
NEWS of the Prouess 
The opening session in 

the process of Isidoro's be
atification was held on Oc
tober 11, 1948, the feast of 
the Mate.rnity of the 
Blessed Virgin. His Ex
cellency Most Reverend 
Leopoldo Eijo Garay, 
Bishop of Madrid presided 
over the solemn function. 
In attendance Vvere Msgr. 
Escriva de Balaguer, 
President-General of Opus 
Dei, numerous membe.rs 
of this Secular Institute, 
the relatives of Isidoro, 
engineers from the Gen
eral Railroads Offices and 
the Na tional Railroads, 
professors from the 
School of Industrial Engi
nee.ring, many fellow stu
dents, and employees and 
personnel who worked un
der the direction of this 
Servant of God . . 
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GOD'S ENGINEER 
Isidoro Zorzano was very much a man of the 20th century. He was an indus

trial engineer who spent most of his professional years at the drawing boards of a 
railroad company. One can hardly find any extraordinary events in his short life-he 
was born in 1902 and died in 1943-but the extraordinary thing about him was that 
he heroically sought perfection in his everyday work and in the small details of 
every moment. This is how he sought sanctification. 

To make known to the world the life of this Servant of God is to encourage 
the world to seek a better life. Isidoro's example shows that sanctity is accessible to 
every man, and that al! can find it naturally in the work they are doing and in the 
social environment in which they find themselves. 

Isidoro too, lived in the world of hustle and bustle and was faced with all the 
problems of our modern civilization. Y et he had the wisdom to find Christ in the 
little things of every day. 

In 1905, when Isidoro was only 3, he moved with his family from Buenos 
Aires to Spain. After Grammar and High School he went to study in Madrid where 
he received his degree in Engineering. 

In 1930, on August 24th he joined Opus Dei, which was just beginning and 
which later became the first Secular Institute of the Church. 

During the years 1928 to 1936 Isidoro energetically followed his profession as 
an engineer with the Andalusian Railroad Company in Malaga. When · the Spahish 
Civil War began and until it ended in 1939, he lived in Madrid. Here, amid all types 
of privations and difficulties, he quiet!y shone as a cheerful example of unbounded 
charity. 

At the end of the war he was appointed as head of the office of Studies, and 
Unification of Material for the entire railroad network. . ' 

lt was on July 15, 1943, that Isidoro 
died after a long and painful illness. He 
used this illness as he had used his life
to sanctify himself more and more. 

Five years later, on October 11, 1948, 
the process of beatification began for the 
Servant of God, Isidoro L. Zorzano. 

(Daniel Sargent has written a magnifi
cent biography of Isidoro. lt is called 
"God's Engineer"-published by scEPTER 

PRESS. $2.)0) 

Thls pamphlet Is sent wlthorit 
charge to any person who deslres to 
know somethlng about Isidoro. Those, 
however, who wlsh to extend the de
votlon to hlm, or to manlfest thelr 
thankfulness for favors recelved, can 
help by sendlng contrlbutlons for the 
future publlcatlon of thls paper and 
for the extenslon of the apostolate ln 
whlch Isidoro worked. 
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The Peace of Isidoro 
Peace is noticeably lacking in the rela

tions men have with each other today. 
For many, peace is something com

pletely alien to their behavior and to 
their attitudes toward life. More and 
more each <lay, it seems as though the 
very complication of human relations is 
banishing forever a virtue, which, when 
expressed in the external activity of man 
may be called serenity, and which interi
orly is intimately united to peace of 
soul. This is the peace that the angels 
offertci to men of gooci wili on the first 
Christmas. 

That was nearly two thousand years 
ago, but today that very same peace is 
offered to men of good will. These are 
men whose intentions, words and deeds 
are but manifestations of an inner tran
quillity. In order to acquire these inten
tions, man must have clear and definite, 
but at the same time, noble attitudes 
based on the constant realization that 
man has to live in peace. And in hold
ing them, he must also affirm his own 
freedom while recognizing the freedom 
of others. Translated into deeds, peace 
must seek precise goals and proclaim 
_their attainment with words free of bit

. terness. This peace is found only in the 
hearts of the good sons of God. 

"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
shall be called children of God" (Matt. 
5,9) Among such men there can be no 
rancors, double natures or nvisted inten
tions. This peace is the fruit of divine 
filiation; it results from the infusion of 

supernatural life. This peace guides man 
along the path of life; it gives him a calm 
heart while he is striving for his final 
objective, which líes outside the Iimits 
of earthly existence, where ' those same 
angels who offered peace to men of good 
will give "glory to God in the highest". 

