '~Ht­
i!E * ~ fififLj 

*§101~1'fElm% · 2so1fI•i"ffl±l~1fI1J2m,~l'JT~fi8'9-1~r; "5!1±l%Bl:í.)!" ~ 
::U!8'9•• º ~;J;:~2006!cf~2oos!Ef$ . =1~rJfEJ-::U!z••8'9115=ff~fü. :t>± 
~mm~1J~-1~%W B W;:í.)!$8'9•vtLi:>z 1t:ffiU•8'9~~ 0 

~1~ lncontro Romano ••iUlíüm,~~fi 0 2801fL*§ 10@!1'fEJITTm%•1"ff7tl.llJ 
*§q~m -i::i.iffi, iffirJIH - ~*~u , $m -~mffi;gm · ~1m1r~~mm8'9±m ")!•% 
J}!:í.)!-%Bl•Vfq" 1'!=1±\~%!,*5 o 

1m1r~8'9R~ffi~mm~l±l s Jt±m8'91f~ttü1i2r;•vtLi*D:>z1t:ft!:l m~J~m:~1J~-1~%8'9 
BW;I1'!=8'9m:~tt · M:m~~~J.l1J;\8'9:í.$ º 

ü••8'9•-S$$·*§1'fElM•8'9•1"ff~-~~--8'9~&·~Jt~~-~~ 
~¡ 0 *§iffiliJIH8'91::1;JJ'm · ~~~Raquel Contador *DlfflffiP}J~ · -Fiffi.52 Susana Garcia 
R~r!llil1r~á'9)~r§>G±m "%BI•vtLi: 1ª9o-m•vtLi%" mmmm: rüBW;%R$~ 
)!l±l•~%8'9mm·•~-•~~m~8'9nmffi1'mJtm~••••8'9•~ºJ~~ 
~-00%Bl~&Rm~~~;\ITTI~·m~~-:í.)!8'9&•·~~~%;\8'9:í.$~~ 
~·B~B~·ü~~8'9:í.$$MT-00••8'9W~ 0 

!llil1r~~*lm : r -r¡¡i~;~8'9m=r- · ~)~8'9~§~ · ~illlr 8'9~:@- I {~~ · 1J,1L,1±ili~I! 
8'9~R·~-:l;JJIT&~l±l~~;\ffi•1ªm8'9&:1;JJ~~ºJ 

••8'9115= {~~füfib'l' s -1~1± "*~HDI 1'!=$ú" Centro de Estudio y Trabajo 

(CET) 8'9)%®! o m:$ '-~:k*:í.•~-~$mRtltll%Bl~IT~~8'9±~~11~tlu '~ 
rm**~••±m:t:flII%R º 

*§;gm8'9~ri•m*r!llil8'9±m "ozx~ · ;tt0,;t;~dfi, ,~~%&!" m:$M~x~~ 
$~-•••8'9~M·ffi1ªJ\•ü-m•~•oz·ml±lJt~~•~rmxtttJJ%BI:í.)! 
8'9-•>z1t: o 

~):ft~ lnstitut de Formation a I' Assistance *8'9R5~'m · ~f¿§. Claire Mazoyer ~:k 
•R~r±~~mm 0 ~j¿§.~~m: r%J\:m~:t:)!l±\~~@1%11U~~&~l±l~~1~%&!8'9 
*1:~ 0 Wil:tfEJ~ · ~~~~K_tá'9ji1HD B W;8'9%R · 1'~~~1'®)1)ilfialffi:í.~ · IT!tl~ 
~~~ffi;\:t:~m:jtffiJ\:!:m~ITTI~ · ~i:llJ · ~~&l'.MJ-{~5~1ª;\'~0,;t;8'9*5t~~J 0 J 

r ~%$-~HI!1~~~1ª1~( ~ff , *D~ffij~)~) ~~%;\ t,1/li*-~ffi:+, ~ITTl*D~~ 
8'9~~iZffi 0 %RI~~1i2%BI~•-1lLMftITT~m1ª•Rm8'9~•·%RI~~1' 
~~~8'9·~~~-%58'9;\t,1/li*~~ffil'~M~ºJ 
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(Translation) www.romana.org (;J!í,~) 

~i*&"ft.i-~~lx~ff~eñ§ 

Ü2003'.if: • -~.W~.A.±Rt:sLs>z1t:&~~~~~lW(Association for Culture 
and Current Events (ACEA)) · 3&fJ~lszJl~:)(:1t:ákJm1~1'1&.A.mttJ~J~lJ 0 'EákJ 
1~PW5!iJJJJ-~7iJlW~ · :g~ "{jffilM1'f~f!Tt±lWákJ~~,, 0 

RX;IT]'-!q::~ • ACEA8l&~]',:k_m_~mi~~ , ~~f¡fijI_i, ~f!,~~&:®~~¡jk_¡ 

~~ml%&!ákJ~M 0 ["§]~ • Rede Vidam:tJ~;él'~}I~,~ • 'EákJ-@lmtJ[füí § "Tribuna 
Independiente" lWf'tll:t~~M~Q~ 0 m~-OO~~W31i~~IJHlákJ]igfüí 
§ o 

"Tribuna lndependiente"~~/f'f§]~~±~¡jk_¡,W%~§-:§N~H'I¡;*lW~ • ~~{lli 
~ákJ.WMn~ 0 ümliiJ.JákJW§$·Mme~••~~·M*~~~~·.W% 
eüW§$M~·•*~•ákJ~m•@fflfüí§~~~mm 0 

1fiJm~>Jt · I~ü "Tribuna Independiente" füí§t:Q.ü~W3-tlm 0 ~~ll:tz?~ · 
ACEAlW:tl:i,füí§ákJ~~~-·~H~~Q~ákJ.A.± 0 ~Il:Z~1N~~3R§~~, liil~~ 

ffi.:k~ 0 ES~tiJS2r!JGalois~~ákJ~ft~tffi:~~üW § $~~~mlü~~~-T­
$%ft&~~:tª-m:IY'lfi!3¿ 0 $~ · ~ftfP~J;f§mlákJ~~~~~~~ü~~ñ~ 
~~¡jk_¡ 3,000 @]%&! o 

