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on my lips, an aspiration: Rome!”
The name of a city, a prayer, a bond of
union for all Catholics, for all men of

good will.

Rome
April 19, 2005

On the election of Benedict XVI

Today is a moment of great joy for
the entire Church. Catholics all over
the world are giving thanks to God for
the gift of a new Pope, Benedict XVI.
Once again his children turn their eyes
to Peter’s successor, finding in him light
and serenity.

In my name, and with the certainty
that I am expressing the sentiments of
the men and women who make up the
Prelature of Opus Dei, I assure Bene-
dict XVI of our fullest union both with
him and with his teachings: a deep
communion. The new Pope is well ac-
quainted with the Prelature’s mission
and knows he can count on the cheer-
ful efforts of the priests and lay people
who form part of it in order to serve the
Church, which was St. Josemaria Es-
crivi's only ambition. Along with our
union with him, I also want to transmit
to him my deep filial affection, joined
to the prayer and affection of all the
faithful of Opus Dei.

During these days of trust-filled
waiting, there has been a lot of talk
about the Roman Pontiff’s immense
responsibility, about the Church’s need
for his ministry, and the weight of the
mission that rests on his shoulders. All
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of this is true. But we are also seeing
now how the Pope, besides God’s help,
can rely on the support of the prayer
and affection of all Catholics and of so
many other persons of good will.

The circumstances surrounding the
death of John Paul II and the election
of Benedict XVI have been a marvelous
manifestation of faith on the part of
millions of persons and a moving ex-
pression of unity: in a shared sorrow
first of all, at the loss of our beloved
John Paul II, and also in their joy at the
gift of a new Pope. May John Paul II
protect his successor in this moment of
a new springtime!

I am also struck, as is only natural,
by the Church’s marvelous continuity,
so clearly reflected in the joy of the
People of God at the election of Peter’s
New SUCCessor.

La Gaceta de los
Negocios (Madrid)
May 7, 2005

Faith and Unity

On the evening of April 19, when
the fumata bianca announced the elec-
tion of the new Pope, the people who
had crowded into St. Peter’s Square
burst into uncontainable applause.
And this scene was repeated in many
other cities and countries all over the
world. No one knew yet who had been
elected. The cries of joy were not for a
particular person. They were for St.
Peter’s Successor and the Vicar of




Christ on earth. Thus what St. Am-
brose wrote so many centuries ago was
once again seen to be true: Ubi Petrus,
1bi Ecclesia. Where Peter is, there the
Church is present. The Church and all
her children were rejoicing at the new
Roman Pontiff. A little less than an
hour later we met Pope Benedict XVI
and received his apostolic blessing.
And we were moved to see once again
that the Successor of Peter is with the
Church and the Church rejoices with

his presence.

After some time had passed, we
began to reflect on what we had expe-
rienced with so much joy. The con-
clave’s brevity—scarcely 24 hours—
gave rise to quite a few commentaries.
In our mother the Church there are le-
gitimate differences of language, men-
tality and experience. But the Holy
Spirit brings all of these together when
the search is made for the one who can
best guide the Church in confronting
the challenges that our era presents,
continuing in a dynamic and creative
way the work of our beloved and unfor-

gettable John Paul II.

His last homily before being elected
to the chair of Peter, and Pope Bene-
dict XVT’s first message on the morn-
ing of April 20, present us with the
broad outlines of the challenges that
need to be confronted and that the
Pope will not fail to respond to. Faith
in Christ our Lord and Redeemer is the
center on which all these converge and
from which an adequate response must
also come. This realization leads to the
petition that our Lord “give us a new
shepherd according to his heart, a shep-
herd who will lead us to the knowledge
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of Chirist, to his love, to true joy,” a pe-
tition from the Liturgy that heaven has
heard.

Striving to attain “the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, to mature manhood, to the
measure of the stature of the fullness
of Christ” (Eph 4:13), is the task that
confronts each new Christian gener-
ation. Today anyone who decides to
follow the path of faith is buffeted by
strong ideological currents and intel-
lectual fashions. Through faith we
open our hearts to the saving mercy
of God. God’s mercy is a joyous affir-
mation, a positive reality that wounds
no one and fills all men and women
with peace and hope. But divine
mercy puts a limit to evil, as John Paul
11 said. And the “father of lies” (Jn
8:44) continually searches out new
means of resistance, seeking to sepa-
rate us with subtle deceptions from
faith in the Church’s Creed. He tries
to convince us that, in order to be up
to date, one has to let oneself be led
by any gust of human doctrine (cf.
Eph 4:14). Only someone with a su-
perficial view of certain aspects of
contemporary culture could fail to see
this reality.

