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Of the Prelate

the Prelate’s Words
about the 
earthquake 
in central ialy
(august 24, 2016)

on receiving news of the
earthquake that early on august
24 struck areas in central italy
and caused numerous deaths and
injuries, among them many
women and children, Bishop
Javier echevarría has asked the
faithful of the Prelature of opus
dei to unite themselves to Pope
Francis’ intentions: “asking God
to console the hearts of those
who are suffering: to grant them
peace!”

“during these painful mo-
ments,” the Prelate said, “let us
pray for those who have lost their
lives, for the injured and those
experiencing material damages,
and for their families. may our
human and spiritual concern
reach each and every one of
them.”

the Prelate added: “i espe-
cially ask the faithful and friends
of the Prelature who live close to

these areas to do all they can to as-
sist efforts to bring aid to those af-
fected by the quake.”

Words regarding
the canonization of
mother teresa of 
calcutta
(September 2, 2016)

the canonization of Blessed
teresa of calcutta is a joyful feast
for the church and all mankind.
Since her death, the spiritual
stature of this extraordinary
woman has been becoming ever
clearer to the benefit of so many
souls.

in 2003, Saint John Paul ii in-
vited all of us to reflect on her
message of service and charity.
how much good comes from get-
ting to know her biography, her
writings and thoughts. the untir-
ing generosity of mother teresa
of calcutta is a strong spur to
learn to live for others.

during the times i had a
chance to be with mother
teresa, i saw how she was be-
coming more and more bent over
as time went by, as can happen to
us when we get older. her partic-
ular vocation as a missionary of
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God’s charity led her to continu-
ously bend over spiritually to wel-
come an abandoned person or
cure wounds of body or soul. it
was as though her spiritual “bend-
ing over” the poor and sick was
also becoming physical.

it was contemplation of the
eucharist that led teresa of cal-
cutta to recognize christ in those
who were poor, sick or alone, since
she had deeply assimilated those
words of our lord: “truly, i say to
you, as you did it to one of the least
of these my brethren, you did it to
me” (Mt 25:40).

this explains why, along with
the required physical assistance,
she poured out so much affection
for the most needy, and showed
such great compassion for orphans
and the unborn. We can recall here
her defense of life (which we too
are all engaged in), when on re-
ceiving the nobel Peace Prize in
1979 she made reference to the
drama of abortion, and offered to
look after unwanted children who
are born.

all of this christian way of act-
ing provides a lot of light for over-
coming the short-sightedness of
human calculations and personal
interests. She saw in humanity a
family, and in the world a common
home that any upright person
needs to be concerned about.

after receiving the nobel Peace
Prize, mother teresa was asked
what an ordinary person can do to

further peace in the world. She
replied: “Go home and love your
family.” the challenge, for many
christians, will be to bring Saint
teresa of calcutta’s apostolic ea-
gerness into the ambit of their or-
dinary activities: to “lean over,” to
place themselves at the service of
the others and thus to spread the
Gospel and christ’s charity to all
environments. in short, as Pope
Francis said, to realize we are in-
struments of God’s charity for all
the creatures on this earth (cf.
Laudato Si’, no. 246).

at the inauguration
of the academic
year, Pontifical 
university of the
holy cross, rome
(october 3, 2016)

your eminences, most rev-
erend Bishops, 

your excellencies, Professors,
collaborators, Students, ladies
and Gentlemen:

in the academic year that we
are inaugurating we will celebrate
the 50th anniversary of a magiste-
rial document of particular inter-
est, especially if it is read from the
historical perspective of the present
time. i refer to the encyclical Pop-
ulorum Progressio of Blessed Paul
Vi, published on march 26, 1967.
the Pope’s voice invited the

FROM THE PRELATE AND THE AUXILIARY VICAR • 331

Biblioteca Virtual Josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer y Opus Dei


