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Devotion to St. Josemaría Escrivá 

How 1 Became a Good Friend of St. Josemaría Escrivá 

By Chance 

''The Way" showed me the way 

What St Josemaría's The Way Means to Me 

For the coming Beatification of 
Monsignor Alvaro del Portillo 

Bishop Alvaro, a father since 1987 until now 

1 remembered him always so fatherly and with a serene smile 

When you find God in your work, he will take you to the heights 

My memory of Msgr. del Portillo is peace and serenity 

Favors granted through the intercession of Bishop Alvaro 

Knowing more about Dora 

A New Job for -Me 

Favors received through Dora del Hoyo 
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(Translation) www.josemariaescriva.info (Testimonies) 
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(Translation) 

S .2js:Cecilia Awano 
2014~2,l=l 19 s 

www.josemariaescriva.info (Testimonies) 
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(Translation) www.josemariaescriva.info (Testimonies) 
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(Translation) www.josemariaescriva.info (Testimonies) 
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(Trans/ation) www.josemariaescriva.info (Testimonies) 
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~ g¡ { Los cerezos en flor: relatos sobre la expansión del Opus Dei en Japón 
by J. M. Cejas, Madrid: Rialp, 2013'}; -if 0 
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www.opusdei.hk (]Uf) 
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www.josemariaescriva.info (Testimonies) 

How 1 Became a Good Friend of St. Josemaría Escrivá 
JTML, Taichung , 
Taiwan, 2013 

Like in Chinese Kung Fu, his replies struck my soul with a power like "a fist blow to 
where it hurts. " 

How did 1 become a friend with this saint? 

The first time we met in 2009, in Taichung, Taiwan, Fr. Derrick gave me a small book 
called The Way, written by St. Josemaría. 1 politely accepted it but after reading 
through it, 1 faund the words of this great saint concise and to the point, real pearls 
of wisdom. There is no beating around the bush . All the points are really an aid to 
meditation and self-examination. They enable us to integrate his spirit into our lives 
and discern what the Holy Spirit tells us. We learn how to find God in our lives. 

The Way awakened in me a great interest in St. Josemaría. In looking far more 
infarmation about him, 1 carne across sorne films showing him answer questions 
during big gatherings of people. His replies were short and pithy, striking my soul 
with a power which in Chinese Kung Fu could be described as "a fist blow to where 
it hurts." lt felt like he was speaking to me face to tace, like a friend or a brother 
giving me counsel, a mentor ora father guiding me. 

One day, reading through a website ~ 
of St. Josemaría, a "Job Seeker's • · · 
Novena to St. Josemaría" appeared _ ~ 
on my monitor. 1 was not really 
looking far a job but out of curiosity, 1 
clicked on the link and faund myself 
reading his words: "Work is a path 
to sanctity. " This was just what 1 had 
been searching far - a way to live 
out the ascetical life. lt was about 1 m 
that time when 1 met Yufeng Wang, 

1 

a long-standing church activities volunteer. She asked me to pray far the recovery 
of her husband's failing eyesight and far the conversion of her family. 1 carne to the 
conclusion that spreading the Faith and praying far the needs of others were the 
duties of every .Christian. So 1 did a novena to St. Josemaría far the needs of Mrs. 
Wang and added my own intentions. 1 invited Mrs. Wang to pray a novena too. 

After a few weeks, she told me that her husband had not yet fully recovered his 
eyesight but that he had ceased to complain about her pro-active devotion to her 
Faith . On the outside, it was merely a case of Mrs. Wang's returning to the fervor 
of her church volunteer work. Far me, it was the fruit of the conversation 1 had 
with Fr. Lin two years ago. 1 had learned more about Opus Dei, been appointed a 
cooperator, and now attend means of farmation. 

Link for Novena for Work: where-can-i-find-the-novena-for-work-and-the-novena-for-the-sick3f 
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By Chance? 

Cecilia Awano Kim, from South Korea, has lived in Japan far nearly 10 years. 

1 am from South Korea , and have lived in Kyoto, 
Japan, since my marriage. 1 have three children. 
The oldest is Hikaru (Japanese far "light"), four 
years old; her Christian name is Anna Maria. Then 
comes Kaoru ("perfume"). He is two, and when he 
was baptized we gave him the Christian name of 
Josemaría. And five months ago our lovely little 
daughter Maria Teresa was born; her Japanese 
name is Michiru, "abundance". Their names were 
not chosen at random. They are closely linked to 
my life, which has been, in appearance, a set of 
chance happenings. Or perhaps they did not happen by chance at all. 

