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October 6, 2002 was an unforget­
table day in Rome. Before a huge crowd 
of faithful gathered in Sto Peter's 
Square, Pope John Paul II proclaimed 
Josemaría Escrivá a saint. The Pope has 
left an affectionate testimonial to this 
day in a recently published book. "In 
October 2002," he recalls, "1 had the joy 
of canonizingJosemaría Escrivá de Bal­
aguer, the founder ofOpus Dei, a zeal­
ous priest, and an apostle to the laity in 
modern times."l 

These words provide me with the 
connecting thread for my contribu­
tion to this symposium, to which the 
authorities of the Theological School 
ofNorthern Spain have so kindly in-
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vited me. 1 would like to express my 
heart-felt gratitude for this opportu­
nity to speak about Sto J osemaría and 
his teachings. Sorne of you here had 
a chance to meet him and deal with 
him personally; in my case, this was 
true over a period of almost three 
decades. 

1 don't want to begin, however, 
with my personal testimony or that of 
others who were witnesses to his life, 
but rather with a source of a higher 
order: the homilies and addresses of 
the Roman Pontiff, as well as other 
documents of the Holy See, that refer 
to the person and teachings of this 
holy priest whom Cod has given to 
the Church.2 

Moreover, this city we are now in 
has seen his footsteps and framed a 
period ofhis life, usuaUy referred to by 
his biographers as "the Burgos 
epoch."3 In this ancient city, over a 
number of months, Sto Josemaría cel­
ebrated Holy Mass every day. He 
would unite himself intensely to the 
Sacrifice of the Cross, embracing the 
arduous privations those years brought 

1. John Paulll, Rise, Let Us Be On Our Way, Warner Books, N.Y. 2004, p. 117. 
2. The homilies, addresses and documents to which I refer are the following (Iisted in chronological order): 

John Paulll, Apostolic Constitution Ut Sit by which Opus Dei beca me a personal prelature, November 28,1982, 
in: AAS LXXV (1983) 423-425. Congregation for the Causes of the Saints, Decree on the heroic virtues of the 
Servant of Cod Josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer, April 9,1990, in: AAS LXXXII (1990) 1450-1455. John Paul 11, 
Apostolic Brief of Beatification of the Venerable Servant of Cod Josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer, May 17, 1992, 
in: AAS LXXXIV (1992) 1058-1060. - Homily at the Mass of beatification of Josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer 
and Josephine Bakhita, May 17, 1992, in: AAS LXXXV (1993) 241-246. 

- Address to the participants at the beatification of Josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer, May 18, 1992, in: In­
segnamenti diCiovanni Pa% 11, XV/l (1992) 1479-1483. - Address to the participants in the Theological 
Symposium on the teachings of Blessed Josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer, October 14, 1993, in: Insegnamenti di 
Ciovanni Pa% 11, XVI/2 (1993) 1013-1016. - Address to the participants in the Conference for Reflection on 
Novo Millennio Ineunte, March 17, 2001, in: Insegnamenti di Ciovanni Pa% 11, XXIV/l (2001) 537-539.­
Address to the participants in the Conference The Creatness of Ordinary Life, on the Centennial of the birth of 
Blessed Josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer, January 12, 2002, in: Insegnamenti di Ciovanni Pa% 11, XXV/l (2002) 
42-44. - Decree of canonization of Blessed Josemaría Escrivá, October 6, 2002. - Homily at the Mass of 
canonization of Josemaría Escrivá, October 6, 2002. - Address to those attending the canonization of St. Jose­
maría Escrivá, October 7, 2002. 

3. In addition to the well-documented biography by Andrés Vázquez de Prada, The Founder of Opus Dei, 
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with them and giving himself gener­
ously in prayer and penan ce. Here he 
finished writing The Way, and did re­
search for his doctoral thesis in canon 
law, entitled La Abadesa de las Huel­
gas. Along the streets ofBurgos he fre­
quently chatted with those who sought 
him out to receive spiritual direction. 
"We used to go," he recalled years 
later, "for walks along the banks of the 
River Arlanzon. There we would talk 
and, while they opened their hearts, 1 
tried to guide them with suitable ad­
vice to confirm their decisions or open 
up new horizons in their interior lives. 
And always, with God's help, 1 would 
do aH 1 could to encourage them and 
stir up in their hearts the desire to live 
genuinely Christian lives. Our walks 
would sometimes take us as far as the 
monastery of Las Huelgas. On other 
occasions we would find our way to 
the cathedral. 

"1 used to enjoy climbing up the 
cathedral towers to get a close view of 
the ornamentation at the top, a verita­
ble lacework of stone that must have 

been the result of very patient and labo­
rious craftsmanship. As 1 chatted with 
the young men who accompanied me 1 
used to point out that none of the beauty 
of this work could be seen from below. 
To give them a materiallesson in what 
1 had been previously explaining to 
them, 1 would say: 'This is God's work, 
this is working for God! To finish your 
personal work perfectly, with aH the 
beauty and exquisite refinement of this 
tracery stonework.' Seeing it, my com­
panions would understand that aH the 
work we had seen was a prayer, a loving 
dialogue with God. The men who spent 
their energies there were quite aware 
that no one at street level could appre­
ciate their efforts. Their work was for 
God alone. Now do you see how our 
professional work can bring us close to 
our Lord? Do your job as those medieval 
stonemasons did theirs, and your work 
too wiH be operatio Dei, a human work 
with adivine substance and finish."4 

At other times, walking alone 
along the sunlit paths of this Castil­
ian land, his soul would expand in 

3 vols., Scepter, New York 2001-2005, there are numerous sketches and biographies that have appeared dur­
ing the period 1975-2005. For example Salvador Bernal, Msgr. josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer. A Profile of the 
Life of the Founder of Opus Dei, Scepter, New York-London 1977; Fran\;ois Gondrand, At Cod's Pace. josemaría 
Escrivá de Balaguer, Founder of Opus Dei, Scepter, New York 1983; Peter Berglar, Opus De.i Life and Work of 
its Founder josemaría Escrivá, Scepter 1994; Dennis Helming (Forward by Malcolm Muggeridge) Footprints in 
the snow: a pictorial biography of josemaría Escrivá, the founder of Opus Dei, Scepter / Sinag-Tala, New York 
- London - Manila 1986; H. De Azevedo, Uma luz no mundo: vida do Servo de Deus Monsenhor josemaría 
Escrivá de Balaguer, fundador do Opus Dei, Prumo - Rei dos livros, Lisboa 1988; A. Sastre, Tiempo de cami­
nar: semblanza de Monseñor josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer, Rialp, Madrid 1989; j.M. Cejas, Vida del beato 
josemaiía, Rialp, Madrid 1992; P. Urbano, El hombre de Villa Tevere: 105 años romanos de josemaría Escrivá, 
Plaza & janés, Barcelona 1995. M. Dolz, Saint josemaría Escrivá, Ares, Milan 2002. For the content of some of 
these books see: j. Orlandis, "Biografias del Beato josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer. Reseña de las publicadas entre 
los años 1976 y 1995," in: Cuadernos del Centro de Documentación y Estudios josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer 
1 (1997) 675-684. For the bibliography about the founder of Opus Dei in the final years of the past century, see 
j.L. Hervás," "La beatificación de josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer. Apuntes bibliográficos, in: Scripta Theologica 
27 (1995) 189-218; F. Requena, "Cinco años de bibliografía sobre el Beato josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer (1995-
2000)," in: Scripta Theologica 34 (2002) 195-224; and R. Herrando Prat de la Riba: Los años de seminario de 
josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer en Zaragoza (1920-1925). El seminario de S. Francisco de Paula, Rialp, Madrid 
2002. 

