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a Conference Center in Jerez de la Frontera, Spain (November 1972 ).

Biblioteca Virtual Josemaria Escriva de Balaguer y Opus Dei

At 11:30 a.m. on Monday, April 9, 1990, at the Apostolic Palace in the presence of the
Holy Father, several Cardinals, and superiors and officials of the Congregation for the
Causes of Saints, there took place the public reading of the Decree on the heroic virtues of
the Founder of Opus Dei. The Prelate of Opus Dei, Monsignor Alvaro del Portillo,
successor to Monsignor Escriva as head of Opus Dei, was also present.

With this act the Servant of God was declared Venerable. Public cult cannot yet be
given to him since, according to Church Law, this is given only to the Blessed and to the
Saints.

The formal declaration of the heroicity of his virtues brought to a close a lengthy stage
in the process of canonization of the Servant of God. Between 1981 and 1986 two tribunals
met, one in Madrid and the other in Rome, to gather sworn testimony and a large number of
documents concerning the life and virtues of the Servant of God, and concerning his service
to the Church. Altogether there were 980 sessions, in which declarations were made by 92
people, all of them eye-witnesses.

Once the sessions had ended, the Postulation of the Cause prepared a complete and
systematic exposition of the results. This was done under the direction of Fr. Ambrosius
Eszer, O.P., the Relator designated by the Sacred Congregation for the Causes of the Saints,
following the usual historical-critical methods used in these cases. The resulting Positio
super vita et virtutibus (Assessment of the life and virtues) of Monsignor Escriva, produced
with the collaboration of theologians and historians, runs to over 6,000 pages.

Following procedures, the Positio was first examined by the Theological Consultants of
the Sacred Congregation on September 19, 1989, in a meeting presided by Monsignor
Antonio Petti, the Promoter-General of the Faith. The matter was then studied by the
Ordinary Congregation of Cardinals and Bishops which met on March 20, 1990, with
Cardinal Edouard Gagnon acting as Presenter, and which pronounced unanimously in favor
of the heroicity of the virtues of the Founder of Opus Dei.

Accepting these favorable decisions, the Holy Father ordered that the Decree on the
heroic virtues of the Founder of Opus Dei be prepared. The text of this Decree is presented
below.

Each day, from all over the world we receive news of graces and favors attributed to the
intercession of the Venerable Josemaria Escrivd. They constitute eloquent proof of the
immense good that accrues to the Church from spreading the knowledge of his life and
works. His life is that of a priest in love with Jesus Christ and whose teachings concern the
sanctification of ordinary Christian life. Qur gratitude for the proclamation of the heroicity
of his virtues should be expressed by a humble and firm resolution to follow daily more
closely the heroic example of love of God and service to souls left to us by the Founder of
Opus Dei.
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