1 was born in Busan in the south-eastern part of South Korea, a country 
where there are relatively few Christians: about fourteen million in a total 
population of fifty million. Out of these, over nine million - two thirds -
belong to various Protestant denominations, and the remaining third are 
Catholics. The Catholic Church in Korea is very much alive and there are 
many conversions. 

A little Korean history 
My family has been Christian far just two generations, since the time when 
the Church was first allowed to live in peace in Korea, because Catholicism 
in Korea is still very young. In 1780 sorne young Korean intellectuals, sons 
of the nobility and of high dignitaries, took an interest in the culture of the 
western world and discovered Catholicism. At the beginning they simply felt 
curiosity, but soon their interest turned into deep faith. And in 1784, when 
they learned the importance of baptism, they decided that one of them, Yi 
SOng Hun, who was going to accompany his father on a diplomatic mission 
to China, would get in contact with a Catholic missionary in Beijing and ask 
to be baptized. 

Yi spent just forty days in Beijing, but in that short time, after demonstrating 
ample knowledge of the Faith, he was baptized, taking the name Peter. 

Returning to Korea , he baptized his friend Yi-Byock, who baptized other 
friends in his turn. And that was the beginning of the Church in my country. 
The case of Korea is unique in history, because we were evangelized by 
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native-born lay-people, without a single priest. One of the first Korean 
Christians, Kim Bóm-u, gave his house to be turned into a Catholic church. 
But soon after this, as soon as the Church started to grow, the government 
tried to destroy it, on the grounds that Koreans could only be Confucians, 
as that was the state religion. In 1789 Kim Bóm-u was tortured and exiled, 
and three years later, in 1791, the first two Korean martyrs gave their lives 
far Christ. 

Meanwhile the number of baptisms 
was rising fast. In 1801, when the 
daughter of Emperor Chóng-ho carne 
to the throne, a particularly savage 
persecution was unleashed, and many 
Catholics fled to the mountains, where 
they persevered in the faith far thirty L-.1"'~ -.-..._ 

years with no priests (as happened here Jusi two generations of my family were 
. . Christians, starting from when the Catholic 
In Japan far many centunes). In Korea Church was permitted in Korea. 

the persecution lasted far a hundred 
years, and more than ten thousand Catholics were martyred. 

Peace and religious freedom carne in 1886. During this period my maternal 
grandparents were baptized with their whole family. But this peaceful time 
did not last, because in 191 O Japan invaded Korea and the government 
again subjected the Church to hostile surveillance. Only after the 
independence of South Korea in 1945, at the end of the Second World War, 
were Christians again free to practise their faith. 

My faith 
All of this explains the religious ignorance of so many Korean Catholics. Far 
many years they were obliged to hold onto their faith in secret, with no-one 
to catechize or teach them. 1 was baptized soon after 1 was born, but during 
my childhood and adolescence 1 was told nothing, not taken to church, nor 
given any catechetical instruction. 

Ever since 1 was small my great ambition was to learn many languages. 
Among others, 1 studied Japanese and English. When 1 was 21, 1 went to 
England to practise and improve my English. 

While 1 was in London 1 went to the airport one day to see off a Japanese 
friend of mine who was going home to Japan. There, by chance, 1 met 
a Spanish girl called Carmen who had come to see off a Korean friend 
who was going back to Korea. We started talking and laughing about the 
combination of nationalities and farewells, and at one point 1 said jokingly 
to Carmen, "Don't feel sad that your Korean friend is leaving, from now 
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on 1'11 be your new Korean friend!" 1 wasn't serious, but we did exchange 
telephone numbers and we did end up being friends. 

Carmen used to go regularly to Lakefield, an Opus Dei center in Hampstead 
in London. She invited me there, and soon 1 started attending classes on 
Christian living there. They talked to me about God, the Faith, sacramental 
living, and the sanctification of work ... 

lf 1 had to give a name to that time in my life 1 would call it hikaru, like my 
eldest daugher, because thanks to Opus Dei many aspects of my life that 
had been in darkness up to then, were filled with light. In Lakefield 1 carne 
to understand how lovingly God had been looking after me ever since 1 
was born, and 1 saw that in spite of my ignorance He had been guiding me 
towards God, without my realizing. 

When 1 finished studying the Catechism 1 made my First Holy Communion 
and was confirmed. In April 1997, three months befare 1 graduated, God 
granted me one of the greatest gifts of my life: the vocation to Opus Dei, 
including the desire to farm a family in the future. When 1 finished my 
studies in London 1 carne to Japan to improve my Japanese, and a few 
years later went back to Seoul. There 1 started learning Spanish, because, 
as 1 said, 1 lave languages. And after a short stay in Alicante, Spain, 1 
returned to London. 