4. SI. josemaría Escrivá, Friends of Cod, no. 65. 
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contemplative prayer, as we see in a 
letter to one of the first faithful of 
Opus Dei: "This morning, on my way 
to Las Huelgas monastery to do my 
prayer, I discovered a 'new Mediter­
ranean': the holy Wound in my Lord's 
right hand. There I was a11 day long 
kissing and adoring. How truly lov­
able is our God's Holy Humanity! 
Pray that he grant me his Love to 
completely purify a11 my other affec­
tions. lt's not enough to say, 'heart on 
the Cross!' lf one of Christ's wounds 
cleanses, heals, soothes, strengthens, 
enkindles and enraptures, what won't 
the five do, open on the wood? Heart 
on the Cross! My Jesus, what more 
could I ask for? I realize that ifI con­
tinue contemplating in this way (St. 
Joseph, my father and lord, is the one 
who led me there, after I asked him to 
enkindle me), 1'11 end up crazier than 
ever. Try it out yourselfl"5 

St.Josemaría taught a great num­
ber of souls to take up the path of con­
templation in ordinary life, a path he 
himself tread, guided by the Holy 
Spirit. The Decree of the Congrega­
tion for the Causes of the Saints on his 
heroic virtue ca11s him "a traveling 
contemplative."6 The Roman Pontiff 
has pointed to this aspect of his spirit 
on a number of occasion; in the can­
onization ceremony, he refers to him 
as "the saint of ordinary life,"7 which 
I have chosen as the title for my talk. 

First of all, I want to consider here 
the spiritual and pastoral features that 
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have been most emphasized in the pon­
tifical texts regarding Sto J osemaría. 
Then I willlook at sorne central char­
acteristics ofhis contribution to the life 
and sanctity of the Church, as high­
lighted in those same texts. Fina11y, 1 
will sketch sorne lines of theological re­
flection that are opened up there, and 
wi11 finish with sorne considerations 
about the impact of Sto Josemaría's 
teachings on the present and future of 
the Church. 

1. ST.JOSEMARÍA 
IN THE PONTIFICAL 

MAGISTERIUM 

Some spiritual ftatures emphasized in 

the pontifical documents 

This holy priest always said that 
the foundation ofhis life was the sense 
ofhis divine filiation. "My life," he said 
in one of his homilies, "led me to feel 
myself especially a son of God, and I 
have savored the joy of placing myself 
in the heart of my Father. (Throughout 
my entire life, I have tried to find my 
unfailing support in this joyful real­
ity.)"8 John Paul II, in his homily dur­
ing the beatification ceremony in 1992, 
stressed: "His spiritual and apostolic life 
was based on knowing himself, by faith, 
to be a son of God in Christ. His love 
for our Lord was nourished by this 
faith, as was his apostolic impetus, his 
constant joy, even in the great trials and 
difficulties that he had to overcome. 'To 
have the cross is to find happiness, joy,' 
he tells us in one ofhis meditations; 'to 

5. SI. Josemaría Escrivá, Letter, June 6, 1938, to Juan Jiménez Vargas 

6. Congregation lor the Causes of the saints, Oecree on heroic virtues, April 9, 1990. 

7. John Paul 11, Oecree of canonization, October 6, 2002. 

8. SI. Josemaría Escrivá, Friends of Cod, no. 143. 
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have the cross is to identif)r oneself with 
Christ, it is to be Christ and, therefore, 
to be a son of God."'9 As the Pope so 
clearIy states, the deep filial attitude 
that informed Sto Josemaría's thoughts 
and affections was shown in his daily 
embrace of Christ's Cross. 

Ten years later, in the canoniza­
tion ceremony,John Paul II once again 
emphasizes the same point: "Certainly 
there will be no lack of misunder­
standings and difficulties for anyone 
who tries to faithfully serve the cause 
of the Gospel. Our Lord purifies and 
shapes with the mysterious power of 
the Cross whoever he calls to follow 
him; 'but in the Cross,' the new saint 
repeated, 'we find light, peace and joy: 
Lux in Cruce, requies in Cruce, gaudium 
in Crucel"'lO 

Sto Josemaría prayed on a certain 
occasion, as the Pope reminds us in 
his 1992 homily: "You made me un­
derstand, Lord, that to have the cross 
is to find happiness, joyo And the rea­
son, as 1 see more clearIy than ever, is 
this: to have the cross, is to be identi­
fied with Christ; it is to be Christ, 
and, therefore, to be a son of God."l1 
These words present us with a very 
well defined self-portrait. Comment­
ing on them in 1993, in the frame­
work of a theological symposium on 
the teachings of Opus Dei's founder, 

9. John Paul 11, Homily, May 17, 1992, no. 3. 

10. John Paul 11, Homily, October 6, 2002, no. 4. 

the Servant of God Alvaro del Por­
tillo, a privileged witness to his holy 
conduct every day for 40 years, ex­
pressly noted the inseparability, in the 
spirit of Sto Josemaría, between his 
sense of divine filiation and the Cross. 
"Blessed J osemaría," wrote his first 
successor, "during his whole life fol­
lowed this path of union between fil­
iation and the Cross, the royal road of 
Christ, in an ever more intense way. 
His spiritual teachings, which give 
voice to his own experience of God 
and his divine plans, express the liv­
ing certainty that the Cross is pre­
cisely the path that must be traveled 
by anyone who wishes to follow 
Christ in all circumstances."12 

1 have chosen to stress first the 
close link between a deep sense of di­
vine filiation and identification with the 
Cross because it lies at the heart of Sto 
Josemaría's entire spirituallife. AH the 
other characteristics of his human and 
priestly figure are based on it.13It is 
from this union that his life of prayer 
arose and "that assiduous unitive expe­
rience"14 of which one of the first pon­
tifical documents alluding to him 
spoke, with the following illustration: 
"Constantly immersed in the contem­
plation of the Trinitarian mystery, he 
used the sense of divine filiation in 
Christ as the basis of a spirituality in 
which the strength of faith and the 

11. SI. Josemaría Escrivá, Notes taken during a meditation, April 28, 1963: AGp, POl 12-63, pp. 12-13. 

12. Álvaro del Portillo, "Reflexiones conclusivas del Simposio sobre las enseñanzas del Beato Josemaría 

Escrivá de Balaguer (Rome, Qctober 12-14, 1993)," in: M. Belda (ed.), Santidad y mundo, Eunsa, Pamplona 

1996, pp. 286-287. 

13. Sobre la filiación divina en la vida y enseñanzas de San Josemaría, d. Fernando Ocáriz, Naturalize, 

gracias y gloria, Eunsa, 2nd ed., Pamplona 2001, pp. 175-221. 