"Tribuna lndependiente"füí§~-)~IB • :A$-{~f9iJ-T-~~-{lz:15~ákJj,'ft • 
~-~~:A$-~ffit.i~~:Bt( Professor Sueli Caramello Uliano) üfüí § $~ 
~~~f:lr"'~mz~ · ~••t\~1lli · z~~1mt.1~®m ; ~*m1:V:!rf:~ákJJ,'ft25z:~ 
]' ~I**~*~~{:¡¡jk_¡~JE' o 

~ J:liUli~~f:l~t\HL%Hi7f3i;~1~1T5~ákJF"'im · ~%'gj$Uft!f-J±llil&~ "Tribuna 
lndependiente"~mlmF<>~MákJ~ffe9: 0 w.i~~ • ílliü~~:®.:ká~~~'§';¡'f) : r ft 
~~Rede VidamtJ[-él'ml~mr"'~MákJ1*tt5 · fP~~i=m~~iJ · Jt.W%ákJ§~~* 
~~o···~·~T~~-@AákJtt$·~~~~~-.A.ákJtt$ 0 J 
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www.opusdei.org (News) 

Benedict XVl's words for young people 
How can we develop a friendship with Christ? What brings joy to daily life? 

What do we need to make courageous decisions? 

January 23, 2007 

Friends of God 

The Apostles were JesLis' travelling companions, 
JesLis' friends. Their joLirney with JesLis was not only 
a physical joLirney from Galilee to JerLisalem, bLit an 
interior joLirney dLiring which they learned faith in 
JesLis Christ, not withoLit difficLilty, for they were 
people like LIS. 

BLit for this very reason, becaLise they were JesLis' 
travelling companions, JesLis' friends, who learned 
faith on a joLirney that was far from easy, they are 
also gLiides for LIS, who help LIS to know JesLis Christ, 
to love him and to have faith in him. (General 
Audience, August 9, 2006). 

Closeness to Jesus 
"The Apost/es /earned faith in 

Jesus Christ, not without 
difficulty, for they were 

people like us." 
We can imagine that Philip is also addressing LIS with 
those two verbs that imply personal involvement. He 
is also saying to LIS what he said to Nathanael: "Come 
and see." The Apostle engages LIS to become closely acqLiainted with JesLis. 

In fact, friendship, true knowledge of the other person, needs closeness and indeed, 
to a certain extent, lives on it. Moreover, it shoLild not be forgotten that according to 
what Mark writes, JesLis chose the Twelve primarily "to be with him" (Mk 3: 14); that 
is, to share in his life and learn directly from him not only the style of his behavioLir, 

bLit above all who he really was. 

lndeed, only in this way, taking part in his life, coLild they get to know him and 

sLibseqLiently, proclaim him. 

Later, in PaLil's Letter to the Ephesians, one woLild read that what is important is to 
"learn Christ" (4: 20): therefore, not only and not so mLich to listen to his teachings 
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and words as rather to know him in person, that is, his 
humanity and his divinity, his mystery and his beauty. In 
fact, he is not only a Teacher but a Friend, indeed, a 

Brother. 

How will we be able to get to know him properly by being 
distant? Closeness, familiarity and habit make us dis­
cover the true identity of Jesus Christ. The Apostle Philip 
reminds LIS precisely of this. And thLis he invites LIS to 
"come" and "see", that is, to enter into contact by listening, 
responding and commLinion of life with Jesus, day by 
day. (General Audience, September 6, 2006). 

Young people and commitment 
"Closeness, familiarity and 
habit make us discover the 

true identity of Jesus 
Christ." (Photo: carf) Holy Father, you were in Cologne with the young people 

exactly a year ago. You experienced how amazingly wi/1-
ing youth are to welcome others and you personal/y were 
vety warmly welcomed. Will you be bringing a special message far young people on 
this next Trip? 

First of all, 1 woLild say that 1 am very happy there are yoLing people who want to be 

"Definitive decisions: they are 
real/y the only ones that allow us 
to grow, to move ahead and to 
reach something great in life." 

together, who want to be together in faith and who 
want to do something good. The tendency to do 
good is very strong in yoLing people; jList think of 
the many kinds of volLinteer work they do. 

The commitment of offering yoLir own personal con­
tribLition to help the needy of this world is a great 
thing. One idea might be to encoLirage them in this 
sphere: Go ahead! Look for opportLinities to do 
good! The world needs this desire to do good, it 
needs this commitment! 

Then, another message might be this: the courage 
to make definitive decisions! YoLing people are very 
generoLis, bLit when they face the risk of a lifelong 
commitment, be it marriage ora priestly vocation, 
they are afraid. 

The world is moving dramatically: nowadays 1 can 
continLially do whatever 1 want with my life with all 
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its unpredictable future events. By making a definitive decision, am 1 not myselt tying 
up my personal freedom and depriving myselt ot freedom ot movement? 

Reawaken the courage to make definitive decisions: they are really the only ones 
that allow us to grow, to move ahead and to reach something great in lite. They are 
the only decisions that do not destroy our freedom but offer to point us in the right 
direction. Risk making this leap, so to speak, towards the definitive and so embrace 
lite tully: this is something 1 would be happy to communicate to them. (lnterview, 
August 5, 2006). 

Education: the courage to make definitive decisions 

A true education must awaken the courage to make 
definitive decisions, which today are considered a mor­
tifying bind to our freedom. In reality, they are indispens­
able for growth and in order to achieve something great 
in lite, in particular, to cause love to mature in ali its 
beauty: therefore, to give consistency and meaning to 
freedom itselt. 

From this solicitude for the human person and his for­
mation comes our "no" to weak and deviant forms ot 
love and to the counterfeiting ot freedom, seen also in 
the reduction ot reason to only what is calculable or 
manipulatable. In truth, these "nos" are rather "yeses" 
to authentic love, to the reality ot man as he has been 
created by God. (Address, October 19, 2006). 

The beauty of sanctity, and the rich young man 

Four new Saints are proposed today for the veneration 
ot the universal Church: Rafael Guízar y Valencia, Filippo 

"The Saint is exactly that 
man, that woman, who, 
responding with joy and 

generosity to Christ's cal/, 
leaves everything to follow 

him." (Photo: carf) . 

Smaldone, Rose Veneríní and Théodore Guérin. Their names will be remembered 
for ever. 

In contrast to this immediately comes the thought ot the "rich young man" ot whom 
the Gospel, just proclaimed, speaks. This youth has remained anonymous; it he had 
responded positively to the invitation ot Jesus, he would have become his disciple 
and probably the Evangelist would have recorded his name. 

From this tact one can immediately glimpse the theme ot this Sunday's Liturgy ot the 
Word: it man puts his trust in the riches ot this world , he will not reach the tull sense 
ot lite and ot true joy. lt instead, trusting the Word ot God, he renounces himselt and 
