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opportunity to speak with them,
they always ask me when the
apostolic work will begin there.
Undoubtedly the thirst for the
Gospel is strong all over the
world, so we need to ask God to
send workers for his harvest. I
am thinking of the possibility of
beginning in some countries in
Europe, Asia, and Africa. 

‘John XXIII and
John Paul II: 
Two holy Popes, 
Two Marian saints,’ 
El Mercurio, Chile 
(April 24, 2014) 

The canonization of John
XXIII and John Paul II is a great
event for the Church and a sign
of hope for the world, because
where sanctity flourishes the
crises in this world don’t have the
final word.

Sanctity provides a solid
foundation on which to build
the future. In our faith, and in a
special way in the saints, we find
an answer to the deepest prob-
lems of mankind and society,
often the result of being distant
from God.

We should give thanks to
God on seeing that, during re-
cent decades (when so much has

been said about the “crises” in
economics, culture, politics, soci-
ety and religion), the Church has
been guided by holy people, by
saints. Two of the three Roman
Pontiffs from these years ( John
XXIII and John Paul II) will be
canonized this Sunday, and the
beatification process for the third
recent Pope (Paul VI) is now well
advanced.

John XXIII is, above all, the
Pope who convoked the Second
Vatican Council. As Peter’s suc-
cessor he guided the Church,
with a firm and fatherly hand, to-
wards this extraordinary experi-
ence of faith and personal and
collective renewal. As Guadium et
Spes emphasized, the Council
strove to speak to the hearts of
men and women in today’s world.
Pope Roncalli helped place the
vocation to holiness at the very
core of Christian life. We can go
to his intercession today to be-
seech God that all men and
women may take deeply to heart
this truth proclaimed by Vatican
II: that sanctity is attainable by all
Christians, and is not a goal for a
few select people.

For mankind as a whole, John
XXIII is also the Pope of peace,
since during a very tense histori-
cal moment he had no hesitation,
following the example of his
predecessors, to do everything
possible to prevent war, using all
of his moral and religious author-
ity to make clear the prerequisites
for peace and for the safeguard-

Biblioteca Virtual Josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer y Opus Dei



FROM THE PRELATE • 65

ing of the dignity of the human
person.

John Paul II was a priest in
love with God and mankind, cre-
ated in the image of God in
Christ. Spurred by charity, he
convoked the whole Church to
the “new evangelization,” while
stressing at the same time the
role that corresponds to the laity
in this task of making God pres-
ent in the life of people and na-
tions. During the years of his
pontificate we have been given
new light to grasp more deeply
God’s goodness and mercy. His
words, his gestures, his writings,
his personal self-giving (both in
health and in sickness) have been
instruments used by the Holy
Spirit to draw many people to
the sources of grace, and to en-
courage thousands of young peo-
ple to say “yes” to Christ’s call to
the priesthood, to religious life,
to matrimony and to lay apos-
tolic celibacy.

The Polish Pope led us from
the second into the third millen-
nium, leaving behind him a rich
legacy on the dignity of the
human person, the value of
human life and the family, serv-
ice to the poor and needy, the
rights of workers, human love
and the dignity of women, and
about so many other aspects cru-
cial for fostering a life of human
dignity.

His writings and words pro-
vide us with a body of teachings

with enormous potential for the
future. I personally am convinced
that his social and human mes-
sage (stemming from his deep
spiritual response to God) will
become more and more impor-
tant with the passage of the
years.

The canonization of these two
great shepherds takes place a few
days before we begin May, the
month of Mary. This is a feature
that unites the two new saints:
their deep and tender love for our
Lady. John XXIII frequently
pointed to our Lady’s “universal
motherhood.” Mary is “the com-
mon Mother of all men and
women, brothers and sisters in
Christ, the firstborn Son” (Octber
12, 1961). In John Paul II, the
awareness of the closeness and in-
tercession of our Mother burned
strongly in his own spiritual and
human journey, and it drew others
to discover the “Marian dimen-
sion” in the life of all Christ’s dis-
ciples. Filiation to our Lady, he
said, is “a gift which Christ him-
self makes personally to every in-
dividual” (see Redemptoris Mater,
no. 45).

Our Lady holds an important
place in the spiritual life of each
of the faithful, but also in the
building up of the Church as a
whole. Therefore, with the up-
coming canonization on Sunday, I
would like to quote these words
from Saint Josemaría Escrivá: “It
is difficult to have devotion to our
Lady and not feel closer to the
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other members of the Mystical
Body and more united to its visi-
ble head, the Pope. That’s why I
like to repeat: All with Peter to
Jesus through Mary!”(Christ is
Passing By, no. 139). It gives me
great joy that it has been Pope
Francis, also a deeply Marian
Pope, who has decided to go
ahead with these two canoniza-
tions. All three of them have
shown us that charity is not a
merely human virtue, but that it
means bringing Christ to other
men and women, which is what
Mary did in the service of all
mankind.

Soon we will grow accus-
tomed to referring to these two
shepherds as Saint John XXIII
and Saint John Paul II. By can-
onizing them, Pope Francis, the
Vicar of Christ, is helping us to
see that, in God’s eyes, Angelo
Roncalli and Karol Wojtyla are,
above all, two holy persons, a
fundamental goal for the life of
each man and women. Saint John
XXIII and Saint John Paul II
were two priests with great
hearts, with a burning love for
God and all men and women.
Two great saints, united by a ten-
der love for Mary, Mother of God
and our Mother.

✠ Javier Echevarría
Prelate of Opus Dei

Interview 
granted to the
weekly Pyung 
Hwa Sinmun,   
South Korea
(June 1, 2014)

Opus Dei is still relatively un-
known among the faithful of the
Catholic Church of Korea. Could
you please give a brief explanation
about what the spirit of Opus Dei
consists of? What do you hope for
from the faithful of Opus Dei in
Korea?

The spirit of Opus Dei con-
sists in trying to seek God—who
is a good and merciful Father—in
the activities of every day: in our
family, in our work, in the occu-
pations that we have in hand. The
mission of this prelature of the
Catholic Church consists in re-
calling that we have all been
called to be saints: sanctity cannot
be reduced to a goal for a privi-
leged class, but for you, or me, for
a mother or father of a family, for
a young person or an aged one,
rich or poor, healthy or sick. In
the words of the founder, St. Jose-
maría Escrivá, it is a matter of a
message that is “as old as the
Gospel, and like the Gospel new.”

Seeking holiness in work, for
example, leads one to finish
things well, to be friendly, to
know how to serve and to help
one’s companions, to arrive punc-
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