Love at first sight 

One day in the summer of 2003 1 went to Barbican Underground station 
as usual to go home. In the station entrance, standing in front of the 
Underground map, was a Japanese boy, looking far the nearest station to 
a large bookshop in the center of town. He couldn't find it, and 1 was able 
to tell him. He thanked me, and asked if 1 would mind going with him to the 
bookshop, because he didn't know anyone in London and couldn't speak 
much English. 

1 wouldn't normally accept an invitation like that from someone 1 didn't know, 
but he was so polite, respectful and well-mannered that 1 decided 1 could 
trust him, and so 1 said yes. His name was Tatsuya, and he was really nice. 
He told me that he had taken his first degree at the University of Kyoto and 
was now living in Sweden, working far a doctorate in biology. We reached 
the bookshop, he bought his book, and we prepared to say goodbye. 

"Could you tell me your email?" he asked. 1 hesitated, but thought that a 
simple email address didn't commit me to anything, so 1 said yes again and 
gave it to him. 

That encounter left me with a wonderful feeling, like breathing a delicious 
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perfume - kaoru in Japanese. We began writing to each other, and as the 
emails went back and forward between England and Sweden, 1 became 
more and more astonished at all his good qualities, and, to be honest, 1 fell 
in love with him. 

In one of his emails he told me he'd meta Polish family who were Catholics, 
whose way of life impressed him so much that he had started to take an 
interest in the Catholic faith. Tatsuya had been ata Catholic school in Kyoto 
and had heard a bit about Jesus Christ, but hadn't really been interested 
then. And to think that in Sweden , where there are so few Catholics -
fewer than 150,000 out of a population of nine million - he should have met 
a Catholic family! 

Email by email , he told me about the way he was being led to Christ by 
seeing the way that family lived up to what they believed in. In another 
message he told me he was having classes of instruction in the Faith. 1 sent 
him a copy of The Way in Japanese, and he loved it. 

From emailing we moved on to telephone calls, and very soon to skype Uust 
as well, or our friendship would have ruined us). We decided we needed to 
meet again as soon as we could. lt was neither easy nor cheap, because 
England and Sweden are not as close as they look on a map. In the end 
we met again in January 2004, half a year after our first meeting. lt was 
only the second time we'd spoken faceto face, "in the flesh"; up until then , 
except for those three hours in the Underground and the bookshop, our 
whole relationship had been "cybernetic". 

We got married on June 26, feast of St Josemaría 
1 just couldn't believe it; 1 thought that kind of thing - a chance meeting 
in the underground, love at first sight, and all that - only happened in 
films. But it was all true, so much so that in February 1 went to Sweden for 
his baptism in the church at Umea. And on June 26 2004, the feast of St 
Josemaría, a year after we'd met, we were married in Kyoto. Now both of 
us are in Opus Dei. 

1 am so happy, and this is why our little daughter Maria Teresa's Japanese 
name is Michir,u, abundance. lt is an act of thanksgiving to God who has 
given us so many gifts. 

lt's true that having three small children so close together in age means a 
lot of hard work; but 1 never stop thanking God for everything, especially the 
set of "chance happenings" that were gifts of his providence to me. 

(Translated from the book "Los cerezos en flor: relatos sobre la expansión del Opus 
Dei en Japón by J. M. Cejas, Madrid: Rialp, 2013. ") 
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"The Way" showed me the way 
SooGyoung Heo, Teresa, 
Seoul , Korea, 
March 11 , 2014 

1 cannot remember if it was 7 or 8 
years ago when 1 first read "The 
Way", which was sent to me by the 
Catholic Digest, a Catholic monthly 
magazine edited by the same 
publishers that published "The Way" 
in Korean. 1 was captured by the 
book's contents at once. 

Notwithstanding the foreword of the author advising us to read one point each time 
in arder to meditate upan it, 1 could not stop. Each and every word was showing me 
the way 1 am walking in right now, and precisely because of that, it made me realize 
what was the way to go. From time to time, there were passages that made me 
think: "Wow, this is too extreme, this is too much .. .. how can anyone do like this .. . !", 
but it showed the way to go without hesitations and without making excuses. 1 could 
not keep such good messages and words only to myself. 

So, 1 ordered 100 copies of the book and gave it to the people 1 met, especially the 
patients who carne to my clinic. 1 also gave it to my sister, and when my nephew 
was going to be baptized, 1 suggested that his Christian name be: Josemaría 
Escrivá. She agreed to the idea and this is how 1 could meet Josemaría from a 
very clase distance. 1 have not yet met other Josemarías around, but 1 am always 
expecting it, since 1 have been giving prayercards of St. Josemaría when 1 invite 
people to become Catholic. 