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his goods for the Kingdom ot Heaven, apparently losing much, he in reality gains all. 

The Saint is exactly that man, that woman, who, responding with joy and generosity 
to Christ's call , leaves everything to follow him. Like Peter and the other Apostles, as 
St Teresa ot Jesus today reminds us as well as 
countless other friends ot God, the new Saints have 
also run this demanding yet tulfilling Gospel itiner­
ary and have already received "a hundred fold" in 
this lite, together with trials and persecutions, and 
then eternal lite. (Homíly, October 15, 2006). 

The joy of those who trust in God 

But how can we become holy, friends ot God? 

We can first give a negative answer to this question: 
to be a Saint requires neither extraordinary actions 
or works nor the possession ot exceptional 
charisms. Then comes the positive reply: it is nec­
essary first ot all to listen to Jesus and then to fol­
low him without losing heart when taced by 
difficulties. "lt anyone serves me", he warns us, 
"he must follow me; and where 1 am, there shall 
my servant be also; it any one serves me, the Fa­
ther will honour him" (Jn 12: 26) . 

"lt is necessary first of ali to listen 
to Jesus." (Photo: alexkon). 

Like the grain ot wheat buried in the earth, those who trust him and love him sin­
cerely accept dying to themselves. lndeed, he knows that whoever seeks to keep his 
lite for himselt loses it, and whoever gives himselt, loses himselt, and in this very 
way finds lite (cf. Jn 12: 24-25) . 

The Church's experience shows that every form ot holiness, even it it follows differ­
ent paths, always passes through the Way ot the Cross, the way ot selt-denial. 

The Saints' biographies describe men and women who, docile to the divine plan, 
sometimes taced unspeakable trials and suffering, persecution and martyrdom. They 
persevered in their commitment: "they ... have come out ot the great tribulation", one 
reads in Revelation , "they have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood ot the Lamb" (Rv 7: 14). Their names are written in the book ot lite (cf. Rv 20: 
12) and Heaven is their eternal dwelling-place. 

The example ot the Saints encourages us to follow in their same footsteps and to 
experience the joy ot those who trust in God, for the one true cause ot sorrow and 
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unhappiness for men and women is to live far 
from him. 

Holiness demands a constant effort, but it is 
possible for everyone because, rather than a 
human effort, it is first and foremost a gift ot 
God, thrice Holy (cf. Is 6: 3). In the second 
reading, the Apostle John remarks: "See what 
love the Father has given us, that we should 
be called children ot God; and so we are" (1 Jn 
3: 1 ). 

lt is God , therefore , who loved us first and 
made us his adoptive sons in Jesus. Every­
thing in our lives is a gift ot his love: how can 
we be indifferent befare such a great mystery? 
How can we not respond to the Heavenly 
Father's love by living as gratetul children? In 
Christ, he gave us the gift ot his entire selt 

www.opusdei.org (News) 

"In Christ, he gave us the gift of his 
entire self and ca/Is us to a personal 
and profound relationship with him." 

and calls us to a personal and profound relationship with him. 

Consequently, the more we imitate Jesus and remain united to him the more we 
enter into the mystery ot his divine holiness. We discover that he !oves us infinitely, 
and this prompts us in turn to love our brethren. Loving always entails an act ot selt­
denial , "losing ourselves" , and it is precisely this that makes us happy. (Homily, 
November 1, 2006). 

The young 

The young want to see it God exists and what God tells us. Consequently, there is a 
certain willingness , in spite ot ali the difficulties ot our time. An enthusiasm also 
exists. Therefore, we must do ali we can to 
try to keep alive this tlame that shows itselt 
on occasions such as the World Youth Days. 

What shall we do? This is our common 
question .... lt seems to me that under the 
Bishop's coordination, a way should be found, 
on the one hand, to integrate young people 
into the parish so that they may be the leaven 
ot parish lite; and on the other, also to obtain 
for these youth the help ot extra-parochial 
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"The young want to see if God exists 
and what God tells us." 

personnel. These two things must go hand-in-hand. 

lt is necessary to suggest to young people that not only in the parish but also in 
various contexts they must integrate themselves into the lite ot the dioceses so as to 
meet subsequently in the parish; so it is necessary to encourage ali initiatives along 

these lines. 

1 think that volunteer experience is very important nowadays. lt is vital not to leave 
young people to the merey ot discos but to have usetul tasks for them to do in which 
they see they are necessary, realize that they can do something good. 

By teeling this impulse to do something usetul for humanity, for someone, for a 
group, young people also become aware ot this incentive to strive to find the "track" 
ot a positive commitment, ot a Christian ethic. 

lt seems to me very important that young people truly find tasks that demonstrate 
that they are needed, that guide them on the way ot a positive service ot assistance 
inspired by Christ's love for men and women, so that they themselves seek the 
sources from which to draw strength and commitment. (Address, August 31, 2006). 

Humor 

What role does humor play in the life of a Pope? 

1 am not a man who constantly thinks up jokes. But 1 think it is very important to be 
able to see the humorous side ot lite and its joyful dimension and not to take every­
thing too tragically. 

1 would also say it is necessary for my ministry. A writer once said that angels can tly 
because they do not take themselves too seriously. Maybe we could also tly a bit it 
we did not think we were so important. (lnterview, August 5, 2006). 
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Jesus of Nazareth. the Pope's path towards Jesus 

"Jesus of Nazareth," a book written by Benedict XVI is on sale in ltalian, 
German, and Polish bookshops starting April 16, which is also the Pope's 
80th birthday. The volume, 448 pages long, is to be translated into 20 
languages. The English publication date was May 7. 

2007/04/15 

The ltalian publishing house, Rizzoli, 
entrusted by the Vatican Publishing House 
with the sale of the rights of the book 
throughout the world, today released a press 
communique stating that" 'Jesus of Nazareth' 
is the first part of a two-volume work 
examining Jesus' public life from His Baptism 
in the Jordan to the Transfiguration." 

"On the one hand," the communique 
continues, "this is a pastoral narrative ... 