14. Congregation for the Causes of the Saints, Decree on heroic virtues, April 9, 1990. 

Biblioteca Virtual Josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer y Opus Dei



apostolic daring of charity are harmo­
niously combined with filial abandon­
ment into the hands of his Father, 
God."15 

Sto ]osemaría Escrivá left behind 
him the example of a contemplative 
soul in the midst of everyday activities, 
showing us that it is possible, as the 
same document emphasizes, "to attain 
the heights of union with God amid 
the hustle and bustle of daily life and in 
intense persevering work."16 In words 
ofJohn Paul n, "he was able to attain 
the peak of contemplation with contin­
uous prayer, constant mortification, the 
daily effort of a work fulfilled with ex­
emplary docility to the motions of the 
Holy Spirit, for the purpose of'serving 
the Church as the Church wished to be 
served."'17 

A lover ofJesus Christ, this priest, 
as the Church's magisterium also points 
out, was "a passionate lover of the Eu­
charist."18 In the current Year of the 
Eucharist that the Church is celebrat­
ing at the wish of the Holy Father, it is 
especially pleasing to recall that the 
daily life of countless men and women 
throughout the world has shown the 
deep influence of Sto ]osemaría's Eu­
charistic love: "Be a Eucharistic soul!"he 
wrote. "If the center around which your 
thoughts and hopes tum is the Taber­
nade, then, my child, how abundant 

15.lbid. 

16.lbid. 
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the fruits of your sanctity and aposto­
late will be!"19 

Many ordinary Christians today, 
following the footsteps of the founder 
of Opus Dei, are imbuing homes, of­
fices, factories, universities and the 
whole field ofhonest human work with 
a deep love for the Eucharist. They see 
the Holy Mass as "the center and root 
of their spirituallife,"20 while striving 
during the day to keep their hearts set 
on our Lord with an eagerness "to work 
as He worked and to love as He 
loved, "21 to offer all their work "for 
Christ, with Him and in Him,"22 giv­
ing glory to God the Father in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Pastoral features 

The spiritual features mentioned 
aboye are inseparable from other, more 
explicitly pastoral ones also emphasized 
by the Magisterium. 

The central characteristic of his 
pastoral mission was the prodama­
tion, from 1928 right to the end ofhis 
life, of the universal call to sanctity, 
and of sanctification in ordinary life. 
As the Congregation for the Causes 
of the Saints observed, Sto ]osemaría 
must be counted among the "wit­
nesses 'to holiness whom the life­
giving Spirit has inspired in every 

17. John Paul 11, Decree of Beatification, May 17, 1992. 

18. Congregation for the Causes of the Saints, Decree on heroic virtues, April 9, 1990. 

19. SI. Josemaría Escrivá, The Forge, no. 835. 

20. SI. Josemaría Escrivá, Christ /s Passing By, no. 87. 

21, Ibid., no. 154. 

22. Roman Missal, Eucharistic Prayer. 
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age ... by the extraordinary vigor­
prophetically anticipating the Second 
Vatican Council-with which he 
sought, from the very start of his 
ministry, to address to all Christians 
the Gospel's call: 'Your duty is to 
sanctify yourself. Yes, even you ... To 
everyone, without exception, our 
Lord said: "Be perfect, as my he av­
enly Father is perfect" '(The Way, no. 
291)."23 

A well-known homily by Sto Jose­
maría has been published under the 
title Passionately Loving the World. 24 
Christian love for the world, in the 
spirit ofOpus Dei's founder, has an es­
sentially supernatural dimension, since 
it has as its purpose, as John Paul II 
said, that of "elevating the world to 
God and transforming it from 
within."25 Aman with a thirst for God 
and a great apostle, 26 "St. Josemaría," 
the Pope stated, "was profoundly con­
vinced that the Christian life contained 
a mission and an apostolate: we are in 
the world to save it with Christ. He 
passionately loved the world, with a 're­
demptive love."'2? 

A passionate love for the salvation 
of the world means, first of all, a pas­
sionate love for the salvation of every 

man and woman, created in the image 
ofGod and called to be in Christ God's 
sons and daughters.28 As another papal 
document says: "Josemaría Escrivá was 
a saint of great humanity. All who dealt 
with him, of whatever culture or social 
condition, saw him as a father, totally 
dedicated to service to others, because 
he was convinced that each soul is a 
marvelous treasure; indeed, 'Every sin­
gle person is worth aH the blood of 
Christ."'29 

The affirmation of Sto Josemaría 
cited by the Pope was one of the cen­
tral features ofhis permanent priestly 
zeal. In a homily encouraging priests 
to be generous in the exercise of their 
pastoral ministry, we read: "God's 
grace comes to the aid of every soul, 
for every person needs specific, per­
sonal help. You cannot treat souls en 
masse! It is not right to offend human 
dignity and the dignity of the sons of 
God by not going personaHy to the 
aid of each one. The priest must do 
just that, with the humility of aman 
who knows he is only an instrument, 
the vehicle of Christ's love. For every 
soul is a wonderful treasure; every 
man is unique and irreplaceable. 
Every single person is worth aH the 
blood of Christ. "30 

23. Congregation for the Causes of the Saints, Decree on heroic virtues, April 9, 1990. 

24. This was a homily delivered on October 8, 1967, befare several thousand people on the campus of the 

University of Navarre; later included in the book Conversations with Msgr. Escrivá de Balaguer, nos. 113-123. 

Far a theological analysis, d. Pedro Rodríguez, "Santita nella vita quotidiana: 'Amare il mondo.appassionata­

mente,'" in Studi Cattolici 381 (1992) 717-729; A. Aranda, "El bullir de la sangre de Cristo" Estudio sobre el 

cristocentrismo del beato josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer, Rialp, Madrid 2001. 

25. John Paul 11, Homily, October 6, 2002, no. 3. 

26. Cf. John Paul 11, Address, March 17,2001. 

27. John Paulll, Address, January 12, 2002, no. 4. The expression "redemptive love," that the Pope uses, 

refers to no. 604 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. 

28. Cf. John Paul 11, Decree of canonization, October 6, 2002. 

29. John Paulll, Address, January 12, 2002, no. 3.30. St. Josemaría Escrivá, Christ 15 Passing By, no. 80. 

30. St. Josemaría Escrivá, Christ 15 Passing By, no. 80. 
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The onglOs of Opus Dei are 
c10sely tied to the founder's pastoral 
ministry among the poor and sick of 
Madrid. In his priestly soul there 
burned intensely, with the fire of char­
ity, a passion for justice, which means a 
passion for the dignity, defense and bet­
terment of each human life, created in 
the image of God. "A man or a society 
that does not react to suffering and in­
justice and makes no effort to alleviate 
them," he wrote, "is still distant from 
the love of Christ's heart. While Chris­
tians enjoy the fullest freedom in find­
ing and applying various solutions to 
these problems, they should be united 
in having one and the same desire to 
serve mankind. Otherwise their Chris­
tianity will not be the word and life of 
Jesus; it will be a fraud, a deception of 
God and man."31 

The life of Sto Josemaría was en­
tirely marked by a zealous service that 
was shown, in the words ofJohn Paul 
II, "in his dedication to his priestly 
ministry and in the magnanimity with 
which he brought into being so many 
works of evangelization and of social 
development for the most poor."32 
The decree on his heroic virtue also 
points to the same reality: "With tire­
less charity and active hope he guided 
the development of Opus Dei 
throughout the world, promoting a 
vast mobilization of lay people who 
became aware of their personal re­
sponsibility in the Church's mission. 

