
cific vocation commit themselves to 
bringing Christ's light to their fam­
ily, social and professional settings. 
Using a comparison that is perhaps a 
bit simplistic, one could say that the 
music is the same for all Catholics, 
but in the orchestra each one plays a 
different instrumento The essential 
thing is the breath of the Holy 
Spirit. Those who draw close to 
Opus Dei receive Christian forma­
tion and spiritual guidance adapted 
to their particular circumstances, to 
help them live their Christian com­
mitments in their ordinary life, each 
with one's own responsibility. We 
don't consider ourselves better or 
different from others; nevertheless, 
we see an obligation to live a radical 
commitment to our faith at each 
momento 

In these past 25 years, how has 
the Prelature he1ped to form lay 
people able to confront the com­
plex challenges we are facing today? 

To answer this question, 1 would 
like to tell you about my recent trip 
to Kazakhstan. A few days ago, 1 
spent sorne time with the faithful of 
Opus Dei who are living in a coun­
try where Catholics are a tiny mi­
nority. They are working filled with 
joy and hope in the place in society 
where they find themselves. And the 
first fruits are starting to appear. 
The number of men and women in­
terested in the Catholic faith is in­
creasing. They are dreaming of a fu­
tu re when the faith will set down 
strong roots in Central Asia. The 
same spirit is animating so many 
people, ordinary Christians, all over 
the world: the desire to bring Christ 
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to those around them through the 
testimony of their own lives, in ordi­
nary everyday things, through their 
example and their capacity to love 
and serve others. This is what Sto 
Josemaría called an apostolate of 
sincere and disinterested friendship, 
as in the times of the early Chris­
tians. lf one truly loves others, a re­
ciprocal trust and mutual under­
standing will arise, that soon be­
comes true fraternity. 

Spain 
October 6, 2007 

"The Splendor of Charity, " 
an article Published in 
ABC,Madrid 

Five years ago, on October 6, 
2002, before a large crowd of people 
from every race and comer of the 
world, John Paul II proclaimed Jose­
maría Escrivá, the founder of Opus 
Dei, a saint. On the following day, in 
the audience held in Sto Peter's 
Square for those attending the can­
onization, he described Sto Josemaría 
as the saint of the ordinary. With 
this expression he summed up the 
core of the message preached by this 
faithful priest. Our daily activities­
one's family life, professional work, 
social relationships-are a path lead­
ing to heaven, if one walks with one's 
eyes fixed on Cod and with a desire 
to help one's neighbor. 

1 had the good fortune (1 see it 
as Cod's gift) of being a direct wit­
ness, for a quarter of a century, to 
Sto Josemaría's concern to help 
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many people overcome the split be­
tween their life of faith and their 
daily life. Right from the beginning 
of Opus Dei, on October 2, 1928, 
he taught that all noble human real­
ities, since they have been willed by 
God and assumed by Jesus Christ in 
the Incarnation, can be a path to­
wards holiness. "There is something 
holy, something divine, hidden in 
the most ordinary situations, and it 
is up to each one of you to discover 
it" (Homily "Passionately Loving 
the World," October 8, 1967). He 
spread this message-both with 
theological reasons and with practi­
cal advice-to men and women of 
the most varied professional and so­
cial walks of life, in personal con­
versations or in large gatherings, as 
in the homily 1 just cited, preached 
before more than twenty thousand 
people on the campus of the Uni­
versity ofNavarra. 

Fusing one's life of faith and daily 
life is a question of love. When love 
for God is the reason for a Christ­
ian's actions, one finds it natural to 
begin, carry out, and finish these ac­
tivities with one's thoughts focused 
on God. The factory, the office, the 
library, the laboratory, the workshop, 
the confines of one's home, are then 
transformed into the setting for a di­
alogue between the Creator and his 
creature, between a Father who loves 
his child madly and a son or daugh­
ter who has come to know God's 
love. Everything becomes a possible 
topic for prayer. Similarly, when one 
fosters a true love for one's neighbor, 
one feels the need to imbue one's 
family, social, and professional rela­
tionships with the balm of charity. 