offering an introduction to the principies of 
Christianity .... On the other, the text is an 
essay that maintains the strict academic 
discipline that distinguish the writings and 
talks of the theologian Joseph Ratzinger. 

"The pastoral concerns of the Pope," it adds, "and his exceptional theological 
doctrine, come together to focus on the central theme of the work: the conviction 
that, in order to understand the figure of Jesus Christ, it is necessary to start 
from His union with the Father. 

"A historical-critical methodology is indispensable for serious exegesis." Such a 
methodology "has granted access to a great quantity of material and knowledge 
that enable us to reconstruct the figure of Jesus with a profundity un imaginable 
a few decades ago. 

Nonetheless, only faith can lead to the understanding that Jesus is God; and if in 
the light of this conviction the sacred texts are read with the instruments of modern 
historical-critical methodology, ... they revea! .. . a figure worthy of faith. 
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"For Joseph Ratzinger, faith and critica! research are complementary, not 
antagonistic , and the Jesus of the Gospels is the historical Jesus ," the 

communique concludes. 

A synopsis of the new volume, entitled "the Pope's path towards Jesus," makes 
it clear that this book "reflects the personal search by Joseph Ratzinger for the 
'tace of Jesus,' and is nota document of the Magisterium." 

"For Benedict XVI, the biblical text contains ali the elements to affirm that the 
historical figure of Jesus Christ is also in fact the Son of God, Who carne to earth 
to save humankind." 

"For Joseph 

Ratzinger, faith and 

critica! research are 

complementary, not 

antagonistic, and 

the Jesus of the 

Gospels is the 

historical Jesus". 

"Based on the intimate unity between the Old and New 
Testament, and employing Christological hermeneutics 
which see in Jesus Christ to the key to the entire Bible, 
Joseph Ratzinger presents the Jesus of the Gospels 
as the 'new Moses' Who fulfills the ancient expectations 
of Israel. 

This new and true Moses must lead the people of God 
to real and definitive freedom. He does so through 
successive steps which, nonetheless, always allow 
God's plan to be seen in its entirety." 

In this light, "the immersion of Jesus in the waters of 
the Jordan is the symbol of His death and descent into 

hell, a reality that accompanied Him throughout His lite . 

In order to save humanity, .. . He had to overcome the principal temptations that 
in different forms threaten mankind of ali times and, transforming them into 
obedience, reopen the way towards God, towards the Promised Land which is 
the Kingdom of God ." 

"The theme of the 'Kingdom of God' which runs throughout Jesus' announcement 
is given deeper consideration in the Pope's reflection on the Sermon on the 
Mount, .. . in which the Beatitudes constitute the main points of the new Law and, 
at the same time, representa self-portrait of Jesus." 

The Sermon "shows that this Law is not just, as in Moses' case , the result of a 
'faceto face' meeting with God, but carries in itself the fullness that arises from 
Jesus' intimate union with the Father." 
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Hence, a "fundamental element" of man's lite is "talking and listening to God. 
And far this reason Benedict XVI has dedicated an entire chapter to prayer, 
explaining the Our Father that Jesus Himself taught us." 

The synopsis continues: ''The profaund contact of men and women with God the 
Father through Jesus in the Holy Spirit brings them together in the 'us' of a new 
family which, with the choosing of the Twelve, recalls the origins of Israel. ... 

Even in its highly varied composition, the new family of Jesus, the Church of ali 
times, finds in Him the unifying center and the guidance to live the universal 
nature of His Gospel. "In arder to make the content of His message more 
accessible and to turn it into a farm of practica! guidance, Jesus used parables ... 

However, there is also a purely theological explanation of the meaning of the 
parables, and Joseph Ratzinger highlights this in a singularly profaund analysis." 
The Holy Father's book then goes on to consider "the metaphors used by Jesus 
to explain His mystery." 

"The profaund contact of men and women with God the Father through Jesus in 
the Holy Spirit brings them together in the 'us' of a new family". These are "the 
great images of St. John," but "befare analyzing them the Pope presents a very 
interesting summary of the various results of academic research into who John 
the Evangelist was," and "opens new horizons far readers, revealing Jesus ever 
more clearly as the 'Word of God'." 

"This point of view is broadened further in the last two chapters of the book ... 
where the true mission of the Messiah of God and the destiny of those who 
fallow Him is definitively established." 

Finally "an in-depth analysis of the titles which, according to the Gospels, Jesus 
used far Himself, concludes the Pontiff's book. " "Alongside the man of faith, ... 
alongside the highly sophisticated theologian, ... what also emerges from this 
book is the pastor who truly manages to 'encourage in readers the growth of a 
living relationship' with Jesus Christ. ... 

In this light," the synopsis concludes, "the Pontiff is not afraid to tell the world 
that, by excluding God and clinging only to visible and material reality, we risk 
self destruction in the selfish search far a purely material wellbeing," while 
renouncing the possibility "of achieving true freedom in the 'Promised Land,' the 
'Kingdom of God'. " 
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Favors granted through the intercession of St. 
Josemaria Escrivá 

A small miracle 

Thanks far a 'small ' miracle ... 1 have a wonderful son, who is a lively and 
articulate 3 year old, but he is rather assertive in his tastes . He has had 
almost phobic aversion to most foods since weaning , surviving mainly on 
sausages and chicken nuggets for long periods and generally refusing to 
even try anything new. 1 was constantly having to make special arrangements 
around his eating preferences and taking him out anywhere posed an ongoing 
challenge which was often exhausting. He could not eat with his peers and 1 
would have to prepare his own separate food to bring to social gatherings for 
him . Comparing him to my second son , who had none of these strong 
preferences, only re-enforced my bewilderment. 

My friend could see that this was becoming a major worry for me and would 
distract my thoughts in my prayer and even during a retreat. She suggested 
that we do a nine day novena to St. Josemaria, using the prayer card. Even 
from the first day 1 saw the difference when he amazed us by asking far a 
piece of the salman we were having for dinner. The day after, at a friend 's 
