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Thanks to St. Josemaría for bringing me to 
the Catholic Faith 

Through knowing the Catholic Faith I decided to become a Catho/ic. 

WL, Macau, October 22, 2014 

Meeting Christ and Learning the Catholic Faith 

My first encounter with Christ was when 

1 was studying in a Christian primary 

school in Macau. 1 joined sorne Christian 

spiritual activities because of sorne 

difficulties, disappointments, and a 

feeling of being lost in lite. By believing 

in Christ, 1 gathered enough courage and 

perseverance to move ahead daily. 

During my pre-university studies, 

happen to meet a person named Joseph, 

who is a member of Opus Dei. This is the 

start of my knowing about Opus Dei. lt 

became the seed far me to journey into 

the Catholic Faith. 

With guidance from Opus Dei, I have decided to become a 
Catholic 

1 felt that in my previous faith as a Christian, it was not substantial enough, 

and felt sorne things were missing. 1 was fortunate to have contact with 

people of Opus Dei. In the year 2013 , 1 became a Cooperator of Opus 

Dei in Macau . Through the guidance of Fr. Mandia, Joseph and Tony, 1 

received a deeper knowledge of the Catholic faith. Far example, 1 learned 

that the church originated from the first disciples of Christ. Also, how to 

pray and most especially, the meaning of the Holy Eucharist. 1 learned 

about Confession and The Way of the Cross, too. 

25 

Biblioteca Virtual Josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer y Opus Dei



.. ---,-

www.josemariaescriva.info (Testimonies) 

Moreover, 1 felt very at ease with the spiritual guidance 1 was receiving, and 

1 resolved to become a Catholic. 1 am very thankful to the people of Opus 

Dei because 1 was baptized at Our Lady of Fatima Church in Macau in 

April 2014. 1 will follow the footsteps of Jesus Christ in trying to lave people, 

having a spirit of sacrifice, and always be kindhearted. 1 can definitely say 

that to be a Catholic my life will be more wonderful, happy and meaningful. 

To sanctify oneself and help the family, relatives and friends 
to get closer to God 

This is what 1 learned through the guidance of Opus Dei: that 1 can be 

united with Christ through sanctifying myself. In learning Catholic doctrine, 

it will bring my profession, family lite, and the education of children in closer 

union with Christ. My aim is to glorify God, and do what Jesus wants of 

me. For example, that we should live in the way Jesus lived, such as being 

humble, to offer sacrifice to God, and to sanctify our work. In June 2009, 1 

became a father. 1 experienced for the first time the love between a father 

anda child. lndirectly, 1 experienced the lave of God forme. 

Last, but not least, in arder to be more effective for me to bring my relatives 

and friends towards God, 1 would need to go through more doctrine classes 

and recollections. We can also do apostolate with other people to spread 

the Gospel of the Lord, with the help of the people of Opus Dei, so as to let 

them know about God the Father. 
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My Happy Personal Encounter with Opus Dei 

By James TM Liao 
October 13, 2014 

.. 
In September 2008, 1 organized an activity for the Taichung Diocese and 
paid a visit to the Sacred Name of Jesus Catholic Church in Luocuo. 1 had 
a brief chat with Fr. Lin Tiende, the parish priest who asked me if 1 had ever 
attended activities organized by Opus Dei. 1 said no and Fr. Lin told me that 
it may be good for me to get to know this group in the future. 1 had never 
attended an Opus Dei activity so 1 totally forgot that conversation . 

But as 1 now type on my computer keyboard and search for any record of 
that brief conversation with Fr. Lin, 1 confirmed that 1 really did not think 
much of it. 