31. Ibid., no. 167. 

32. John Paulll, Address, January 12, 2002, no. 3. 
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He gave life to numerous initiatives 
in the work of evangelization and 
human welfare."33 

Many of the initiatives given life by 
his efforts are perhaps little known to 
public opinion, because the spirit ofSt. 
J osemaría inc1uded the deep desire to 
pass unnoticed so that only God would 
shine forth. He never sought human 
recognition, striving to ensure that 
Catholics act on their own personal re­
sponsibility, with apostolic zeal and love 
for the Church. At the same time, while 
seeking to disappear, he knew how to 
work in deed and in truth. 34 As the 
above-mentioned decree on his virtues 
notes, during his whole life "he devoted 
himself tirelessly to the task of forming 
the members of Opus Dei-priests and 
laity, men and women-so that they 
would acquire a solid spirituallife, an 
exemplary adherence to the Church's 
magisterium, and an ardent zeal for 
souls expressed in a personal commit­
ment to carry out a far-reaching apos­
tolate."35 

Teacher of Christian lije 

Another characteristic emphasized 
in the pontifical texts is found in the 
apostolic letter ofbeatification: Sto J ose­
maría was "an authentic teacher of 
Christian life."36 

More recently, during the canon­
ization, Pope John Paul II once again 

33. Congregation for the Causes of the Saints, Decree on heroic virtues, April 9, 1990. 

34. 7 in 3:18. 

35. Congregation for the Causes of the Saints, Decree on heroic virtues, April 9, 1990. 

36. John Paulll, Decree of Beatification, May 17, 1992. 
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emphasized that same idea in differ­
ent terms. "St.Josemaría was a master 
in the practice of prayer, which he 
considered to be an extraordinary 
'weapon' to redeem the world. He al­
ways recommended: 'In the first place 
prayer; then expiation; in the third 
place, but very much in "third place," 
action' (The Way, 82). It is not a para­
dox, but a perennial truth: the fruit­
fulness of the apostolate lies aboye aH 
in prayer and in intense and constant 
sacramentallife. This, i~ essence, is 
the secret of holiness and the true suc­
cess of the saints."37 

Many men and women have dis­
covered this "secret of holiness" 
through the founder of Opus Dei. 
"His life and his message," recaHs the 
Decree of Canonization, "have taught 
countless Christian faithful, particu­
larly lay people, engaged in the most 
varied professions, to transform their 
ordinary work into prayer, service of 
others, and a path towards holiness."38 
Thus a great number of people have 
learned the dignity of their baptismal 
vocation integrated fully into their 
daily existence, and have strength­
ened their love for the Church and 
their joyful service of her evangeliz­
ing mission. 

The same can be said, with the ap­
propriate differences, of so many secu­
lar priests throughout the world who 
have discovered in St.Josemaría, as the 

37. John Paulll, Homily, October 6, 2002, no. 5. 

Pope said, "a shining example of con­
cem for priestly holiness and brother­
hood."39 

The ''saint of ordinary lije" 

1 want to close this section by 
looking at sorne words ofJohn Paul II 
on the day after the canonization. "St. 

J ''''d h P " h osemana, sal t e ope, was c o-
sen by the Lord to announce the uni­
versal caH to holiness and to point out 
that daily life and ordinary activities 
are a path to holiness. One could say 
that he was the saint of ordinary life. 
In fact, he was convinced that for 
those who live with a perspective of 
faith, everything is an opportunity to 
meet God, everything can be an in­
centive for prayer. Seen in this light, 
daily life reveals an unexpected great­
ness. Holiness is truly within every­
one's reach."40 

These words were greeted with 
spontaneous applause from the multi­
tude of faithfu1 filling Sto Peter's Square, 
in the Audience the Pope granted on 
the day after the canonization. Many of 
them had learned from St.Josemaría to 
value the beauty and greatness of every­
day life, when lived in the light of 
Christ. For them, and for so many other 
faithful throughout the whole world, 
the words of the Pope's talk expressed 
the experience of their own struggle, 
striving to carry out their everyday ac­
tivities with that spirit. 

38. John Paulll, Decree of Canonization, October 6, 2002. 

39.lbid. 

40. John Paulll, Address, October 7, 2002, no. 3. 

Biblioteca Virtual Josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer y Opus Dei



The same idea was solemnly in­
cluded in the Decree of Canonization 
in the following terms: "He framed 
this program of Christian holiness in 
the context of one's normal daily du­
ties and tasks, for which reason he 
may rightly be called 'the saint of or­
dinary life.' Indeed, his life and mes­
sage have taught countless Christian 
faithful, particularly lay people, en­
gaged in the most varied professions, 
to transform their ordinary work into 
prayer, service of others, and a path 
towards holiness."41 

We can use these words to con­
tinue delving deeper into the founder 
of Opus Dei's teachings and life, al­
ways following the thread of the in­
terventions of the pontifical magis­
terium. 

lI. A SPECIFIC CONTRIBU­
TION TO THE BUILDING 

UP OF THE CHURCH 

The Holy Spirit builds up the 
Church with the cooperation of men 
and women. In the case of Sto Jose­
maría, his specific contribution to the 
Church's mission was his integral faith­
fulness to the call he received to found 
Opus Dei. Thus one can read in the 
Decree of Canonization: "On October 
2nd, 1928, the Lord gave him the light 
to see what He had planned for him: 
on that day, he founded Opus Dei. 
Thus, a new pathway oflife was opened 
in the Church, so that all men and 
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women-without distinction of race, 
class or culture-might realize that they 
are called to the fullness of charity and 
to the apostolate, each in their own 
place in the world. Indeed, the ordinary 
circumstances of life are the place where 
the Lord calls us and the hinge upon 
which our loving response turns."42 
From that moment on, Sto Josemaría's 
entire life was placed at the service of 
the mission God had entrusted to him, 
for the good of the Church and of all 
mankind. 

"The importance of Blessed Jose­
maría Escrivá," the Pope pointed out to 
participants in a theological conference 
celebrated in the context of the beati­
fication of the founder of Opus Dei, 
"does not derive solely from his mes­
sage, but also from the apostolic reality 
that he began. In the sixty-five years 
that have gone by since its foundation, 
the Prelature ofOpus Dei, an indissol­
uble unity of priests and laity, has con­
tributed to making the saving an­
nouncement of Christ resound in many 
environments. As Pastor of the univer­
sal Church 1 hear echo es of that apos­
tolate, in which 1 encourage aH the 
members of the Prelature of Opus Dei 
to continue in, in faithful continuity 
with the spirit of service to the Church 
which always inspired the life of its 
founder."43 

The Holy Father's words invite us 
to consider the figure ofSt.Josemaría 
in the context of"the apostolic reality 
that he began," Opus Dei. As the 

41. John Paulll, Decree of Canonization, October 6,2002. 
42.lbid .. 

43. John Paulll, Address, October 14,1993, no. 3. 
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Roman Pontiff pointed out in the 
Apostolic brief of beatification: "In 
faithful fulfiIlment of the task en­
trusted to him, he brought priests and 
lay people, men and women to dis­
cover that it is in their daily occupa­
tions that they can live out their co­
responsibility in the Church's mission, 
with a fuIl dedication to God in the 
ordinary circumstances of everyday 
life. 'The divine paths of the world 
have been opened up,' he exclaimed 
(Christ 1s Passing By, no. 21). He did 
not restrict himself simply to describ­
ing the pastoral opportunities that 
were opened up by this evangelizing 
effort, but rather went on to establish 
it as a stable and organic part of the 
Church."44 