house, he requested for the first time to try a boiled egg! He kept this up until 
he was eating sandwiches, rice dishes and even cheese (previously totally 
embargoed in any shape or farm since he tried a baby jar of cheese soufflé 
at 8 months.). By the end of the novena 1 considered him cured and he is 
now eating a normal diet, like any other child. Although the scale of this 
event may seem small in comparison to others 1 wish to assert that it is a true 
miracle! Thank you St. Josemaria! 

M. D., UK 
April 29, 2007 

A small but important favor 

1 promised 1 would write about this small favor which , although it is so small, 
is nevertheless very important to me. 1 had to give a speech to 400 people. lt 
was the first time 1 had spoken to such a large audience. When 1 practiced , 
there carne a point where my voice failed and 1 started to cry. 1 did this dozens 
of times, l'm not exaggerating . 1 said to St Josemaría, "You were overcome 
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with emotion in the presence of his holiness Pope Paul VI - do me this great 
favor, don't let me be overcome and don't let my voice give way during my 
speech." Sorne hours befare the occasion 1 had another practice, and far the 
first time my voice didn't give way. 

1 knew that the Founder of Opus Dei had heard my prayers, and 1 went along 
confidently to the conference. 1 though that it was proof that he had already 
granted the favor. And so it was. Additionally, 1 told him, "I will publish it, 
although 1 find it hard, because 1 don 't like talking about such personal 
things ." 1 was congratulated by people who are very hard to please and who 
never go overboard about these things. 1 want to show my gratitude so that 
more people are encouraged to have recourse to the intercession of St. 
Josemaría, Founder of Opus Dei , in everyday things. 

C. S. , Spain 
April 28, 2007 

1 got the tickets 

Far a long time past 1 have been meaning to write about two favors St 
Josemaría did far me on different trips. The first was to get me two tickets on 
the very day of the trip, only just befare leaving. This was amazing, given 
that the August vacations began on that day and 1 was traveling to the south 
of Spain, which is a notable tourist destination. 1 prayed hard to St Josemaría, 
the faunder of Opus Dei, all the way to the station. 1 had to be very persistent 
at the booking-office, but in the end 1 was able to travel that day, impossible 
though it seemed. 

The other favor 1 promised to write about was far a trip 1 made to my home 
town. My dad had been in hospital far several weeks and 1 went to visit him. 
1 went by airplane. As it is a long distance and there are no direct flights, you 
always have to make a transfer. 1 had a return ticket far fixed flights, tourist 
class . While 1 was there the hospital confirmed the date of an operation on 
the very day 1 was due to travel back. 1 stayed to see him safely through the 
operation, so 1 lost my flight. 1 prayed to St Josemaría that l'd be able to 
travel the next day. 

At the first airport, thanks to the help of someone 1 knew, there was no problem, 
but the second flight was more complicated. 1 had the medical report as 
evidence, and after a lot of to-ing and fro-ing , and, of course, praying to St 
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Josemaría, they let me on the fl ight. lt really was a big favor because one of 
the conditions of that type of ticket is that you can 't change the flight, and 
obviously still less after the date when it should have been used. 

E. N. V., Spain 
April 2007 

As arranged 

1 am a pilot with a German airways company. 1 was living in Frankfurt and 1 
asked to be transferred to Düsseldorf, because l'd faund a house in that city 
far my family - my wife and the baby we were expecting. Everything seemed 
to be going well and we were already getting the new house set up when , 
because of staff shortages, they canceled the transfer. 1 talked to the manager 
and another person, but nobody understood my problem or was interested 
in my situation. Even the union didn't want to help. The only solution left was 
to turn to St Josemaría and entrust the solution to him. And suddenly, everyone 
started trying to help, they faund a solution to the problem, and 1 was able to 
move as arranged . 

J. R. , Germany 
April 1 O, 2007 

From Cuba 

l live in Cuba, and through a friend 1 received a copy of The Way by Josemaría 
Escrivá, the faunder of Opus Dei . 1 began to read it and meditate about it 
little by little, and my life has changed. My faith has become more committed, 
and now 1 know that God is our good Father and that l've a great patron in 
heaven called St Josemaría. Every day 1 practice the "heroic minute" of getting 
up right away in the morning, or at any rate 1 try to. 1 am more organized, and 
my life of faith has received a new direction. Everyone who can should read 
this great book. lt will help you so much in your life. Now 1 take it with me 
wherever 1 go. Thank you. 

Lester, Cuba 
March 29, 2007 
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She carne out of the coma 

Two years ago my daughter Roxana, 31 , was in coma in a hospital in Chiclayo. 
We had very little hope that she would recover. After a fartnight, one morning 
1 went to seven o'clock Mass in the Cathedral. 1 was standing near the 
entrance , when 1 got the feeling someone on my left was looking at me. 1 

didn 't turn round because 1 was trying to fallow the Mass, but suddenly 1 

couldn 't help glancing that way. 1 saw a big photo of Saint Josemaría Escrivá. 
1 told him that when 1 had finished praying to our Father God, 1 would go and 
pray far his intercession with my wife , who had lost faith that our daughter 
would recover. So 1 said to her, "Let's ask this saint to intercede befare God 
far our daughter," and we did. 

That afternoon 1 went to the hospital. My wife couldn't even bring herself to 
ask far news, but, thank God , my daughter had improved. The next day ¡ 
went round the whole town looking far a prayer-card or photo of the faunder 
of Opus Dei but 1 couldn't find one. To my great surprise, when 1 went to visit 
my daughter that afternoon, she already had her eyes open when 1 carne in. 
Beside her, on the glass panel , someone had stuck a prayer-card of Saint 
Josemaría. 1 hadn't seen it befare and 1 don't know who put it there. Now he 
is my patron, my guide and support in everything. Thank you, Saint Josemaría! 

J. A. S. , Peru 
March 28, 2007 

Which saint did you pray to? 

1 was desperate with trying to find a job, this had become a nightmare and 1 

was physically and emotionally exhausted. The reason was "lack of work 
experience" - 1 just took my degree at university. 1 can't believe that having 
a professional qualification is not enough to get a job. Then one day 1 heard 