In September 2009, a year after that parish activity, a number of typhoons 
hit the Philippines causing loss of lives and much damage to property. The 
Most Reverend Martin Yao-wen Su, the Bishop of Taichung, asked me to 
get in touch with a Chinese Filipino doctor to see if there was anything we 
could do to help. 1 was pleasantly surprised to find out that the doctor was 
my old friend Dr. Cisco Lim whom 1 had not seen in ten years. When 1 first 
met him, 1 was not yet a Catholic. 1 was overjoyed to learn that we now 
shared the same faith. 
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In their concern to help their unfortunate countrymen, Dr. Lim and other 
Chinese Filipinos in Taiwan embarked on the St. Michael Project to gather 
donations for the typhoon victims. Among the initiators of the project was 
Fr. Derrick Sarria Go, a priest of Opus Dei. The St. Michael Project brought 
me into frequent dealings with Dr. Lim and Fr. Derrick and to a better 
understanding of Opus Dei. lmmersed in the various tasks for the disaster 
relief efforts, 1 had no time to recall that conversation 1 had with Fr. Lin in 

2008. 
In 201 O, with our Philippine disaster relief efforts behind us, 1 invited Dr. 
Lim again to help organize an international volunteer activity in Africa. Fr. 
Derrick helped us raise funds from among his friends in Taipei, among 
them Robert Chang, a member of Opus Dei and the younger brother of my 
junior high school classmate. The reconnection with a friend whom 1 hadn't 
seen in ten years and the discovery of a donor who turned out to be the 
brother of a high school classmate formed part of a string of coincidences 
that made me think that indeed the world was small. Or were they all part of 

God's mysterious plan? 

When the excitement over the volunteer activities had subsided, the 
conversation 1 had with Fr. Lin in the Luocuo Church returned to my 
memory. lndeed, everything is part of God's plan and there is a time for 
everything as Chapter 3 of Ecclesiastes says. "That conversation may 
have been buried in the deep recesses of my memory, but it is linked to the 
answers 1 eventually found to the long-standing questions about my spiritual 

life". 
Fr. Derrick started coming to Taichung every two weeks to befriend 
Catholics, hear confessions and to spread the universal call to sanctify 
ordinary work. Opus Dei stressed on having a unity of life through a 
personal encounter with God in one's interior life and personal apostolate, 
thus harmonizing the many spiritual and material realities of our daily lives. 
In our chats with him, Fr. Derrick encouraged us to do a daily examination 
of conscience and to develop spiritual discipline. The active, workaholic 
me discovered that this was the way to gradually arrive at an attitude of 
abandonment to God. 1 have also become a good friend of St. Josemaría, 
whom 1 think .is pleased from his home in heaven . 

How did 1 become friends with this saint? The first time we met, Fr. Derrick 
gave me a small book called "The Way", written by St. Josemaría. 1 politely 
accepted it but after reading through it, 1 found the words of this great saint 
concise and to the point, real pearls of wisdom. There is no beating around 
the bush. All the points are really an aid to meditation and self-examination. 
They enable us to integrate his spirit into our lives and discern what the 
Holy Spirit tells us. We learn how to find God in our lives. 
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"The Way" awakened in me a great interest in St. Josemaría. In looking for 
more information about him, 1 carne across sorne films showing him answer 
questions during big gatherings of people. His replies were short and pithy, 
striking my soul with a power which in Chinese Kung Fu could be described 
as "a fist blow to where it hurts." lt felt like he was speaking to me face 
to face, like a friend or a brother giving me counsel, a mentor or a father 
guiding me. 

One day, reading through a website of St. Josemaría, a "Job Seeker's 
Novena to St. Josemaría" appeared on my monitor. 1 was not really looking 
for a job but out of curiosity, 1 clicked on the link and found myself reading 
his words: "Work is a path to sanctity." This was just what 1 had been 
searching for --- a way to live out the ascetical life. lt was about that time 
when 1 met Yufeng Wang, a long-standing church activities volunteer. She 
asked me to pray for the recovery of her husband's failing eyesight and 
for the conversion of her family. 1 carne to the conclusion that spreading 
the Faith and praying for the needs of others were the duties of every 
Christian. So 1 did a novena to St. Josemaría for the needs of Mrs. Wang 
and added my own intentions. 1 invited Mrs. Wang to pray a novena too. 
After a few weeks, she told me that her husband had not yet fully recovered 
his eyesight but that he had ceased to complain about her pro-active 
devotion to her Faith. On the outside, it was merely a case of Mrs. Wang's 
returning to the fervor of her church volunteer work. For me, it was the fruit 
of the conversation 1 had with Fr. Lin two years ago. 1 had learned more 
about Opus Dei, been appointed a cooperator, and now attend means of 
formation. 