It is necessary, therefore, to study 
the message of Sto Josemaría along­
side the theological and pastoral re­
ality of Opus Dei. The spiritual and 
doctrinal message is shown through 
the nature and life of the Prelature, 
which in turn find its theological and 
pastoral identity in that divine mes­
sage. This reality is reflected in sorne 
words of the Apostolic Constitution 
Ut Sit, by which John Paul raised 
Opus Dei to the status of a Personal 
Prelature. "From its beginnings, this 
Institution [Opus Dei] has in fact 
striven, not only to iIluminate with 
new lights the mission of the laity in 
the Church and in society, but also to 
put it into practicej it has also en-

deavored to put into practice the 
teaching of the universal call to sanc­
tity, and to promote at aIllevels of 
society the sanctification of ordinary 
work, and by means of ordinary 
work. Furthermore, through the 
Priestly Society of the Holy Cross, it 
has helped diocesan priests to live 
this teaching, in the exercise of their 
sacred ministry."45 

At the service if the whole Church 

"The history of the Church and of 
the world," John Paul II pointed out 
in 1993, "develops under the action of 
the Holy Spirit, who, with the free col­
laboration of men, directs all events 
towards the realization of the salvific 
plan of God the Father. An evident 
manifestation of this is the constant 
presence throughout history of men 
and women, faithful to Christ, who il­
luminate the various epochs ofhistory 
with their life and their message. 
Among these distinguished figures, an 
outstanding place is held by Blessed 
Josemaría Escrivá."46 

God acts in history in many ways, 
and in a special way through his 
saints. These faithful servants bring to 
the Church, aboye all, their love for 
God, materialized, under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, in their lives and 
works. AH of them contribute to "let­
ting everyone know better the love of 
God,"47 or what is the same, "letting 

44. John Paulll, Decree of Beatification, May 17, 1992. 

45. John Paul 11, Apostolic Constitution. UI Sil, November 28, 1982. On the Priestly Society of the 
Holy Cross, see l.F. Mateo-Seco, "En las Bodas de Oro de la Sociedad Sacerdotal de la Santa Cruz," in Ro­

mana 16 (1993) pp. 119-135. 

46. John Paulll, Address, September 14, 1993, no. l. 

47. SI. Josemaría Escrivá, Chrisl Is Passing By, no. 21; d. no. 115. 
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them know Christ," announcing "to 
this world to which we belong and in 
which we live, the message-old and 
at the same time new-of the 
Gospel,"48 as St. ]osemaría wrote. 
Each saint fulfills that task in accord 
with the gifts received, which have 
forged his personal configuration with 
our Lord and established the outlines 
of his vocation and mission in the 
Church. 

The testimony of the saints, a 
mirror in which Christ is reflected, 
has always had a strong impact on the 
Church's history and action, and 
opened up paths for theology. "The 
Spirit," as Vatican II so marvelously 
says, "dwells in the Church and in the 
hearts of the faithful as in a temple 
(cf. 1 Cor 3:16,6:19). In them he 
prays and bears witness to their adop­
tive sonship (cf Cal 4:6; Rom 8:15-16, 
and 26). Guiding the Church in the 
way of all truth (cfIn 16:13) and uni­
fying her in communion and in the 
works of ministry, he bestows upon 
her varied hierarchic and charismatic 
gifts, and in this way he directs her, 
and he adoros her with his fruits (cf 
Eph 4:11-12; 1 Cor 12:4; Cal 5:22). By 
the power of the Gospel he permits 
the Church to keep the freshness of 
youth. Constantly he renews her and 
leads her to perfect union with her 
Spouse."49 

Nurtured by the warmth and 
light of the Paraclete's action, there 
arises in the Church the mutual in­
fluence between holiness and theol-

48. Ibid., n. 132. 
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ogy, both essentially united to the 
magisterium. As another conciliar 
passage points out, "the Tradition that 
comes from the apostles makes 
progress in the Church, with the help 
of the Holy Spirit. There is a growth 
in insight into the realities and words 
that are being passed on. This comes 
about in various ways. It comes 
through contemplation and study of 
believers who ponder these things in 
their heart. It comes from the inti­
mate sense of spiritual realities which 
they experience. And it comes from 
the preaching of those who have re­
ceived, along with their right of suc­
cession in the episcopate, the sure 
charism of truth."50 

The influence of the saints in the 
assimilation of the doctrine of the faith 
in each epoch, and consequently in the 
development of theology, is decisive 
for the life of the Church. This was 
well expressed by the Interoational 
Theological Commission in a 1988 
document, speaking of the Church's 
living tradition, which stressed both 
the perennial nature of revealed truth 
and its ongoing understanding at each 
moment under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. This ongoing grasping of 
revelation "is not a purely intellectual 
process, nor solely an existential or so­
ciological one. Nor does it consist 
solely in a more exact definition of 
specific concepts, of logical conse­
quences, or of mere changes of formu­
las or new formulations. It is sug­
gested, sustained and directed by the 
acting of the Holy Spirit in the 

49. Vatican 11,. Dogmatic Const. Lumen Gentium, no. 4; d. no. 12. 

50. Vatican 11,. Dogmatic Const. Dei Verbum, no. 8. 
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Church and in the hearts of specific 
Christians. It takes place in the light 
of faith, and is driven by the charisms 
and testimony of the saints that the 
Spirit of God gives to the Church at 
particular times."51 

The name of J osemaría Escrivá 
wiU forever be associated with the 
proclamation of the universal caH to 
sanctity, and the application of that 
teaching in a specific message of sanc­
tification by means of ordinary profes­
sional work. "With supernatural intu­
ition," the Pope said during the 
beatification ceremony, "he untiringly 
preached the universal caH to holiness 
and apostolate. Christ caHs everyone 
to become holy in the realities of 
everyday life. Hence, work too is a 
means of personal holiness and apos­
tolate, when it is done in union with 
Jesus Christ, for the Son of God, in 
the Incarnation, has united himself in 
a certain way with the whole reality of 
man and with the whole of creation."52 
These words situate us before a cen­
tral element of the teaching of Sto 
Josemaría, who, as John Paul II 
pointed out at another moment, "can 
be a source of inspiration for theolog­
ical thought. Indeed, theological re­
search, which carries out an indispen­
sable mediation in the relations 
between faith and culture, progresses 
and is enriched by going to the source 
of the Gospel, under the stimulus of 
the experience of the great witnesses 
of Christianity. And Blessed Josemaría 
is, undoubtedly, one of these."53 

lII. SOME UNES OFTHEO­
LOGICAL REFLECTION 

Let us go on now to look at sorne 
perspectives that open up for theolog­
ical reflection. 

An idea untiringly repeated by Sto 
Josemaría, and especiaHy representa­
tive of his teaching, can be summed 
up in these words: "1 have repeated it 
constantly, since the day that our Lord 
chose for the foundation of Opus Dei! 
We have to sanctify our ordinary 
work, we have to sanctify others 
through the exercise of the particular 
profession that is proper to each of us, 
in our own particular state in life."54 1 
cannot stop now to comment in detail 
on these rich words, but wiHlimit my­
self to drawing out a few important 
aspects. 

In the first place, the message pre­
sented by St.Josemaría is not the result 
of his own initiative, but of God's 
doing, and is intimately linked to the 
origin of Opus Dei, born by"divine in­
spiration," as we read in the Apostolic 
constitution Ut Sit. 55 In the second 
place, the hinge of spirituallife in the 
teaching ofSt.Josemaría is found in the 
sanctification of the ordinary work of 
the sons and daughters ofGod, seen as 
a sanctifiable and sanctifYing activity, 
both of oneself and of others, and 
therefore with an essential apostolic di­
menSlOn. 