about Saint Josemaría thru sorne friends. 1 faund out more about him and 
then began a novena to him. Unbelievable though it seems, even befare 
completing the novena 1 began to see the first results thru God's infinita 
merey. 1 received sorne calls , and although they were not far jobs 1 was 
interested in, that gave me hope. 

After about a month praying the prayer daily and renewing my efforts thru 
the right channels, 1 got my longed-far post. 1 thank God, my Guardian Angel 
and of course Saint Josemaría, Founder of Opus Dei. 1 am now working for 
a company that is wonderful in every way. Recently talking to a friend she 
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~ astonished to hear the details of my job and asked , "Hey, which saint 

did you pray to?!" 

A. V.M. , Mexico 
March 25, 2007 

1 have not drunk since that day 

As a sixty year old person who had never been honest about his drinking nor 
his drunkenness, 1 wanted to change but hardly believed it possible. One 
day 1 felt called upan to pray to Josemaria far sobriety - even though 1 had 
little orno understanding of what the word meant. Befare a week had passed, 
1 was sure the prayer had been answered and so it was through a series of 
steps that began with a retreat that weekend. By the grace of God fifteen 
years later, 1 ama saber person who has not drunk since that day. Sincerely 

yours, 

E.M., USA 
December 28, 2005 

Guardian Angels 

Through Saint Josemaría's teachings l've learned to talk to the Guardian Angels 
ali the time. Especially when l'm driving, 1 ask them to help me drive well , find a 
parking-space nearby, arrive on time after long journeys, etc. 
The day befare yesterday 1 fargot to lock the car because 1 got distracted trying 
to adjust the rear view mirror, and when 1 was praying to my Guardian Angel , 
and had already walked 20 steps away from the car - in a rather dangerous 
area -1 turned round like 1 was being pulled on a string, went back to the car and 
locked it. 

Thank you Saint Josemaría far teaching me to talk with the Guardian Angels, 
and may they and you keep on caring far my children , my husband and me. 

Rocío, Spain 
October 27, 2005 
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From Tunisia 

A letter from T unisia where a Mass was celebrated far the feast of Saint Josemaría 
on June 26, 2005. 

Dear friends, 

The Lord hears our prayers. The Mass we organized on June 26 was a success. 
Saint Josemaría was the Saint of the day in our church on that Ju ne 26. 

In the Mass, in his homily and the Bidding Prayers, Father Moises Koumakpai 
told us about 'this new Saint of the Catho/ic Church", high/ighting the main features 
of his spirit i.e. spreading the universa/ cal/ to holiness to al/ the baptized. Father 
Koumakpai a/so asked us to pray far Opus Dei and al/ its faithful. 

After Mass the congregation was invited to look at an exhibition, and peop/e 
were giving out pictures of Saint Josemaría and /eaf/ets about the Work and its 
founder. The parishioners were delighted with the exhibition and what it taught 
them about the Opus Dei pre/ature. 

Many thanks foral/ your encouragement and prayers. 
United in prayer, 
M. G., Tunis 
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My Disbelief Has Turned lnto Deep Seated 
Commitment 
When she first heard the message of Opus Dei, she thought it an unattainable 
ideal. Today lvy Phua is a member, and she says, "My disbelief has turned into 
a deep seated commitment that is still growing everyday." 

2007/05/28 

"To be a saint and to sanctify work in the middle 
of the world" - 1 gasped in awe when 1 first heard 
this at Opus Dei . 1 had always been a good , 
practicing Catholic but this seemed an 
unattainably lofty idea. 

That thought has since changed as 1 journeyed 
with the triends met in the Work. The experience 
is indeed beautitul with the numerous doctrine 
classes and retreats that 1 attended. With each 
class, 1 know more about the Catholic taith and 
with each retreat, 1 love God more deeply! 

Without a doubt, my disbelief has turned into a 
deep seated commitment that is still growing 
everyday. With faith, 1 am able to keep presence of God every waking moment. 

Work takes up like eight or sometimes twelve hours ot my day. In the past, 1 couldn't 
imagine how God could fit into that schedule of mine: He was present in my lite only 
at bedtime or when 1 had the time. 

But slowly and surely through prayer, keeping the presence ot God during the day 
has become a reality. 1 began an arduous journey and remember the numerous 
occasions where 1 failed or forgot to give Him my time. 

My friend in the Work, who is also a confidant, keeps telling me that prayer lite is a 
gradual slope that one should try to ascend, not immediately, but ultimately. 1 am 
motivated even to this day! 

Opus Dei has helped me be holy and purposeful. 1 have never felt closer to God 
even in my moments ot difficulty. With God in my lite, 1 have the strength and courage 
to tace up to the challenges at work and in my lite. 
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25 years at the Crossroads of the Orient 

"lt is logical that we desire to spread this human and supernatural joy to 
everyone in China, in Asia and to the other continents. In order to do so, pray 
a lot for them." 

2007/05/01 

Twenty-five years ago in Hong Kong, the first Holy 
Mass was celebrated in the first centre of the 
women on 1 st May 1982. Since that day, our Lord's 
presence in the tabernacle of that centre has been 
a boost for the apostolic activity in the city. 

Regular trips to Hong Kong were already being 
made from Manila sorne years prior; and in 1981, 
they began looking for a place that could be the 
first centre of the women in the city. On 1 Oth 
December, feast day of our Lady of Loreto , a 
suitable apartment on Hong Kong lsland was finally 
secured, thanks also to the heavenly intercession 
of our Founder, St. Josemaría Escrivá. The 
following year, three women members of Opus Dei 
moved to Hong Kong on 1 st March to begin the 
first centre of the Work. Two months later, the oratory was ready for the first celebration 
of the Mass and for the reservation of our Lord in the tabernacle. 

Msgr. Alvaro del Portillo, Prelate of Opus 
Dei and successor of St. Josemaría, was 
following ali the developments with fatherly 
interest and with his prayers. Towards the 
end of February 1982, he wrote to his 
daughters who were busy with the 
preparations to move to Hong Kong, 
encouraging them, "You have everything 
well prepared, with all the prayers and 
mortification offered by your sisters and 
brothers the world over, especially in this 
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last year ... Besides, you can count on the powerful intercession of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary who will watch over you and help you, now and later, at every moment. Do not 