This was the peace with which Isidoro 
faced both life and death. This was an
other of the virtues that he exalted to a 
high degree. The peace of Isidoro, sus
tained in fortitude and temperance, 
wanned in faith, hope and love, ieaped 
to the surface in his serenity of spirit. Ir 
can give an answer to those who, in the 
midst of the present disorder of things, 
cannot find peace. They look for it 
blindly in the streets, in their homes :md 
in their work. He gave testimony-his 
answer-by giving himself to God in 
Opus Dei. 

His daily life, permeated with this se
rene peace, was in every moment the 
joyful affirmation of one who has chosen 
the best and knows that his dedication 
to God will lead him to God. · 

Throughout his long, hard and painful 
illness this same pea ce remained. T oward 
the end of 1942 he heroically experi
enced sorne of the worst symptoms of 
his final illness. However, this <lid not 
prevent him from making a trip to Al
cala de Henares with sorne of the mem
bers of Opus Dei. He never again saw 
the outdoors which he loved so much. 
Soon afterwards carne the seemingly in
terminable days in the hospital, when 

PRAYER FOR PRIVATE DEVOTION 

O God, Who filled Y our servant Isidoro with so 
many treasures of grace in the exercise of his profes
sional duties in the midst of the world: grant that I 
may learn to sanctify my o.rdinary work and become 
an apostle to my friends and associates. Deign to glo
rify Y our servant, and, through his intercession, grant 
m~ the favor I re'quest (here make your petition). 
Amen. 

Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory be to the Fath.er. 

'You write and I 
quote: "My joy and my 
peace. I can never have 
real happiness if I have 
no peace. And what is 
peace? Peace is some
thing intirnately associ
ated with war. Peace is 
the result of victory. 
Peace dernands of me a 
constant struggle. With
out that struggle, I'll 
never be able to have 
peace".' 

Msgr. J oseph M. Escriva 
The Way, 308. 

his limitless peace and serenity was unit
ing him more closely to the Lord and 
preparing him for his holy death six 
months later. 

At Christmas he went to Midnight 
Mass in the Opus Dei residence in Ma
drid, and he realized for the first time 
that he was unable to kneel. He tired 
easily, and in his face one could read 
the great pain he bore. 

His great burden, however, never 
shattered his peace-this virtue which is 
never old and worn, but one that is of
fered to all. It is the virtue that speaks 
so eloqucntly to men of the twentieth 
century, men who are victors over speed, 
champions of the cold war and who 
now, in the midst of an uninterrupted 
flow of inventions, are about to send 
their first satellites into space. 

The gift of the Holy Spirit, this vir-

In conformity with the decrees 
of Pope U rban VIII, we declare 
that this prayer is not intended for 
public devotion and that in inter
preting the favors received through 
his intercession and the sanctity of 
the Servant of God, in no way is 
it intended that the judgment of 
the Holy Church be anticipated. 
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tue of peace as lived so heroically by 
Isidoro, is not something that must be 
banished in these days of war and death. 
Isidoro was very much a man of the 
twentieth century, an engineer, but still 
a son of God. He was a saint in his sec
ular profession and with his life gave 
testimony to the urgent necessity of that 
peace which, on a cold night twenty 

centuries ago, accompanied its King-a 
small, meek, humble King-the King of 

Peace. 

ISlDORO'S PATIENTS 
Spontaneously there arose in San Se

bastian, Spain, the idea of sending in the 
names of sick people who "desired to be 
visited" by Isidoro's publication. Many 
others have followed the example and 
have given us their addresses so that they 
too may receive this paper. Thus the 
apostolate of suffering in Isidoro's life 
gained more recognition after his death, 
and the list of interested, suffering sick 
constantly increases. 

This paper is published 

with ecclesiastical appro

bation. 

It 1s published in Eng

lish, Italian, Spanish, and 

Portuguese. 

FAVORS OBT AINED THROUGH HIS INTERCESSION 

•• D.B. from Chicago writes: ';Mother 
came through the operation safely and 
is doing nicely. The night before the 
operation I left the relic ( of Isidoro) in 
the hospital and recited the prayer that 
she would get well. The prayers have 
been answered .... " 

•• M.X. writes from Texas: "I st:uted 
a novena of petition to him (Isidoro) to 
picase collect those bilis for me, for he 
himself was in business while in this 
world and would be very skil!ful in han
dling the matter for me. I did not quite 
finish my novena when 2 of the debtors 
paid. One especially who had given me 
a great <leal of trouble .... It was a sur
prise to ali of us. The other 2 paid at 
the end of my novena .... " 

•• J.A. from New York: "Passed two 
examinations considered beyond passing 
... and met someone I could help ::t a 
party when I prayed that this party 
would be a success. . . . Isidoro is help
ing ... " 

•• G.D. from Chicago writes: "after 
reading the pamphlet concerning Isidoro 
Zorzano, I got down on my knees in my 
bedroom and asked him to ask God for 
a special favor for me. 1 no sooner got 
off my knees and went into the dining 
room, when the phone rang and it was 
J. I had not heard from him for a long 
time and his call was the favor I 
asked ... " 