51. Comisión Teológica Internacional, La interpretación de los dogmas, BAC, Madrid 1988, p. 447. 
52. John Paulll, Homily, May 17, 1992, no. 3. 
53. John Paul 11, Address, September 14, 1993, no. 4. 
54. SI. josemaría Escrivá, Christ 15 Passing By, no. 122. 
55. "With very great hope, the Church directs its attention and maternal care to Opus Dei, which-by di­

vine inspiration-the Servant of Cod josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer founded in Madrid on October 2, 1928, so 
that it may always be an apt and effective instrument of the salvlfic mission which the Church carries out for the 
life of the world." (John Paulll, Apostolic Const. Ut Sit, November 28, 1982). 

56.john Paul 11, Address, September 14. 1993, no. 3. 
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In words of John Paul II from 
1993, St. Josemaría "invited men and 
women of the most diverse social con­
ditions to sanctify themselves and to 
cooperate in the sanctification of oth­
ers, by sanctifying ordinary life."s6 The 
reference to sanctifying work is broad­
ened, without diluting the essence of 
the message, to sanctifying ordinary 
life, which also includes one's family 
and social duties. "For over thirty 
years," said the founder in 1957, "Cod 
has been putting into my heart the de­
sire to help people of every condition 
and background to understand that or­
dinary life can be holy and full of Cod. 
Our Lord is calling us to sanctify the 
ordinary tasks of every day, for the per­
fection of the Christian is to be found 
precisely there."S7 As the Pontifical 
Brief ofbeatification affirms: "In faith­
fuI fulfillment of the task entrusted to 
him, he brought priests and lay peo­
pIe, men and women, to discover that 
it is in their daily occupations that they 
can live out their co-responsibility in 
the Church's mission, with a full ded­
ication to Cod in the ordinary circum­
stances of everyday life."s8 

Let us now turn our attention to 
three central aspects: the sanctity of 
the Christian in ordinary life, the 
Christianization of the world ab intra , 
from within, through the sanctifica­
tion of professional work, and the 
unity of Christian life. 
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The sanctity 01 the Christian tn 

everyday lije 

In respect to the first point, the 
Pope emphasizes that St.Josemaría "put 
at the center of his preaching the truth 
that all of the baptized are called to the 
fullness of charity, and that the most im­
mediate way to attain this common goal 
is found in the normality of everyday 
life."s9 This daily normality involves 
deeds that are repeated day after day in 
the habitual relationship with family 
members or persons from one's profes­
sional and social environment. 60 "Cod 
wants to enter into a communÍon oflove 
with each ofhis children in the context 
of the occupations of each day, in the or­
dinary context in which their life un­
folds,"61 said the Roman Pontiff. The 
theological and spiritual consequences 
are evident. As John Paul II continues, 
"dai1y activities present themselves as a 
valuable means of unÍon with Christ, ca­
pable ofbeing transformed into an en­
vironment and means of sanctification , 
into a terrain for exercising the virtues 
and into a dialogue of love that is car­
ried out in deeds. The spirit of prayer 
transfigures one's work and thus enables 
one to remain in contemplation ofCod, 
even while carrying out various occupa­
tions."62 

That daily activities can serve not 
only as the place for our sanctification 
but also as the "matter" to be sanctified 
is a truth that is deeply illuminated by 

57. SI. Josemaría Escrivá, Christ 15 Passing By, no. 148. 
58. John Paulll, Decree of Beatification, May 17, 1992. 
59. John Paulll, Address, January 12, 2002, no. 2. 
~~. SI. Josemaría taught with particular depth the vocational character of the married vocation and the 

sanctlflcatlon of famdy dutles. Cf., for example, F. Gil Hellín, "La vida familiar camino de santidad" in Ro 
mana 20 (1995) pp. 224-236. " -

61. John Paulll, Address, January 12, 2002, no. 2. 
62. Ibid. 
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the light of the mystery of the Word 1n­
carnate. "1 never tire of repeating," wrote 
Sto Josemaría, "that the world can be 
made holy. We Christians have a spe­
cial role to play in sanctifYing it. We are 
to c1eanse it from the occasions of sin 
with which we human beings have 
soiled it. We are to offer it to our Lord 
as a spiritual offering, presented to him 
and made acceptable through his grace 
and with our efforts. Strict1y speaking, 
we cannot say that there is any noble 
human reality that does not have a su­
pernatural dimension, for the divine 
Word has taken on a complete human 
nature and consecrated the world with 
his presence and with the work of his 
hands. The great mission that we have 
received in baptism is to redeem the 
world with Christ."63 

The Christian's ordinary activities, 
when he is united to Christ by grace, 
and he seeks to join his daily work to 
the work carried out by Christ, be­
come for him a "sanctifiable and sanc­
tifYing reality."64 "Since Christ took it 
into his hands, work has become for us 
a redeemed and redemptive reality. 
Not only is it the background of man's 
life, it is a means and path of holi­
ness."65 

"For every one of the baptized 
who wants to faithfully follow Christ," 
emphasizes the Brief ofBeatification, 
"the factory, the office, the library, the 
laboratory, the workshop and the 
home can be transformed into place s 

of meeting with the Lord, who chose 
to live a hidden life for thirty years. 
Can anyone doubt that the time that 
Jesus spent in Nazareth formed part of 
his salvific mission? Therefore for us 
too daily life, apparent1y gray, with its 
monotony made up of gestures that 
seem to always be repeated in the same 
way, can acquire the re1ief of a super­
natural dimension and thus be trans­
figured."66 "The founder of Opus Dei 
has reminded us that the universality 
of the call to fullness of union with 
Christ means also that any human ac­
tivity can be converted into a place of 
meetingwith God."67 As St.Josemaría 
expressed this deep apostolic reality: 
"the divine paths of the earth have 
been opened up."68 

This spirit enables one to ful1y 
carry out today the mission of"mak­
ing the Christian spirit a vital ener­
gizing force in the temporal 
sphere,"69 as the Second Vatican 
Council urged, a topic to which we 
will now turno 

Sanctijication 01 the world "jrom 
within, " through sanctijication of work 

With theological depth, Sto Jose­
maría wrote: "There is no way to sep­
arate interior life from apostolate, just 
as there is no way to separate Christ, 
the God-man, from his role as re­
deemer. The Word chose to beco me 

flesh in order to save men, to make 

63. SI. Josemaría Escrivá, Christ Is Passing By, no. 120. 
64. Ibid., no. 47 
65.lbid .. 
66. John Paulll, Decree of Beatification, May 17, 1992.67. Ibid. 
68. ef., for example, Christ Is Passing By, no. 21; Friends of Cad, no. 314. 
69. Vatican 11, Decree. Apostolicam Actuositatem, no. 4. 
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them one with him. This is why he 

carne to the world; he carne down from 

heaven 'for us men and for our salva­

tion,' as we say in the creed. 

"For a Christian apostolate is 
something instinctive. It is not some­

thing added onto his daily activities and 

his professional work from the outside. 