1 ordered 100 copies of the book two or three times and gave them away, but it is 
infinitely insufficient. Last winter, 1 gave a copy of the book to a retired man who had 
frequented a Christian church far sorne time in the past, telling him to read not more 
than one point per day. On the following occasion we met, 1 asked him whether he 
had read the whole thing in a row (thinking that what happened to me might have 
happened to him, too) . He replied that he was notable toread more than one point 
per day, because those words touched him deep inside his soul and made him stay 
long immersed in thought.. . He also added that he wanted to pay back what 1 had 
done at least a little, even if it was nothing compared to all that he had received. So, 
he bought 1 O copies of ''The Way", sent to me so 1 can give away more copies of 
this book. 
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How happy 1 am that 1 could meet St. Josemaría 
who showed us the "way" of God firmly, with 
novelty as well as clarity, and that 1 could know 
and share the way to come closer to God ... May 
God receive thanks, praise, glory and adoration 
through St. Josemaría Escrivá, now and forever. 
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What St. Josemaría's The Wav means to me 
JG, Shanghai 
April 10, 2014 

On days that go poorly, I know God is using The Way to point me in the 
right direction to improve tomorrow. 

St. Josemaría Escrivá's The Way has had a large positive impact on my 
life - so much so that 1 have made the book a part of my daily spiritual 
reading. 

JosEMARÍA EscR1vÁ 

1 usually read one chapter of The Way each day 
right after 1 attend Holy Mass. lt's like having a 
morning coffee with a spiritual director. The points 
always have a tie into something going on in my 
life that day. lt could be a challenge l'm facing, 
something that l've discussed with God in my 
morning meditation or re-enforcing a point from 
the Scripture readings for that day's Mass. 

The book prepares me for the day and to help live 
out the day from the heart of my faith. With that 
confidence 1 know that 1 will be able to maintain my 
unity of life each day. 1 don't have to worry about 
drifting off into a double life. 

To make sure that l'm able to maintain my unity of life 1 go back and re
read the same chapter once or twice throughout the day. lt's like having St. 
Josemaría checking in with me throughout the day. Am 1 working on the 
resolutions or planned mortification that 1 made during the morning reading? 

At the end of the day, 1 go back and read it one more time before my 
evening meditation and 1 speak to God about how the day went and how 
well 1 did according to the resolutions 1 set on days that went well. 1 know 
The Way has been one way God has been able to send me in the right 
direction. On days that go poorly, 1 know God is using The Way to point me 
in the right diréction to improve tomorrow. In both cases l'm happy to go 
back to The Way the next day for more spiritual insight. 
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For the coming Beatification of 
Monsignor Alvaro del Portillo 
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Bishop Alvaro, a father since 1987 until now 

M. C., Hong Kong , 
March 2014 

I have known Bishop Alvaro for on/y 7 years in this wor/d from 1987 to 1994 
befare he went to heaven, but with al/ his fraternal affection, personal cards 
and notes, I fe/t he had known me for 70 years. Though he finished his 
sojourn on earth, it does not end our e/ose bond. 

The first time 1 got to know of the name of Msgr. Alvaro was in 1987 when 
1 received the invitation card: A get-together with Msgr. Alvaro del Portillo, 
Prelate of Opus Dei on February 3, 1987 in Hong Kong. 1 was a new 
cooperator then. 1 brought along my three sons aged 9, 6 and a new born. 
In the get-together, 1 saw him on the stage as a kind and cheerful priest, 
greeting us and giving us words of guidance and encouragement. 1 was 
lucky enough to be arranged to ask him a question on how to lave my 
children better. He made me understand that children are gifts from God, 
and every life is so precious in God's eyes and we can be rest assured of 
God's Providence. He also blessed my new born baby in my arms. Three 
months later, in May 1987, 1 joined Opus Dei, which is one of the fruits of 
his Oriental trip. 

In the same year, 1 sent Msgr. Alvaro a 
Christmas card and a family photo. To my 
surprise, despite of his huge workload 
and the tens of thousands of souls that he 
had to take care of, he replied me with a 
Christmas card thanking me for the photo 
which helped him to pray more far each of 
my family member, and asked us to pray 
for him. 

Far three consecutive years, i.e. 1987, 
1988 & 1989, 1 received the precious 
Christmas cards from Msgr. Alvaro, always 
with a note from the Central Advisory 
Secretary of Opus Dei extending a special 
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Christmas blessing to my family from Don 
Alvaro, and his request to pray far him and 
his intentions. And then faur years later, in 
1993, 1 was so glad to receive his Christmas 
card again. Later, 1 knew that this was his 
last Christmas on earth ... 