My path is strewn with graces from God. 1 gradually understood the role 1 
play in the building up of Christ's Mystical Body. No. 32 of Lumen Gentium, 
the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, states: " ... lf therefore in the 
Church everyone does not proceed by the same path, nevertheless ali are 
called to sanctity and have received an equal privilege of faith through the 
justice of God. And if by the will of Christ sorne are made teachers, pastors 
and dispensers of mysteries on behalf of others, yet all share a true equality 
with regard to the dignity and to the activity common to all the faithful for the 
building up of the Body of Christ." 

1 thank God for leading me to Opus Dei which is like a light that guides 
my steps forward and straighten the path that lies ahead. Besides this 
deep gratitude, 1 end with a prayer to our Lady of Guadalupe that she 
intercede for the apostolate of Opus Dei among the Chinese and petition 
the omnipotent God that Opus Dei help more people become saints in their 
ordinary lives. 
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Pope Francis' Letter on Beatification of 
Alvaro del Portillo 

"This is the path of holiness that every Christian must follow: to let 
himself be loved by the Lord, to open his heart to His love" 

Vatican City, September 30, 2014 (Zenit.org) 

Here is a translation of the ful/ text of a letter sent by Pope Francis to the 
pre/ate of Opus Dei, on the occasion of Saturday's beatification of Alvaro 
del Portillo (1914-1994) . 

The text was sent on June 26, feast of Saint Josemaría Escrivá, founder of 
Opus Dei. 

****'~** 
Dear Brother: 

The beatification of the Servant of God Alvaro del Portillo , faithful and 
first collaborator of Saint Josemaría Escrivá at the head of Opus Dei, is 
a moment of special joy far ali the faithful of that Prelature, as weli as far 
you, who far so long were a witness of his lave of God and of others, of 
his fidelity to the Church and to his vocation. 1 also wish to unite myself to 
your joy and to thank God who embellishes the face of the Church with the 

holiness of his children . 

His beatification wili take place in Madrid, the city in which he was born 
and in which he spent his childhood and youth, with an existence farged in 
the simplicity of family life, in the friendship and service of others, as when 
he went to neighbourhoods to help in the human and Christian farmation 
of so many needy persons. And there, above ali, the event took place that 
sealed definitively the direction of his life: his meeting with Saint Josemaría 
Escrivá, from whom he learned to fali in lave with Christ more every day. 
Yes, to be enamoured of Christ. This is the path of holiness that every 
Christian must faliow: to let himself be loved by the Lord, to open his heart 
to His lave and aliow Him to be the one who guides our lives. 

1 like to recall the short prayer that the Servant of God used to repeat 
frequently, especially in personal celebrations and anniversaries: "thank 
you, sorry, help me more!" They are words that bring us clase to the 
reality of his interior life and his dealings with the Lord, and which can help 
us also to give a new impulse to our own Christian life. 
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In the first place, thank you. lt is the immediate and spontaneous reaction 
that the soul feels befare God's goodness. lt cannot be otherwise. He 

always precedes us. No matter how much effort we make, His lave always 
comes befare, touches and caresses us first, He arrives first. Alvaro del 
Portillo was conscious of the many gifts that God had given him, and he 

thanked God far that manifestation of his fatherly lave. But he did not stay 
there: the recognition of the Lord's lave awakened in his heart desires 

to fallow Him with greater selflessness and generosity, and to live a life 
of humble service to others. Especially outstanding was his lave of the 
Church, Bride of Christ, which he served with a heart stripped of worldly 
interest, far from discord, hospitable with ali and always looking far the 

positive in others, far what unites, what builds. Never a complaint or 
criticism, as he learned from Saint Josemaría, he always responded with 
prayer, fargiveness, understanding and sincere charity. 