Fortunately there are also many
positive signs today. Benedict XVT re-
minds us of what was evident to every-
one: “John Paul IT’s funeral was a truly
extraordinary experience in which we
glimpsed the power of God, who,
through his Church, wants to make a
great family of all peoples by means of
the unifying power of Truth and
Love.” All those who spontaneously
poured into Rome, including non-
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Catholics and non-believers, putting
up with long waits and much discom-
fort to bid a final farewell to the one
who for nearly three decades guided
us on the path of faith, were the fruit
of John Paul I’s generous self-giving,
giving himself in the sight of all right
to his last breath. We couldn’t have a
clearer example of holiness, calling us
to give our life with generosity in order
to bring Christ to every corner of the
world. “We must be enlivened by a
holy restlessness,” we heard from then
Cardinal Ratzinger in his homily on
April 18, “a restlessness to bring to
everyone the gift of faith, of friendship
with Christ. Truly, the love and friend-
ship of God was given to us so that it
might also be shared with others. We
have received the faith to give it to
others.” And with the faith we should
also offer our availability to cooperate,
with a readiness to dialogue, in the
construction of a truly just society,
built on freedom and peace.

Benedict XVI has sketched out the
broad outlines of his pontificate. The
Church, during this third millennium,
needs to continue illuminating human
life with the light of the Gospel, which
has been applied to our times, with the
Holy Spirit’s help, by the Second Vat-
ican Council, whose teachings need to
continue to be carried out. Especially
during this year, the Eucharist, the
heart of the Church’s life and the
source of her evangelizing mission,
will be the permanent center of the
Petrine ministry to which the new
Roman Pontiff has been called. With
the power of the Eucharist we have to
seek diligently, within the one truth,
for full unity with all those who be-
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lieve in Christ, pressing on in theolog-
ical dialogue and taking the specific
steps needed to move people’s hearts
towards union. Above all there is a
need for interior conversion—a neces-
sary prerequisite for true progress on
the path of ecumenism. No effort will
be spared in fostering peace and dia-
logue among cultures, so that mutual
understanding will lead to the seeds of
a better future for all. Benedict XVI
will continue to foster the solicitous
attention to youth shown by John Paul
I1, because they are the future and
hope of the Church and of humanity.
The Holy Father declared that his pri-
mary task consists in making Christ’s
light shine forth before the men and
women of today, including those of
other religions and those seeking an
answer to the most pressing problems
of human existence.

Benedict XVI is preparing to un-
dertake these tasks, trusting in the
help of God and in our prayers and
our own fidelity to Christ. He is plac-
ing the many gifts God has granted
him entirely at the service of his de-
manding mission. These include his
deep theological knowledge and
strong piety, the experience acquired
during so many years working closely
beside John Paul II in the service to
the Church, and his clear vision of
the dramas of secularism and rela-
tivism. All those who know him well
recognize his refinement and ability
to listen to and appreciate others’
views (so far removed from the cari-
cature spread by a few thoughtless
people) and his broad intellectual
outlook, which has led some of the
most important European intellectu-




als of our time to seek to dialogue

publicly with him.

In these first days of his pontifi-
cate, he has more than once referred
to the fragility of the inadequate in-
struments that God deigns to employ.
We who are sons and daughters of
God and of the Church know that
this is a time for unity, of which
Peter’s successor is the visible source
and foundation. He has a right to the
gratitude and affectionate loyalty of
all Catholics for his efforts in the ex-
ercise of his universal ministry, which
is now beginning. Personally I am fre-
quently saying, and asking others to
do so0, a short prayer that I so often
heard from the lips of St. Josemaria
Escriva: Omnes cum Petro ad Iesum per
Mariam. All with Peter, to Jesus,
through Mary.

La Stampa
(Turin, Ttaly)
June 25, 2005

Your most important business 1s

your children

From ancient times there has been
a kind of dichotomy between “big his-
tory” and “little history,” between the
unusual and the everyday. On the one
hand are the grand gestures (real or
imagined) of kings and heroes; on the
other hand, the ongoing tasks, often tir-
ing, that occupy ordinary people most
of each day as they work to support
their families.
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Even in Christian lands, people
often regarded work as a punishment
from God. Those words of Yahweh
when he cast our first parents out of
the Garden of Eden after they com-
mitted the original sin are familiar
enough: “You shall eat your bread in
the sweat of your brow.” But many
seem to have forgotten the divine
command, “Increase and multiply, fill
the earth and subdue it,” when the
Lord made man and woman in his
image and likeness.

For many centuries work (especially
manual, but not only that) was consid-
ered something that lacked dignity, and
people tried to be free of it when good
fortune, a noble birth, or an important
position in society made that possible.
Today, what wounds human dignity is

not work but precisely the contrary-un-—-

employment. In-this ‘sense, the changed
perspective has a positive side. The so-
cial teaching of the Church, beginning
with the 19th-century popes, has played
a role in bringing about that change.

The popes’ social teaching has also
influenced the life and writings of spir-
itual authors who find it congenial
with their own insights. Several writ-
ers of the 20th century come to mind,
especially St. Josemaria Escrivi. In a
commentary on God’s command to
Adam to till the earth, the Founder of
Opus Dei asserted that work is digni-
fied and holy, “a human necessity God
has entrusted to us here on earth, fill-
ing our days and making us partakers
of his creative power, that we might
harvest ‘fruits for eternal life’ (J» 4:36)
while earning our living” (Friends of

God, 57).
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