1 have known Bishop Alvaro far 7 years 
in this world from 1987 to 1994 befare he 
went to heaven, but with all his fraternal 
affection and personal cards and notes, 1 
felt he had known me far 70 years. Though 
he finished his sojourn on earth, it does 
not end our clase bond. 1 would say even 
closer as 1 started devotion to him and asked 
far his intercessions far big or small favors 

www.opusdei.hk 
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soon after he passed away. 1 remembered one night during bedtime, my 
youngest son felt pain in his tummy, the pain persisted although 1 had 
given him sorne medicine. 1 prayed to Bishop Alvaro far help, and 1 had 
not finished praying the Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be, that my son 
already fell asleep soundly and peacefully. 1 have spread the devotion to 
my family and friends too. One year ago my daughter-in-law had a heart 
operation . 1 gave her a prayer card and one of the Christmas cards from 
Bishop Alvaro to accompany her in the hospital. She posted them in the 
Facebook telling her friends these were from her mother-in-law, so, she 
was spreading the devotion to Msgr. Alvaro through the internet! Thanks to 
Bishop Alvaro's intercession, the operation was successful and she is safe 
and sound now. 

The new born son in my arms blessed by Msgr. Alvaro in 1987 is now 27 
years old. He grew up in the Work as 1 took him along whenever 1 attended 
the means of farmation. Now, a cooperator, he attends the means of 
farmation, help~ teaching catechism in a school run by the members of the 
Work. He also helps the other members of the Work whenever they need to 
design sorne flyers, invitation cards or brochures on the computer far sorne 
of their apostolic initiatives. He knows very well he is a relic as he was 
blessed by a saint, and he got used to people approaching him every now 
and then telling him they had just saw him as a baby in the video of the get
together of Msgr. Alvaro during his visit in Hong Kong! 

30 

(Translation) 

P. E. 
April 2014 

1 remembered him always so fatherly 
and with a serene smile 

www.opusdei.hk 

The fatherly details of Msgr. Alvaro for those working in the Administration of centres 

1 met Msgr. Alvaro del Portillo, the Prelate of Opus Dei, during his trip 

to Hong Kong from February 1 - 6, 1987. He arrived with his priest

companions, Fr. Javier and Fr. Joaquin in the evening of February 1 st. 

The next day he carne to the center of the women to give a meditation and 

celebrate Holy Mass far us. After the Mass, we all gathered in the living 

room because he wanted to see all of us living in that center. Msgr. Alvaro's 

contagious smile seemed to lift us up and make us feel renewed. 

During those days, they took most of their meals in the center of the men. 

1 was then working in the Administration of that center, which means home 

management and housekeeping. Msgr. Alvaro would habitually come over 

to the Administration to greet us who were working there, either befare or 

after meals. He would tell us about his activities of the day and would ask 

us to pray and offer all our work far that intention. 

After breakfast on the first day, he carne to 

the Administration to greet each one of us 

and asked how we were. We asked him in 

turn if he had slept well and told him briefly 

sorne anecdotes about the apostolate. 

On February 2, feast of the Presentation of 

our Lord and of Our Lady of the Candles, he 

told us that after breakfast, he was going far 

a pilgrimage to the Cathedral of Hong Kong 

and then meet sorne families. He asked us 

to accompany him in those moments. After 

lunch, he carne over again to tell us how 

happy he was to make a first pilgrimage in 

China and to be with the Chinese families. 
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The fallowing day, he told us that he was going to Macau to visit the local 
Bishop and to pray far the future apostolic work there. When he carne back 
that evening, we saw him very happy about the trip and he told us that 
we should start making trips there. He also said that he was going to our 
centre after dinner and would see us there far a get-together. 

Msgr. Alvaro arrived ahead of us. Upon arriving, he inquired if the staff of 
the Administration had arrived. When he was told that they were not there 
yet, he said that he would wait far them. We arrived soon after. 1 was 
personally impressed by this detail on his part. Among other things that he 
spoke to us about is the urgency to start the apostolic work in Macau. In 
fact, it was Msgr. Alvaro who opened the path far the future apostolate in 
that part of China. 

On the day that he was going to China, he asked us to accompany him 

with our prayers so that the trip be a fruitful one. My assignment was to be 
in the kitchen. He had a particular diet, but we always tried to prepare the 
meals in such a way that we could be present in the get-togethers far the 
women. On the evening of his trip to China, we prepared a special meal 
far all of them. lt was going to be his last dinner at home. However, since it 
was getting very late and they were still on their way back, they decided to 
eat outside because Msgr. Alvaro was concerned far the Administration. He 
called up to inform us that they would be arriving quite late, so we did not 
have to wait far them and end up going home late to our own center. 