Sorry. He often admitted that he saw himself befare God with empty hands, 
incapable of responding to such generosity. However, the admission of 
human poverty is not the fruit of despair, but a confident abandonment in 
God who is Father. lt is to open oneself to His merey, to His lave, which is 
capable of regenerating our life. A lave that does not humiliate, or sink us 
in the abyss of guilt, but which embraces us, raises us from our prostration 
and makes us walk with more determination and joy. The Servant of God 

31 

Biblioteca Virtual Josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer y Opus Dei



• 't -~ - . 

www.zenit.org (News) 

Alvaro knew the need we have of divine merey and he dedicated much 
personal energy to encourage persons who were attempting to approach 

the Sacrament of Confession, Sacrament of joy. How important it is to feel 
the tenderness of God's lave and to discover that there is still time to lave. 

Help me more. Yes, the Lord never abandons us, He is always at our 

side, He walks with us and every day awaits a new lave from us. We will 
not be lacking in His grace, and with His help we can take his name to the 
whole world. Beating in the new Blessed's heart was the desire to take the 
Good News to all hearts. So he went to many countries famenting projects 
of evangelization, without noticing the difficulties, moved by his lave of 
God and of brothers. The first condition to proclaim Christ to them is to 

lave them, because Christ already laves them first. We must come out of 
our egoisms and comfart and go to meet our brothers. The Lord awaits 
us there. We cannot keep the faith far ourselves; it is a gift that we have 
received to give and share with others. 

Thank you, sorry, help me! Expressed in these words is the tension of 
an existence centered on God; of someone who has been touched by 
the greatest Lave and lives totally of that Lave; of someone who, though 
experiencing his human weaknesses and limitations, trusts in the Lord 's 

merey and wants ali men, his brothers, to experience it also. 

Dear brother, Blessed Alvaro del Portillo sends us a very clear message; 
he tells us to trust in the Lord, who is our brother, our friend who never 
disappoints us and who is always at our side. He encourages us not to be 
afraid to go against the current and to suffer far proclaiming the Gospel. 
Moreover, he teaches us that in the simplicity and ordinariness of our life 
we can find asure path to holiness. 

1 ask all the faithful of the Prelature, please, priests and laymen, as well as 
all those that _participate in its activities, to pray far me, while imparting to 
them the Apostolic Blessing. 

May Jesus bless you and may the Holy Virgin take care of you, 

Fraternally, 

Franciscus 
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Opus Dei bishop showed 'enormous faith,' 
biographer recalls 

By Kevín Janes 

New York City, N.Y., Jan 28, 2014 / 04:21 am (CNA/EWTN News). -

The upcoming beatification of Opus Dei lead prelate Bishop Alvaro 
del Portillo brings to prominence a man of deep faith and lave of God, 
according to his biographer. 

"He was someone who reached out to ali kinds of people. He would 
befriend the doormen in the Vatican. They'd come over and say helio to 
him. He was interested in everybody," Seton Hall University professor John 
Coverdale told CNA Jan. 24. 

"There can't be too many people who take up interest in the doorman." 

Bishop del Portillo, a native of Madrid, Spain, headed the personal prelature 
of Opus Dei from 1975 until his death in 1994. He will be beatified in Madrid 
on Sept. 27, with Cardinal Angelo Amato of the Congregation far the 
Causes of Saints presiding . 
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"He had confidence in God, confidence that Opus 
Dei was part of God's plan far the Church, and that 
he was called to put his whole life at the service of 

seeing that actually happen," Coverdale continued. 

"That's exactly what he did. He worked very hard, 
even in the final days of his lite as an old man and 

much exhausted." 

Bishop del Portillo studied to be an engineer and 
received doctorates in philosophy, liberal arts and 

canon law. 

He joined Opus Dei in 1935 and soon became a clase collaborator of St. 
Josemaría Escrivá, who faunded the organization dedicated to spiritual 
growth and discipleship among the Catholic laity. The organization teaches 
its members to use their work and their ordinary activities as a way to 

encounter God. 

Coverdale, a tax law professor and member of Opus Dei since 1957, is the 

author of a history of the prelature. He is now working on a biography of 
Bishop del Portillo. 

The professor said Bishop del Portillo's personality was "very different" from 
that of the "ebullient" and "high energy" St. Josemaría. 

"Don Alvaro was a much quieter sort of person," he explained. 

However, his lite showed his "complete availability" to the Church. He 
served in various Vatican congregations and commissions. During the 

Second Vatican Council, he served as a secretary and a "peritus," or 
theological expert. 