forget, my daughters, that a tender and filial devotion to the Mother of God is the 

best foundation for our spiritual lite and for all we do. ( .. . )" 

In the new centre, sorne spiritual activities 
could be offered for friends and those keen 
to grow in their faith and spiritual life; and 
so it continues till today. At present, there ·~.ni"! 
are 3 centres of Opus Dei which offer 
activities for women, one on Hong Kong 
lsland and 2 in the Kowloon peninsula. 
There are a similar number of centres with 

activities formen. 

In 1996, Bishop Javier Echevarría, who 
succeeded Bishop Alvaro as Prelate of 
Opus Dei, visited Hong Kong and Macau from 15th to 18th April. On 16th April, he 
celebrated Mass for his daughters in the oratory of that first centre. During the 
thanksgiving after Mass, he prayed at the foot of the altar, befare the tabernacle and 
the altarpiece, which was an Oriental painting of Holy Mary, Queen of China, with 

the Child Jesus standing on her lap. 

In a general get-together that same 
afternoon with several hundred people 
who have come from all over Hong Kong 
-truly, a crossroads of the Orient and 
threshold of China- he said, "lt is logical 
that we desire to spread this human and 
supernatural joy to everyone in China, in 
Asia and to the other continents. In arder 
to do so, pray a lot for them. Lave them; 

offer up your work for them, your difficulties, those that crop up everyday. With ali 
this, you are preparing the ground for them to be closer to God." 
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"Pray that we may be the priests that Christ 
desires" 
Thirty-eight faithful of Opus Dei were ordained priests on May 26. This article 
offers sorne testimonies from sorne of them. 

2007105128 

One of the 38 faithful of Opus Dei to be ordained is North 
American, Justin Gillespie, who stands at nearly 2 m 
tall with a bird's-eye view of the world. He will be ordained 
by Mons. Javier Echevarría on May 26 in Rome. 

Justin began living the spirit of Opus Dei "little by little, 
and during that period, discovered a peace and happiness 
that he had not previously felt". The future Fr. Justin added 
that the call presented a path and new horizons that were 
not always easy, "The Christian calling is not like receiving 
an email ora phone call from God telling you: 'Hey, Justin, 
/'ve gota plan far you!' lt is a process that requires "much 
prayer and, occasionally, time". 

"THE FIRST MASS: FOR MY FATHER'S SOUL" 

Justin Gillespie, from the 
US (Photos: JM San 

Millán) . 

The ordination will take place in the Basilica of St. Eugene at 4 p.m. Weeks before, 
those to be ordained have been preparing themselves spiritually and rehearsing the 
ceremony. They are also asking for prayers to be faithful. 

Andrés Felipe Suárez, from 
Colombia. 

Their parents and friends will come to Rome from the 
five continents, though not everyone will be able to come. 
"My father was called Emilio and he passed away when 1 
was 13," recalls Andrés Felipe Suárez. "He loved to talk 
about interesting topics. He was baptized as an infant 
and had affection for the Blessed Virgin, though he 
shunned any public manifestation of religion. 1 am gratetul 
to him and have fond memories and admiration for him. 1 
would like to be able to celebrate my first Mass in Medellin 
for the repose of his soul." 

"SAUDADE DO MEU RIO DE JANEIRO!" 

The future priests come from 17 different countries. 
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Though many have lived sorne years away from their native land, they carry memories 
clase to their hearts. Pedro Willemsens is from Rio de Janeiro, and if you asked 
him about his city, he would not be able to repress a sigh of "saudade do meu Rio de 
Janeiro!" (How 1 long for my Rio de Janeiro!). He commented that the years lived in 
Europe have made him wish for his native city a "greater beauty, and less poverty 
and misery which afflicts sorne of his fellow countrymen ." 

The roads that have led each one to Opus Dei, and 
later to the priesthood, are varied . Leonardo Bravo, 
Mexican, tells how he turned down different invitations 
to participate in the means of Christian formation at an 
Opus Dei centre over a period of three years. "There 
was peer pressure from my 'bolita' (group of friends) , 
which meant adherence to an unwritten rule of not 
stepping into a centre of Opus Dei." 

All the candidates for ordination share in common their 
affection for Pope Benedict XVI and John Paul 11. 
Fabrizio Melchiori, Argentinian , was in St Peter's 
Square the night Karol Wojtyla passed away. "I was 
able to pray before his mortal remains only after 
queuing for 5 hours. The ambiance was exceptional. 
There was a group of Muslims in a pose of profound 

Pedro Willemsens, Brazilian 
from Rio. 

respect nearby; a little further off, there was a lady from Naples who was barely able 
to stand; and to my right, a young Pole exhausted after hitch-hiking ali the way to be 
able to see his Pope." 

lrishman Brendan O'Connor is the oldest amongst them and had met St Josemaria 
in person, "I had the privilege of being with him a few times in 1973. His infective 
optimism, and his affectionate and gracious personality made a deep impression on 
me." 

"MY PARENTS ARE VERY HAPPY" 

The Founder of Opus Dei said that we owe 90% of our vocation to our parents . 
Ricardo Furber, Mexican, has felt this since he was young. "I have that clear picture 
of my parents making the effort to go for daily Mass at 7. They never insisted that 1 
accompanied them, though Sundays were different as they would insist that we all 
went together. When my father took me to school , we would recite sorne prayers to 
our Lady. Before we went to bed, we used to kiss them good-night and they would 
take that chance to make the sign of the Cross on our foreheads. " 
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Paolo Arcara, from Como (ltaly), comments, "I think my parents are very happy with 
my decision and, above all , to see me happy. All this makes up for my being far from 
home, though at times they miss me." 

THE COMMITMENT OF THE LAITY 

As the day of the Ordination draws near, Eugen Graas, 
from Holland, highlights the fundamental role of the lay 
faithful in the building up of the Church and in the 
evangelization of society. "The priest plays a vital role in 
the lite of the Church, wh ich revolves around the 
Eucharist. But it is the lay faithful who Christianize society 
from within and they make it more just through the 
dedication to their family , their upright attitude at work 
and their commitment to social structures." 

Fabio Quartulli is a Parisian. His past alliance with the 
communist cell group Ho Chi Minh has created a certain 
celebrity status among his fellow companions who will 
be ordained. When asked again about what remains of 