1 have repeated it constantly, since the 

day that our Lord chose for the foun­

dation of Opus Dei! We have to sanc­

tifY our ordinary work, we have to sanc­

tifY others through the exercise of the 

particular profession that is proper to 
each of us, in our own particular state 
in life."?O 

This teaching on the interconnec­

tion between holiness, work and the 

Christian building up of the world has 

now become, by God's grace, the life of 

a great number of Christians. "Work 

therefore takes on," says John Paul n, 
"a central role in Christian sanctifica­

tion and apostolate. The special con­
nection between the dynamism of 

human actions and supernatural grace 

shows c1early how the supernaturallife 

of union with Christ occupies a central 
place, while it also leads the faithful to 

make a determined effort to transform 
the world."71 

The spirit of Opus Dei's founder 

contains an implicit theology of 
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work, imbued with its own character­

istics. 72 The Decree of Canonization 

points out sorne of them: "Josemaría 
Escrivá teaches that work, if it is car­

ried out with the he1p of God's life­

giving grace, is a weHspring of inex­
haustible fruitfulness. It is a means of 

lifting up the Cross and placing it on 

the summit of aH human activity, so 

that the world is transformed, as it 

were, from within, according to the 

Spirit of Christ, and reconciled with 
God."?3 

The magisterial text just cited im­

plicitly alludes to a specific event that 
took place in Madrid on August 7, 

1931. God made St.Josemaría under­

stand, while celebrating Holy Mass on 

that day, then the feast of the Transfig­

uration, that the work of the children 

of God had to be an instrument to 

raise the Cross of Christ to the sum­

mit of aH human activities, thus con­

tributing, from the point of view of 

temporal realities, to the exaltation of 
Christ and the drawing of aH created 

realities to him. "There carne to my 

mind, with extraordinary force and 

c1arity," as Sto Josemaría later recalled, 
"that verse from Scripture: et si exalta­

tus fuero aterra, omni traham ad meip­

sum (Jn 12:32) ... And 1 understood that 

it would be the men and women of 

God who would raise the Cross with 

the teachings of Christ to the summit 

70. Sto Josemaría Escrivá, Christ Is Passing By, no. 122. 

71. John Paul 11, Decree of Beatification, May 17, 1992. 

72. In regard to this central aspect of the teaching of SI. Josemaría, d., for example, Jose Luis IlIanes, 

La santificación del trabajo. El trabajo en la historia de la espiritualidad, Palabra, 10th ed., Madrid 2001. 

73. John Paul 11, Decree of Canonization, October 6,2002. 
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of all human activities ... And 1 saw our 

Lord triumph, drawing everything to 
himself."74 

The theology of work and the 
theology of the Cross mutually illu­
mine one another in grasping the 
perennial timeliness of Christ's re­
demptive action, to which he has 
wished to associate Christians 
through the Cift of the Spirit, calling 
them to transform the earth with the 
power of their faith and love. "This 
message" as John Paul II said on one 
occasion, "has abundant and fruitful 
implications for the evangelizing mis­
sion of the Church. lt fosters the 
Christianization of the world 'from 
within,' showing there can be no con­
flict between the divine law and the 
demands of genuine human progress. 
This saintly priest taught that Christ 
must be the apex of all human activ­
ity (cf. Jn 12:32)."75 

In every time and place, but espe­
cially now when many seem to harbor 
the prejudice of seeing an irremedia­
ble conflict between Christian faith 
and contemporary culture, the disci­
pIes of Christ, as citizens immersed in 
social and cultural realities, have a par­
ticular obligation to make the voice of 
the Cospel heard. St. Josemaría re­
minds us that being a Christian brings 
with it a mission. "Being a Christian 
is not something incidental; it is a di­
vine reality that takes root deep in our 

life. lt gives us a clear vision and 
strengthens our will to act as Cod 
wants."76 

Our responsibility as Christ's dis­
ciples is great. But the power of the 
children of Cod to defend the truth 
with charity (cf Eph 4:11) is also 
great, in this stage ofhistory so much 
in need of Christian life and vigor. 
"What illuminates our conscience is 
faith in Christ, who has died and 
risen and is present in every moment 
oflife. Faith moves us to play our full 
part in the changing situations and in 
the problems of human history. In 
this history, which began with the 
creation of the world and will reach 
its fulfillment at the end of time, the 
Christian is no expatriate. He is a cit­
izen of the city of men, and his soul 
longs for Cod. While still on earth he 
has glimpses ofCod's love and comes 
to recognize it as the goal to which all 
men on earth are called."77 

In the 1990 Decree by the Con­
gregation for the Causes of the Saints 
on the heroic virtue ofJosemaría Es­
crivá de Balaguer, we find a synthesis 
of all that we have just said: "Regnare 
Christum volumus! 'We want Christ 
to reign' Here was Monsignor Es­
crivá's program: 'to place Christ at the 
summit of all human activities.' His 
service to the Church helped initiate 
an upward movement toward Cod of 
men and women engaged in tempo-

7 4. ef., for example, Andrés Vázquez de Prada, The Founder of Opus Dei:The Life of Josemaría Escrivá, 
vol. 1, Scepter, 2001, pp. 286-290. A theological analysis of the text cited by Sto Josemaría can be found in the 
work of Pedro. Rodríguez, "Omnia traham ad meipsum: el sentido de Juan 12, 32 en la experiencia espiritual 
de Mons. Escrivá de Balaguer," in Romana 13 (1991) 331-352. 

75. John Paul 11, Address, October 7, 2002, no. 4. 
76. St. Josemaría Escrivá, Christ 15 Passing By, no. 98. 
77. Ibid., n. 99. 
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ral affairs in aHlife's sectors and pro­
fessions."78 

A theology oJ unity oJ lije 

From the moment he received 
the seed of Opus Dei in October 
1928, J osemaría Escrivá began to 
multiply his pastoral activity among 
people of all conditions. In spite of 
the difficulties in beginning, he soon 
found himself surrounded by a group 
of priests and laity, men and women, 
students and professionals, healthy 
and sick, for whom the example ofhis 
love for God and the supernatural 
vigor of his teachings were the path 
that led them to discover the ideal of 
Christian sanctity and apostolate in 
the fulfillment of their professional, 
family and social duties. They discov­
ered the ideal of living for the glory 
of God without leaving their own 
place in the world, carrying with a 
priestly spirit79 the gentle burden of 
the Cross,80 in order to co-redeem 
with Christ. 

By fostering this ideal among 
Christian faithful of all walks of life, 
St. Josemaría contributed to forging 
in the contemporary Church a wide­
spread experience of contemplative 
life in the midst of daily activities, and 
an extensive awareness of personal 
apostolic responsibility. "Christ awaits 
us," he insists in one of his homilies. 
"We are 'citizens of heaven' (Phil 
3:20), and at the same time fully-
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fledged citizens of this earth .... Let us 
persevere in the service of our God, 
and we will see the growth in num­
bers and in sanctity of this Christian 
army of peace, of this co-redeeming 
people. Let us be contemplative souls, 
carrying on an unceasing dialogue 
with our Lord at aH hours-from the 
first thought of the day to the last, 
turning our heart constantly toward 
our Lord J esus Christ, going to him 
through our Mother, Holy Mary, and 
through him to the Father and the 
Holy Spirit."81 

To grasp more deeply the broad 
pastoral phenomenon God has 
brought forth in the Church through 
St. Josemaría, we need to coosider 
the concept of unity of life, so fre­
quent in his teaching. 82 The Decree 
of the Congregation for the Causes 
of the Saints on his heroic virtues 
refers at length to the importance of 
this concept in his teaching, placing 
it in its theological contexto "Many 
are the paths to Christian holiness," 
we read in the documento "The path 
marked out and followed by the Ser­
vant ofGod reveals with special clar­
ity the radical nature of the bap­
tismal vocation. His vivid perception 
of the mystery of the incarnation 
made him see how supernaturallife 
penetrates all human realities in the 
heart of a person reborn in Christ. 
These realities thus become the set­
ting for holiness and the means to 
that goal. From the late 1920's on-