"He told one of his collaborators, who had been asked to take on a very 
onerous appointment in the Vatican, 'just always say yes'," Coverdale said. 
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The professor worked and studied in the Opus Dei headquarters far five to 
six years in the 1960s, alongside St. Josemaría Escrivá and at the time, the 
bishop was "very much a man in the background." 

"He made no effort to stand out or have people pay attention. He was there 
to second whatever the faunder was doing, and help him in that." 

Coverdale was impressed that a man "of his enormous talent" would simply 
stand by to be there "in case he was needed." 

He described the bishop's importance in Opus Dei as "extraordinary." In 
addition to being a long-time aide and the "closest collaborator" of the 
prelature's faunder, Bishop del Portillo had a "very strong sense" of the 
spirit of the organization. 

Upan St. Josemaría's death, he helped maintain the continuity of Opus 
Dei's spirit and practice, securing the organization's status as a prelature -

a special structure under church law - and helping secure the beatification 
of St. Josemaría. 

Coverdale suggested that the death of St. Josemaría was the bishop's "most 
dramatic" moment, due to his clase friendship with the saint, with whom he 
lived and ate "every day far 30 years." 

"He had enormous affection far him, and was probably the person most 
saddened and upset by St. Josemaría's death." 

But rather than simply grieving, Bishop del Portillo "immediately took up 
the reins" and wrote Opus Dei members a 30-40 page letter recounting the 
faunder's death. 

"lt must have been very hard to do, when, 1 am sure, he was in tears," 
Coverdale noted. "He knew he had to take care of the other people." 

The biographer said he was also struck by "just how much" the man prayed. 
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"Not only did he celebrate Mass everyday and say the breviary and say 
the rosary and do an hour a day at least of mental prayer," the biographer 

recalled. "Many times if he was traveling by car, he said multiple decades of 

the rosary." 

"There are ali kinds of occasions when you see him simply returning to 
prayer as a way of solving issues and opening God's grace far Opus Dei 

and far the Church as a whole," Coverdale said. 

Since the bishop's death in 1994, many people have turned to him in 

prayer. 

In July 2013, Pope Francis recognized a miracle attributed to the 

intercession of Bishop del Portillo. lt involved the August 2003 healing of a 
Chilean newborn boy who suffered a 30-minute period of cardiac arrest and 

a majar hemorrhage. 

Although the newborn's medica! team thought he had already died , his 
parents prayed far healing through the bishop's intercession. The baby's 

heart began to beat again and he went on to live a normal life. 

Monsignor Flavio Capucci, the postulator in charge of Bishop del Portillo's 
cause far canonization, has said that he has received almost 12,000 signed 
reports from Catholics who believe they have received favors through his 

intercession. 

The recognition of a second miracle is typically necessary far a blessed to 

become a saint. 

Beatification events will include visits to Madrid's Almudena Cathedral and 

other places related to the bishop's life and the beginnings of Opus Dei. 

Related events will also be held in Rome. 

The current Prelate of Opus Dei, Bishop Javier Echevarría, said the 

Vatican's Jan. 21 announcement of the beatification ceremony was a 
"moment of profaund joy." He said Bishop del Portillo "loved and served the 

Church so much." 
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Alvaro del Portillo, the "rock" of Opus Dei 
and the mission in Asia 

'by Nirmala Carvalho 

The director of the Opus Dei Centre in Mumbai talks about the successor 
to Saint Josemaría Escrivá, founder of the personal pre/ature, who will be 
beatified in September. Del Portillo was a person natural/y "faithful, first to 
Our Lord and then to the spirit of Opus Dei. " During the Second Vatican 
Counci/, he played a fundamental role, which he continued with young 
peop/e from al/ over the world. 

Mumbai (AsiaNews) - "Asia was always very clase to the heart of Msgr 
Alvaro". This was clear when the first members of the Opus Dei arrived in 
New Delhi in 1993. On that occasion, he asked the world "to pray far the 
beginning of the Prelature in this great subcontinent," said Mr Kevin de 
Souza, director of the Opus Dei Centre in Mumbai. Speaking to AsiaNews, 
he talked about Msgr Alvaro del Portillo, who will be beatified on 27 
September in Madrid. Here is the interview. 