The next day, he carne over to the kitchen to see us after breakfast. He 
wanted to apologize far the previous night because he knew that we had 
prepared a special dinner for him but they were not able to arrive on time. 
He went on to tell us that at the restaurant where they had dinner, they were 
served snake soup. He commented that he liked it and so did Fr. Joaquín 
and we all had a good laugh about this. We could see that he was very 
happy to have been able to make a trip to mainland China. 
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"When you find God in your work, He will take 
you to the heights" 

The 1987 visit to Hong Kong of the soon to be beatified Venerable Álvaro del 
Portillo, Pre/ate of Opus Dei 

Coinciding with Chinese New Year's 
celebrations of 1987, on the evening of 
February 1, 1987 Monsignor Álvaro del 
Portillo arrived in Hong Kong far his first 
pastoral visit in China, where he stayed 
until February 6, to faster the apostolate 
that the faithful of Opus Dei are doing 
in this country since 1981. He stayed 

in Hong Kong amidst the cheerful and colorful environment of the city 
during this happy time of the year when people can have holidays to enjoy 
together with their families. For the faithful and Cooperators of Opus Dei, 
this visit of the Prelate was the best New Year's gift they could receive from 
him. 

On February 2, after saying his first Mass in China in the women's centre, 
Monsignor del Portillo visited the Cathedral in Caine Road to "pray to 
Our Lady of the lmmaculate Conception far all the inhabitants of this vast 
territory, where more than one billion people live and where few of them 
have received Christ's light", as he mentioned during the short pilgrimage to 
this church. After having sorne pictures taken in front of the Cathedral, he 
stopped in a lookout to view the city from above and from where he blessed 
Hong Kong. 

On the fallowing day, he had a get-together in the French lnternational 
School auditorium with a group of 400 people, many of them non-Christians. 
After praising the diligence of the Hong Kong people who knew how to salve 
the horizontal problem of scarcity of land through a vertical development of 

buildings, he wanted people to salve their lack of relief in their spiritual lives 
by discovering God behind all the circumstances of ordinary life: "When you 
find God in your work, He will take you to the heights, giving you peace and 
joy", he said. 
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On February 4, Monsignor del Portillo visitad Macau and on February 5, 
Guangzhou, where he met the academic authorities of the University of 
Guangzhou who invitad him as Chancellor of several universities in Europe 
and the Americas. 

In the morning of February 6, he 
celebrated Holy Mass in the men's 
centre and after blessing his sons and 
praying far the apostolic fruits of their 
work in China, he left far Kai Tak airport 
from where he flew to Taiwan, his next 
stop during his first Asian pastoral visit. 

My memory of Msgr. del Portillo is peace and serenity 

L.S. Lau , Taiwan 

The Venerable Servant of God Bishop Álvaro del Portillo will be beatified in the 
Catholic Church. He made a pastoral visit to Taiwan in early 1987. 

Msgr. Alvaro del Portillo 
exuded peace and 
serenity. 1 experienced 
this myself during his 
February 1987 visit to 
Taipei, the city where 1 

have lived for more than 
28 years now. 1 arrived 

t 

here on July 5, 1985, two days befare the 50th anniversary of Msgr. del 
Portillo's petition far admission into Opus Dei. 

Starting Opus Dei in another city was our way of showing him our gratitude 
far his faithfulness to our Founder, St. Josemaría and of fulfilling his desire 
to bring the spirit of Opus Dei to places that can truly be called "mission 
lands." Taiwan is one such place. 

When he carne out from the plane at around 12 noon on February 6, 
1987, he had a gentle smile. There was no trace of tiredness nor stress 

34 

(Translation) www.opusdei.hk 

even though he had just come from the Philippines where he had a hectic 
schedule far two weeks. 

We could not accommodate him in our small center. We had just started 
two years earlier and we did not think that our rented apartment was the 

appropriate place far the Opus Dei Prelate to stay so we booked a hotel 
room far him and the three other priests who had accompanied him during 
this trip. 

At the hotel, 1 noticed the same serenity in this man of God. He sat 
peacefully on an armchair in the lobby as we went through the check-in 
procedures. He trusted us to manage his schedule far the two days of his 
visit. 

1 felt a bit tired and hassled with all the preparations far his visit, and a little 
worried that things would not go as we had planned, causing unfareseen 
and annoying changas in the schedule of Msgr. del Portillo. But all my 
apprehensions were laid to rest whenever 1 faund myself beside Msgr. del 
Portillo. 