•• A.C. writes from Brookline: "We 
have a young child, age 3 months who 
has been hospitalized since birth due to 
a brain injury which has resulted in 
almost complete absence of muscular 

act1v1ty .... We were told through 
friends of the life and works of Isidoro. 
We brought the leaflet to the hospital 
and recited the prayer. We were stunned 
to see our child move his head with rela
tive ease .... Today the baby moved 
his head so much more and for the first 
time smiled very willingly ... " 

0 I.G. writes from Madrid: "My 
brother was sick. His sickness was diag
nosed as a lung lesion and was confirmed 
with the vomiting of blood. I began to 
make a novena, asking that my brother 
be cured through the intercession of Isi
doro, and promised that if he were cured 
th:it I should have the favor publicized. 
A few days later my brother was 
X-rayed and it was found that the lesion 
had disappeared .... " 

•• M.P.G. writes from Granada, Spain: 
"l was very sick and nothing would 
relieve my suffering. The doctor was 
unable to diagnose my illness. I prayed 
faithfully to the Servant of God, Isidoro 
Zorzano, and something miraculous hap
pened. The fear of the operation I was 

going to have disappeared and every
thing was resolved happily .... " 

•• M.C.V. writes from Colombia: 
"There was a lady in this city who had 
not bcen to Confession for over. 2 years 
and none could convince her to go. 
After invoking Isidoro she immediately 
went to confession." 

•• E.C. from Rome: "I was expecting 
a large sum of money, but was told that 
there was no hope of receiving it. I have 
a great devotion to Isidoro and at once 
implored him to help me. I prayed the 
prayer every day. Today I have received 
the money and want to fulfill the prom
ise of having the favor published." 

•• C.M. from Turin, Italy: Fulfilling 
the promise I made to the Serv:mf of 
God, Isidoro Zorzano, I want to declare 
thc grace obtained through his interces
sion. I had been agitated and nervous 
and always tired. I was losing my peace 
and confidence. I prayed with fervor 
and insistance to Isidoro and obtained 
grcat relief in a short time .... " 

Anyone who has obtained favors upon invoking Isidoro's aid is requested to 

send no ti ce of such f act to my of the addresses listed below. These notices must be 

very detailed, generally including names and addresses, although, if the writer ex

presses the desire, the personal identification will be eliminated when the report is 

published in this leafiet. 

Address: Very Rev. Postulator of the Cause of Beatification of the Servant of God 

Isidoro Zorzano. 
Via Pompeo Magno 9 or 
Rome, ltaly 

Friends of Isidoro 
S544 Woodlawn Ave. 
Chicago 37, lllinois, USA. 
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idoro's 

hallenge 
There are challenges that we 

·o not demand. There is that of 
. 1e highway-man who points a 
is tol at us and says, "Your 
10ney or your life." W e may 
;ive him the one, and he may 
J so take the other. He may get 
vhat he wants. Isidoro's chal
.;nge is different. There is no 
1istol in it. He is all friendliness. 
-{is summons has no words even, 
. ret it i:enetrates deep in to us, to 
vhere we are most free, and to 
.vhere we make decisions joy
•usly. It says, without saying it, 
'Why not serve?" ' 

(God's Engineer by 
Daniel Sargent. Scepter Press) 
~ 

This issue of Isidoro's 
3ulletin has been made pos
.üble through the generosity 
1f : 

The Carney Foundation 

Thomas McQueen 
Construction Co. 

Kenny Construction Co. 

We should appreciate it if the 
readers of this paper would send us 
the names and addresses of other 
people who may be interested in 
receiving this as well as succeeding 
1ssues. 

ISIDORO AND THE PRESS 

" .... This cheerful young man of our own times, so 
simple outwardly and with such a great heart be
neath, is held up to us now as a model of sanctity .... 
It is not surprising that the process of Beatification 
should have made rapid progress, and that very 
shortly we may see .raised to the altars this man of 
our times who might have been ouT friend." 

(The Standard, Dublin) 

" .... an engineer who made God a vital part of his 
everyday life, one of the first members of Opus Dei, 
whose courage through the painful illness which led 
to his death inspired others. The book (God's Engi
neer) published by Scepter Press here, was written 
by Daniel Sargent, a former Harvard University 
professor and a convert to Catholicism." 

(Chicago Daily News) 

" .... Because he was permeated with the spirit of 
Opus Dei, his lif e was not a monotonous succession 
of days, but was a constant progress that gathered 
momentum as it advanced toward sanctity .... 

(The Register, Den ver) 

" .... A man will beco me perf ect if he merely do es 
his everyday work as best he can-and <loes it fo.r 
God, makes his work the work of God. Isidoro Zor
zano was a man like that .... 

(The Catholic Boy) 
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