How relevant is the lite and mission of the Blessed Alvaro 
today? 

Alvaro has always been regarded as an icon of fidelity. Saint Josemaría, the 
faunder of Opus Dei, nicknamed him saxum, which means 'rock' in Latin. 

At only 26 years of age, he was named secretary general of Opus Dei. 
He had to oversee the expansion of the apostolic activities of Opus Dei in 
Madrid and other Spanish cities whilst completing his engineering studies 
and earning a living. He did ali these with a great sense of calm. 

"He has left a very deep imprint," said Javier Echevarría, the current Bishop 
Prelate of the Opus Dei , after Alvaro's death. 

"One of his essential features was a strong sense of filiation, accompanied 
naturally by an effort to be faithful, first to Our Lord and then to the spirit of 
Opus Dei, left to us by our founder. Bishop Alvaro incarnated to perfection 
ali aspects of the spirituality of Opus Dei , making them flesh of his flesh, 
bone of his bone." 
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During his years in Rome, 
various popes, from Pius XII 
to John Paul 11 called upon 
him to carry out numerous 
tasks as a member or 
consultor of 13 entities within 

the Holy See. 

He played an active role in 
the Second Vatican Council. 
John XXIII appointed him 
a consultor to the Sacred 
Congregation of the Council 
(1959-1966). 

Befare Vatican 11, he was 
president of the Commission 
for the Laity. In the course of 
the Council (1962-65), he was 
secretary of the Commission 
on the Discipline of the Clergy 
and of the Christian People. 

www.asianews.it (News) 

After the Council, Paul VI appointed him consultor to the post-conciliar 
Commission for Bishops and the regulation of dioceses (1966). 

For many years, he was also a consultor for the Congregation for the 

Doctrine of the Faith. 

Was Asia a continent close to the heart of the Blessed 

Alvaro? 
Asia was very clase to Bishop Alvaro's heart from the times he was studying 
for his civil engineering degree. Whilst the Spanish Civil War was going on, 
Alvaro thought he could use the time he had to study another language so 
that he could later go to a faraway country to start the apostolates of Opus 

Dei there. He chose to study Japanese. 

Even though he did not go to Japan, many years later Bishop Alvaro as the 
prelate of Opus Dei gave a fresh impulse to it in Asían countries. 

In 1987, he visited Singapore, Taiwan, Hong Kong, South Korea, Japan and 

the Philippines, among other countries. 
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Since 1976, he was looking for ways to start Opus Dei in India. In 1993, the 
first people of Opus Dei arrived in New Delhi. Bishop Alvaro wrote to the 
centres ali over the world asking everyone to pray for the beginnings in this 
large subcontinent. 

How was he concerned and how did he care for young 
peo ple? 

A young Guatemalan man carne to India in the 1960s searching for 
spirituality. He returned to his country dressed in saffron robes. On one of 
the flights he took, he happened to sit down next to a young Catholic priest. 
They had a warm conversation that could have !asted longer, except that 
the priest excused himself at sorne point saying he had to pray. 

The lad did not exactly know what that meant, but it did strike him deeply. 
Many years later, he would say that that moment was pivota! in his returning 
to the Catholic faith. 

As a matter of fact, he discovered his vocation for the Opus Dei as a 
married person and had the chance of meeting that Catholic priest again. lt 
was Bishop Alvaro, the prelate of Opus Dei. 

Bishop Alvaro's zeal for souls was universal. He had a great capacity to 
make friends with the people he met. 

Do you have any other thoughts about Msgr. Alvaro? 

Bishop Alvaro was a very intelligent person, holding severa! doctorates (in 
Civil Engineering, History and Canon Law). 

Yet, he was very unassuming and put himself at the level of everyone. 
Many people testify to that gaudium cum pace - joy with peace - that he 
always spread. 

On 23 March, in the early hours of the morning, he suffered a heart attack. 
The physician who was called in, someone from Opus Dei, was worried, as 
one might imagine, as he attended to Bishop Alvaro. 