This is a very timely and impor­
tant message in our day and age, af­
flicted by empty ideologies and ac­
tions that are driven by self-interest 
or a hunger for power. Christian 
charity is never something instru­
mental that seeks other goals. True 
love is gratuitous. Living charity in 
one's ordinary life, says St. Josemaría, 
demands "a big heart, to share the 
concerns of those around uso We 
must be able to forgive and under­
stand; we must sacrifice ourselves, 
with Jesus Christ, for all souls" 
(Christ 1s Passing By, no. 158). 

As Benedict XVI recalled in his 
first encyclical, charity is the funda­
mental option of a Christian's life. 
On the fifth anniversary of St. Jose­
maría Escrivá's canonization, my 
heart and mind go to the many 
faithful and cooperators of the Prela­
ture of Opus Dei who, together with 
their friends and colleagues, are giv­
ing their lives in social projects with 
deep Christian roots, in countries all 
over the world. They are thus follow­
ing in the footsteps of the magna­
nimity St. Josemaría showed in fos­
tering so many works of evangeliza­
tion and human development in 
favor of those who are poorest, as 
J ohn Paul II recalled in his address 
on the day following the canoniza­
tion. Some of these activities have 
arisen precisely to celebrate that 
event in the Church's life, in a way 
that would have pleased St. J ose­
maría. This is the case of the Laguna 
center for palliative care in Madrid, 
and the Harambee program for edu­
cational development in countries of 
Sub-Saharan Mrica. Five years later, 
these projects are yielding greater 
fruits each day, both for those run-
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ning them and for those they are 
meant to benefit. 

But the call to exercise Christian 
charity is equally urgent for people 
who do not dedicate themselves 
mainly or exclusively to social work. 
In one's daily life, charity is insepara­
ble from human affection: "We do 
not have one heart to love Cod with 
and another with which to love meno 
This poor heart of ours, made of 
flesh, loves with an affection which 
is human and which, if it is united to 
Christ's love, is also supernatural. 
This, and no other, is the charity we 
have to cultiva te in our souls" 
(Friends oJGod, no. 229). 

In these times that unfortunately 
are so marked by conflicts-at the 
family, national, and international 
level-putting charity into practice 
in daily life means, to a great extent, 
offering and accepting forgiveness. 
Forgiveness offers the only possible 
way to convert a field ofbattle into a 
place of cooperation and solidarity. 
To strive to understand others, to 
give and receive forgiveness, cer­
tainly demands great effort. It is a 
path that requires "beginning and 
beginning again," but one that al­
ways nourishes hopeo On the con­
trary, when a culture is lacking in 
forgiveness, it becomes difficult to 
maintain a united family, to work for 
common goals in civillife, to spread 
peace and joy in international rela­
tions. 

Besides, for a Christian, charity is 
the best language for transmitting 
the faith. As Benedicts XVI teaches: 
"a pure and generous love is the best 
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witness to the Cod in whom we be­
lieve" (Deus Caritas Est, no. 31). 
Evangelization is never a question of 
communicating merely intellectual 
contento The discovery of the riches 
of our faith is often preceded by a 
personal encounter. Many people 
freely draw close to Christ when 
they experience the affection of 
Christians. In this sense, loving oth­
ers in our daily life, with specific 
deeds, reveals to us a way ofknowing 
and of making ourselves known. As 
St.Josemaría used to say, evangeliza­
tion is a task that belongs to those 
with a big heart and open arms. 

The Second Vatican Council 
warned that one of the gravest errors 
of the modern world is the divorce 
between faith and daily life (cf. 
Gaudium et Spes, 43). Five years after 
the canonization of Sto Josemaría, 
the saint of the ordinary, 1 beseech 
Cod, through his intercession, to 
help especially us Christians to unite 
in our souls love for Cod with affec­
tion for our brothers and sisters, for 
all men and women. 1 ask him to 
further our efforts to illumine each 
of our days with the splendor of 
charity. 

Bishop Javier Echevarría 

Prelate of Opus Dei 
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