The Dutch Eugen Graas. the 'militant communist' in him , he replies, "A great 
concern for the East European countries, especially for 

Russia ... anda special affection for the social initiatives prometed by the faithful of 
Opus Dei throughout the world. " 

CONGO: SUFFERINGS THAT GNAW AT THE CONSCIENCE 

After the ceremony of May 26, the new priests will begin 
their pastoral work in the five continents. Congolese 
Freddy Ngandu describes the situation of his country as 
"a continuous cry of desolation that reverberates in the 
conscience of every Congolese. " He continues, "lt is 
worthwhile to share with them the training and the 
experience 1 acquired during my stay in Rome. lt is not 
much , but it is something that can be useful for the 
country." 

A common feeling among the future priests was voiced 
by Venezuelan Luis Armando Silva, "We know that we 
are sustained by the prayers of many people. We need 
them in order to respond generously to this great gift. 
Pray that we may be the priests that Christ desires." 

35 

':' 1 

Freddy Ngandu, from 
Congo. 
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INCONTRO ROMANO 2007: 
Live the Family, the art of making a home 

280 participants from 10 countries met in Rome to discuss the artistic, cultural 
and social relevance of the daily work of home making. This is the second of a 
series of 3 congresses organised under the theme "Live the Family" 

2007/04/22 

The Congress /ncontro Romano was recently 
held in Rome where 280 participants from 1 O 
countries -among them Germany, Brazil, 
Spain, ltaly, France, USA and Hong Kong-, 
presented their conclusions on the topic "Uve 
the Family: Home Art." 

This "encounter" marks a series of con­
gresses from 2006-2008 taking take place , 
under the common theme of "Uve the F amily". 

The presentations and talks highlighted the excellence demanded by the daily work 
of home making, with its artistic and cultural dimension, and its influence in the lives 

of the persons. 

The exchange of professional experience among persons from various backgrounds 
in each of the sessions of the annual Congress was enriching. Raquel Contador and 
Susana García from Madrid expounded their ideas in their presentation on "Home 
Art: live like an artist". 

"To live with artistic flair in the daily tasks at home," said Raquel, "requires a personal 
attitude that is worthwhile fostering; learning to be observant without getting tired." 

The work of attending to a person directly, like that of home making, day after day, 
can leave a lasting mark on the persons who are loved, through the care for the 
material details that make lite more pleasant. 

"A clean house," they continued, "clothes well taken cared of, the changing of a 
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burnt out bulb, or the care for the dishes served at meals, ali silently reflect the 
amiability and courtesy of the attentive service that is given by someone." 

The second part of the presentation introduced a project of the Centro de Estudio y 
Trabajo (CET). In this project, those who are at their studies in the university learn to 
balance it with the professional work of home making, through an integral plan of 
formation that simultaneously prometes an authentic meaning of the family. 

Hot Pot: Good Food, Happy Home was the presentation of Tiffany Kung Wai Yee 
from Hong Kong . lt emphasised the value of the hot pot, a traditional Chinese meal 
in which the ingredients of the meal are cooked as they dine at the table. The pre­
sentation valued a cultural element that makes family life and cooking go hand in 
hand. 

The main presentation was by Claire Mazoyer from the lnstitut de Formation a 
l'Assistance aux Personnes (IFAP), France. 

"The home," Professor Mazoyer said , "reveals the tone of the family life of the family 
that lives in it. At the same time, the material tasks at home -the domestic activities­
infuse warmth and life in an otherwise impersonal framework, precisely because 
they are done by people for other people ." 

"Taking care of these material things (arder, harmony, cleaning) creates a peaceful, 
serene, and beautiful environment that helps everyone in the family to rest. The 
domestic tasks have as an immediate end, the wellbeing of each member of the 
family. As it is, this work will always be necessary and is a source of dignity and 
improvement for whoever carries them out." 
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Sao Paulo -- Television program for the family 

Two years ago, a group of professionals organized the Association for Culture and 
Current Events (ACEA), dedicated to reflection on the ethical and humanistic prin­
cipies of culture. lts fi rst activity was a cycle of conferences entitled "Values as the 
Basis for a New Society." 

At the end of its first year, ACEA had gathered extensive material in the area of 
education, bioethics, ecology and, above ali , the family. At the same time, the Rede 
Vida television channel decided that the material would be of interest for its program 
Tribuna Independiente, which is broadcast throughout the country on Friday evenings. 

Tribuna Independiente brings together experts in various fields who participate in 
rou nd table discussions on subjects of their specialty. On this interactive program, 
TV viewers send their questions by e-mail, which are answered directly if time permits. 
The questions that remain unanswered at the end of the program are handled 
afterwards. 

At the request of the public, Tribuna Independiente is now broadcast also on Mondays. 
In addition, the Association sends videos of the programs to anyone interested. Many 
requests come from schools, libraries and universities. The principal of the Galois 
School in Brasilia was invited to speak on the respective roles of parents and schools 
in educating children. Later she decided to make copies of the video for the three 
thousand fami lies who send children to her school. 

An example of the repercussion of Tribuna Independiente was the case of a 15-
year-old girl who after seeing one of the programs sent an e-mail to Professor Sueli 
Caramello Uliano, who had spoken about abortion. The correspondence was then 
comínued, w1th the result that the young girl changed her decision to have an abortion. 

The current research on embryonic stem cells, which is the subject of a piece of 
pend 'lg legislation, led the Attorney General of the Republic to watch an episode of 
Tribuna Independiente that considered this question. Two days later he declared in 
the country's largest newspaper: "I have been greatly impressed by an interview that 
1 saw on Rede Vida with a specialist on this question and am reflecting on his words. 
The fact 1s that, in arder to save a life, one is doing away with another life." 
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