Noticing this, Bishop Alvaro tried to put him at ease by joking about the 
dressing gown he was wearing and in this way helped the doctor to smile 
and calm down. 
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Don Alvaro del Portillo Beatified in Madrid 

Tens of Thousands Celebrate Life of St. Josemaría Escrivá 's Successor 

A message from Pope Francis opened the ceremony 

The ceremony began with the Vicar General of Opus Dei, Fernando Ocariz 
reading a message sent by Pope Francis. The Holy Father pointed out that 
"Blessed Alvaro del Portillo teaches us that simplicity and ordinary life are 
a sure path to holiness", reminding everyone that Blessed Alvaro "went to 
many countries, fostering projects of evangelization without being inhibited 
by difficulties, moved only by his love for God and for his brothers and 
sisters. Whoever is very immersed in God knows how to be close to other 
people" (full text at: www.alvarodelportillo .org). 

lmmediately following the solemn act of beatification by Cardinal Amato 
at 12:24 an image of the new blessed was revealed to the faithful. His 
feast day will be celebrated on May 12 every year in the diocese to be 

determined by the Holy See. 

Another key moment was the transfer of the relics of Alvaro del Portillo to 
the altar, borne by the Ureta Wilson family, whose son Jose Ignacio was 
miraculously cured thanks to the intercession of the new blessed. 

A massive and international participation 
The universal nature of the new blessed was manifested by the presence 
of hundreds of thousands of faithful from more than 80 countries and 
especially the participation of 18 cardinals and more than 150 bishops from 

ali o ver the world . 
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Among those on the front row at the ceremony were more than 200 people 
with sorne form of disability or the other, as well as representatives of the 
many social initiatives prometed by the new blessed, particularly in Africa 
and in Latin America . There were also many families and sorne Spanish 
and international civil authorities. 

From very early in the morning, 1,600 big buses and a bus shuttle service 
took the more than 300,000 people from the Metro stations to the 185,000 
square meters of Valdebebas. They were thus able to wait for the start of 
the ceremony watching sorne audio-visual programs on 26 giant screens. 
They prepared themselves spiritually either by praying in the 13 chapels 
available or by receiving the sacrament of penance in one of the 80 
confessionals spread throughout the area. 

The homily laid emphasis on his faithfulness to the Gospel, 
to the Church and to the Pope 

In his homily Cardinal Amato illustrated sorne virtues which the new blessed 
"lived in a heroic manner", such as his "faithfulness to the Gospel, to the 
Church and to the Magisterium of the Pope". According to the cardinal, 
Alvaro del Portillo "fled from ali kinds of self-seeking because he transmitted 
the truth of the Gospel and not his personal opinions". Among other things, 
"he stood out for the prudence and uprightness of intention in the way he 
valued events and persons. He also stood out through the respect he had 
for the honour and freedom of others". 

Cardinal Amato continued: "Today Blessed Alvaro del Portillo invites us to 
an amiable, merciful, affable, meek and humble holiness. The saints invite 
us to put into the womb of the Church and of society the pure air of the 
grace of God which renews the face of the earth". 

The huge turnout of the faithful was marked by piety and the joy of singing 
that was accompanied by the 200-voice choir of the last World Youth Day. 
1,200 priests distributed communion in Valdebebas. 

Msgr. Echevarria: a special prayer for those who suffer 
persecution as a result of their faith 

At the end of the celebration, Monsignor Javier Echevarria, Prelate of Opus 
Dei spoke sorne words of gratitude to God, to the Church and to Pope 
Francis, as well as to Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, to Cardinal Amato and 
to the Archdiocese of Madrid, the choir, the volunteers and the media, all 
of who have made possible the ceremony that has been followed by many 
throughout the world. 
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The prelate continued: "the raising of Alvaro del Portillo to the altars reminds 
us anew of the universal call to holiness, proclaimed with great fervour by 
the Second Vatican Council". He also made reference to the "joy that St. 
Josemaría Escrivá would undoubtedly feel in seeing this most faithful son 
of his proposed as an intercessor and model for ali the faithful". 

Monsignor Echevarria asked those present to pray in a special way "for 
our brothers and sisters who suffer persecution for their faith, including 
martyrdom in different parts of the world". 