This happened when 1 took the lift with him and the other priests on the 
way to his hotel room. 1 had felt a deep sense of peace and calm by just 
standing beside him. lt was a feeling 1 could not explain. lt had seemed 
that he was transmitting as if by physical 
conduction this peace and serenity that 
carne from inside his soul. 

This is the memory that has remained with 

me whenever 1 recall the visit of this holy 
priest to Taipei, a city where many people do 
not even know about Christianity. 
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Favors granted through the intercession of Bishop Alvaro 

Because he wants to! 

Jan. 17, 2014 

My husband and 1 have a beautiful family. We 
have eight children and have always tried to 
teach them to have faith in and love for God. 

When my sixth child turned 16, he began a 
"spiritual rebellion." 1 know that adolescence is 
a time to question everything. And the period 
of crisis can help a person grow and mature, 
including in their faith. However 1 began to be 
concerned when my son refused to go to Sunday Mass and to confession. 
1 started to pray to Don Alvaro, to help my son return to God. After a few 
months, my son went to confession and received communion. Now, he not 
only goes with us to Mass every Sunday without complaining, but when he 
stays with a friend for a weekend he brings him to Mass as well! 

G.G. (Argentina) 

Two beating hearts 

My husband and 1 have been married 
almost 6 years. We married fairly young: 
he was 23 and 1 was 25. Our greatest 
desire was to start a family. From the 
beginning we were willing to accept all 
the children that God wanted to send. 

One year went by. Then another. And the children didn't come. We began 
to think that perhaps there was a problem. The relevant medical tests were 
carried out, but everything was in perfect arder. We didn't know whom to 
turn to, which saint to pray to. We visited many shrines of our Lady. Our 
request was always the same: "Give usa child! Please grant usa child!" 

After praying so much for a child, our faith began to weaken. 1 asked our 
Lord each day in Mass for more and more faith, and he gave it to me. With 
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Don Alvaro's prayer card in hand, 1 thought of beginning a novena. 1 knew 
that our Lord wanted my husband and 1 to be united so 1 asked my husband 
to pray it with me. We prayed the Novena to Don Alvaro with great faith. 

When the time carne and we tested for the pregnancy, it was negative. Two 
days later, without knowing that it was March 23, the day that Don Alvaro 
went to be with our Lord forever, the test carne back positive. We could 
hardly believe it. 

At first we thought there was sorne mistake. A few days later we went to the 
doctor, and saw with our own eyes that the gift that had come to us from 
heaven was twice what we expected. There were two little beating hearts. 
We were expecting twins! 

C.M.R. (Spain) 

Help in finding a job 

Despite having degrees in Economics and Business 

Administration, 1 was unable to get a job. 1 submitted 
applications, sent out resumés and had interviews with 

various companies, all to no avail. 1 told an aunt about 
my situation and she gave me sorne prayer cards of 
Don Álvaro del Portillo and told me to distribute them 
and to say the prayer with faith. 

1 did this, and to my surprise, my cell phone rang right away and a friend 
told me that somebody she knew urgently needed an administrator he could 
rely on. 1 immediately made the contact. We had an interview, and within a 
week 1 was working. l'm now very happy in my job and want to bear witness 
to the favor that l've received. 1 tell my story to anyone 1 can and continue to 

say the prayer on the card. 1 thank God very much for having given me this 
favor 1 was so anxious for: finding honest work. 

L.G.P, Maracaibo (Venezuela} 
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lmpossible university bills 

Again and again our financia! situation made it 
impossible to pay the bilis far our three children at the 
University of Rome. Often only an intervention from 
heaven enabled us to pay the bilis when they carne 
due. We put ourselves under the patronage of Don 

Álvaro, saying the prayer on his prayer card, and by 
God's grace we somehow got the money together 

www.opusdei.org 

each time. We have obtained many other favors through Don Álvaro's 
intercession, including peace and harmony in our family, six people always 

struggling with thousands of temptations. Far all this 1 give thanks to the 
good God who has given us such a marvelous intercessor. 

PM. , San Giovanni La Punta (Ita/y) 

Stranded at Lake Kossou 

One Sunday during a service project at Lake 
Kossou, we decided to go swimming in the lake. 
There were about 15 of us in total, half of the 
participants, and we drove there in a mini bus. 
After half an hour 1 got out of the water and 
realized that 1 had lost the van keys. lt was five in 

the afternoon, the place we were staying was a long way away, and to get a 
copy of the key we would have to go to Abidjan, more than 150 miles away. 
We looked in the water far 45 minutes without finding anything. Then 1 
asked Don Álvaro to help. Although 1 don't like to "bother" him with material 

things, we were getting very concerned. 1 told him, after saying the prayer 
far private devotion, "Get me out of this jam." Two or three minutes later, 
Yannick, the smallest member of our expedition, dove into the water and 
emerged with ttíe keys in his hand anda smile on his face, saying: "I prayed 
to Don Álvaro." 