The Diocese of Madrid is proud of its son 
In his closing remarks Cardinal Antonio Maria Rauco wished to point out 
the bond that exists between Alvaro del Portillo and the city of Madrid. "Not 
only for historical reasons but also because of the influence which his life 
and writings have had on the hearts of so many faithful of this Archdiocese. 
His footprints are also felt through the spiritual and social good done by the 
very many initiatives that owe their inspiration to him". 

In conclusion, Cardinal Rauco said "Blessed del Portillo, who was born 
here in Madrid, is ours in a unique way and so sends us special blessings 
from heaven". "As a diocesan Church" he added, "we are very proud of the 
faithful help he lent to St. Josemaría in spreading the message of Opus 
Dei throughout the world and far the contributions he made to the Second 

Vatican Council". 

At the end of the ceremony, more than 3,500 young volunteers helped 
participants to leave Valdebebas on their way back to Madrid. While sorne 
returned to their places of origin, others carne back on Sunday for the 
traditional Mass of Thanksgiving which was presided over by Bishop Javier 
Echevarria, the prelate of Opus Dei. 
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Prelate's Trip to Singapore, Taiwan and Korea 

Bishop Javier Echevarría made a brief pastoral trip to Singapore, Taiwan 
and Korea. Opus Dei's apostolic work began there in a stable way in 1982, 
1985 and 2009, respective/y. 

May 27, 2014 

Singapore: Over a thousand 
people took part in the get-together 
with faithful of Opus Dei and friends 
in Raffles City Convention Center. 

Many people from neighboring 
countries also were present, 
including from Malaysia, Indonesia 
and Vietnam. The Prelate insisted 
that "we need a bigger heart, like 
Saint Josemaría's, so that people 
from ali countries fit there." 

He reminded everyone that Christian lite is a mixture of deep joys and 
moments of sorrow, which we can overcome with God's grace. He also 
pointed to the heart of Opus Dei's message: "Don't seek out extraordinary 
adventures in your lives. The greatest adventure is being ready to follow 
God's will in your daily life." 

The Prelate visited Archbishop William Goh of Singapore, the apostolic 
nuncio Archbishop Leopoldo Girellli, and Bishop Paul Tan of Melaka-Johor. 
His last visit to the country was in 2008. 

Taiwan: In Taiwan, the Prelate first went to see Archbishop John Hung 
Shan-chuan. He also prayed the rosary in the church of Our Lady of the 
Miraculous Medal, where an image of Saint Josemaría is venerated. The 
painting was installed in 2007 in the church located next to the famous 
Taipei Tower 101, one of the tallest buildings in the world. 

About two hundred people attended the get-together with the Prelate in 
Taiwan's capital, including sorne non-Catholics. Those asking questions 
included a mother who teaches in a high school, a young man who plans to 
marry a non-Christian, a student who senses she may have a vocation, and 
two university students who want to serve the Church better in Taiwan. 
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"Ask God," Bishop Echevarría said, "to increase our faith, so that we don't 
become discouraged and we are filled with confidence, and so that we 
struggle to lave and serve those around us in our daily life, without making 
exceptions. Although our neighbors and colleagues at work may not be 
Catholics, we are ali children of the same Father, who laves us madly." 

Korea: The Prelate's trip to Korea, where he spent two days, began with a 
visit to Bishop Lazzaro Heung-sik of Daejon, a city located in the center of 
the country and with a million and a half people, where the apostolic work 
of Opus Dei began four years ago. 

He also visited the apostolic nuncio of Korea, Archbishop Osvaldo Padilla. 
At present, the country is preparing far the visit of Pope Francis, who will 
travel to Korea next August. 

Also in Seoul, the Prelate met 
with faithful of Opus Dei and their 
friends. Those attending asked, 
among other tapies, about the 
family and raising children, Christian 
formation, vocation, apostolate, and 
the Holy Father. 

He insisted: "You have to erase 
from your vocabulary the word 
' impossible,' because although 
there may be objective difficulties, 

"with faith everything is possible." Afterwards the Prelate met with sorne 
families and a group of priests. 
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