Ajanon, Abidjan (/vory Coast) 
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Knowing more about Dora 

A New Job for Me 

ATWN , Hong Kong , 
18 November 2013 

Thanks to the prayers of Dora del Hoyo, / and my friend found new jobs 

1 was baptized in 2000 and 1 am a cooperator of Opus Dei. After working 
in banks in Hong Kong far nearly 30 years, 1 changed to a job with a Hong 
Kong corporation spending 2 years in China befare resigning in early 
2012. 1 wanted a break and was therefare not too anxious far a new job. 

However, after one year of idling, 1 became a bit desperate because at the 
age of 50 and my senior management profile, 1 realized that it was not easy 
to find a job. Emails after emails got no response. 

During this time, 1 was invited several times to do a retreat in Hac Sa Centre 
in Macau. However, 1 turned them down thinking that perhaps 1 should 
keep myself available in case there is a call far a job interview. 

Finally, in April this year, 1 was again extended an invitation. At this point, 
1 have sort of resigned to the reality that jobs are hard to come by and that 
spending several days in a retreat should not be too risky. In the meantime, 
1 invited a secondary school classmate of mine, who was jobless far a 
number of years to come with me to the retreat. 
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As expected, no calls for job interviews during the retreat. In the retreat, 1 

heard about Salvadora del Hoyo Alonso. 1 found her prayer cards in a tray 
in the common room displayed together with those of our St. Josemaría 
Escrivá and Bishop Alvaro del Portillo. 1 prayed to them all asking them to 

help me find a job, and also one for my secondary school classmate. The 
other people in the retreat were so kind to pray for us as well. One of them 
comforted me by saying that he had examples of friends getting jobs soon 
after retreat. 

After the retreat, 1 continued sending applications but to no avail. Nothing 
happened from April until a day in late July when 1 googled for jobs. A 
bank's job recruitment advertisement appeared on the screen. Although 1 

thought 1 had no such directly related experience, 1 may just as well send in 

my application. To my surprise, 1 had the interview in August and eventually 
got the job offer in October. Though the job is not ideal, 1 know that given 
my situation 1 am fortunate to have a job. 1 give thanks and praise to the 

Lord for granting me the job through the intercessions of St Josemaría 
Escrivá, Bishop Alvaro, and Dora. 

Furthermore, my secondary school classmate got an offer for a job as well. 
He will start work in December. After years of unemployment, this is a 
miracle. 

God our Father, is the all-powerful and ever-living God! Thanks be to the 
intercessions of St. Josemaría Escrivá, Bishop Alvaro, and Dora as well as 
the prayers of those who did the retreat with me. 
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Favors received through Dora del Hoyo 

Sorne things border on wishful thinking 

l'm 23 and a college student. In October 1 
left my job at a company where 1 had been 
working for the past two years, and decided 
to enroll in college with the money 1 had 
saved. Because 1 wouldn 't have an income 
anymore and because the economy is a 
little shaky, my mother suggested that 1 

look for a job that would be compatible with 
my studies. She talked to me about Dora and said that she had done her a 
lot of favors, but 1 really didn't believe it. (1 am a believer, but 1 seemed that 
sorne of these things bordered on wishful thinking.) 

For a week, 1 left the prayer card in my room. But after two weeks , when 1 
hadn't received any replies to my job applications (at least 200), 1 decided 
to pray the prayer card every day. Last week 1 was called for an interview, 
and on Thursday 1 was hired . 1 finally have a job after one month of looking. 
1 really think that Dora is in heaven and will help anyone who asks her for 
favors. Thank you very much, Dora. 

Opening an account 

1 recently moved to Hong Kong. When 1 
went to open a personal bank account , 
1 encountered a lot of problems. One 
month previously the banking regulations 
regarding foreign customers had been 
changed , and the information that my 
Spanish colleagues had given to me was 
insufficient. 

After going to the bank four times without making any progress (each time 
they asked me for a new document), 1 went to another branch (with the 
same documents) and began to pray to Dora . As soon as 1 finished the 
novena, the bank clerk told me that she had talked to her supervisor and 1 
would be able to open the account. 

E.J. Hong Kong 
March 13, 2014 
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