78. Congregation for the Causes of the Saints, Decree on heroic virtues, April 9, 1990. 
79. St. Josemaría Escrivá, The Forge, no. 369. 
80. Cf. Mt 11 :30. 
81. SI. Josemaría Escrivá, Christ 15 Passing By, no. 126. 
82. In this regard see 1. De Celaya, "Unidad de vida y plenitud cristiana," in F. Ocáriz -1. De Celaya, 

Vivir como hijos de Dios, Eunsa, 5th ed., Pamplona 2000, pp. 91-128. 
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ward the Servant of Cod was a true 
pioneer of the 'intrinsic unity of 
Christian life,' proclaiming the full­
ness of a contemplative life 'in the 
middle of the street,' and calling all 
the faithful to take an active part in 
the apostolates of the Church from 
the place each one occupies in the 
world."83 

As Sto J osemaría insisted: "There 
is no clash, no opposition, between 
serving Cod and serving men; be­
tween the exercise of our civic rights 
and duties and our religious ones; be­
tween the commitment to build up 
and improve the earthly city, and the 
conviction that we are passing 
through this world on our way to our 
heavenly homeland. Here too, as 1 
never tire of repeating, we can see 
that unity of life which is an es sen­
tial condition for those who are try­
ing to sanctify themselves in the 
midst of the ordinary situations of 
their work and of their family and so­
cial relationships. Jesus does not 
allow any division here."84 

John Paul II refers to the impor­
tance of unity of life for the evange­
lization of the contemporary world 
in a talk he gave in J anuary 2002 to 
the participants in an international 
congress celebrated in Rome in 
honor of the centennial ofJosemaría 
Escrivá's birth. "Show by your daily 
efforts," said the Pope, "that the love 

of Christ can animate the whole 
spectrum of existence, permitting one 
to attain the ideal of unity of life, 
which, as 1 reaffirmed in the post­
synodal exhortation Christifideles 
Laici, is fundamental in the commit­
ment to evangelize modern society 
(cf. no. 17). Prayer, work and aposto­
late, as you have learned from blessed 
J osemaría, meet and are fused to­
gether if one lives with this spirit. He 
always encouraged you to love the 
world passionately. And he added an 
important consideration: 'Be men 
and women of the world, but do not 
be worldly men and women' (The 
Way, no. 939). Thus you will succeed 
in avoiding the danger ofbeing con­
ditioned by a worldly mentality, 
which thinks of spiritual commit­
ment as something which belongs 
exclusively to the private sphere and 
which, therefore, has no relevan ce in 
regard to public behavior."85 

"We are always doing the same 
thing," wrote the founder of Opus 
Dei, "for everything can be prayer, all 
activity can and should lead us to 
Cod, nourish our intimate dealings 
with him, from morning to night. 
Any honorable work can be prayer 
and all prayerful work is apostolate. 
In this way the soul develops a unity 
of life, which is both simple and 
strong."86 

83. Congregation for the Causes of the Saints, Decree on heroic virtues, April 9, 1990. 
84. SI. Josemaría Escrivá, Friends of God, no. 165 
85. John Paul 11, Address, January 12, 2002, no. 4. 
86. SI. Josemaría Escrivá, Christ Is Passing By, no. 10 
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IV. THE IMPACT OF THE 
MESSAGE OF ST.]OSEMARÍA 

ON THE PRESENT AND 
THEFUTURE 

We now come to the last topic of 
this paper. 

The organizers of this symposium 

expressly suggested including sorne re­

flections on the impact of this priestly 

example on the future of the Church 

and society. 

The same documentary sources 
that I have been citing--that is to say, 
the various pontifical documents on 
]osemaría Escrivá and his teachings­
are to a great extent exhortations to 
follow his example and continue his 
mission. They contain, therefore, fre­
quent allusions to the importance of 
doing so both at the present moment 
and for the future of the Church and 
society. 

Permanent timeliness of the message 

The supernatural certainty and 
strength that God grants to those he 

has chosen, urging them to carry out 
the mission that he has entrusted to 
them, constitutes for them, although 
always in the semi-obscurity of faith, 
a firm basis for their dedication. This 
simple idea, easily confirmed in the 
biographies of the saints, carne to my 
mind as I recalled the sureness with 
which Sto ]osemaría, entirely trusting 
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in God, spoke in his Apuntes intimos 

of the projection of Opus Dei into 
the future: "Since it is entirely God's 

and he wants it to last until the end, 
haste is not necessary. The Work 

began in 1928, on the feast of the 
holy guardian angels, and will con­

tinue forever. As long as people are 
wayfarers on earth, the Work will 
exist!"87 

These deep supernatural convic­
tions of the founder, grounded in faith, 
in hope and in his in tense love for 
]esus Christ, have by God's mercy be­
come a reality in so many corners of 
the world today. In the homily of the 

Mass of beatification, John Paul II 
pointed to "the relevance and tran­

scendence of his spiritual message, 
deeply rooted in the Cospel, which is 
shown also by the fruitfulness with 

which Cod has blessed the life and 
work ofJosemaría Escrivá. The land of 
his birth, Spain, is honored by this son 
of hers, an exemplary priest, who suc­
ceeded in opening up new apostolic 
horizons of missionary and evangeliz­
ing activity."88 

We find the relevance and tran­
scendence of his message aboye all in 
the call to holiness in ordinary life, 
through sanctified and sanctifying 
work, carried out for the glory of Cod 
and at the service of all men and 
women. In 1966 a journalist from The 
New York Times asked Josemaría Es­
crivá: "How do you visualise the future 

87. Apuntes íntimos, no. 1609; the passage is dated February 5, 1940. Cf. Andrés Vázquez De Prada, The 
Founder of Opus Dei:The Life of josemaría Escrivá, vol. 11, Scepter, 2003, p. 313, note 204. 

88. John Paul 11, Homily, May 17, 1992, no. 3. 
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of Opus Dei in the years to come?" In 
his answer, he states: "our aim is to col­
laborate with all other Christians in 
the great mission ofbeing witnesses of 
Christ's Gospel, to recall that it can 
vivify any human situation. The task 
that awaits us is immense. It is a sea 
without shores, for as long as there are 
men on earth, no matter how much 
the technigues of production may 
change, they will have sorne type of 
work that can be offered to God and 
sanctified. With God's grace, Opus 
Dei wants to teach them how to 
make their work an act of service to 
all men of every condition, race and 
religion. Serving men in this way, 
they will serve God."89 

The entire fabric of daily life 

made up of one's professional, family 

and social obligations has be con­

verted, with Christ's grace and follow­

ing his example, into a place for find­

ing God, into a path of holiness and 

apostolate, a path of freedom, self-giv­

ing and happiness. As one of the mag­

isterial documents says: "This message 
of sanctification in and of earthly re­

alities appears to be providentially rel­

evant to the spiritual circumstances of 

our time, characterized by its concern 

to exalt human values yet also tending 

to an autonomy that divorces the 

world from God. Furthermore, by 

inviting Christians to seek union with 

Cod through their daily work-which 

confers dignity on human beings and 

89. St. Josemaría Escrivá, Conversations, no. 57. 

is their lot as long as they exist on 

earth-his message is destined to en­

dure as an inexhaustible source of spir­

itual light regardless of changing 
epochs and situations."90 

We also find explicit references to 
various aspects of the timeliness and 
perpetuity of Sto Josemaría's message 
in other documents of the magis­
terium. 1 will mention here four spe­
cific examples: 

The first points to the contribu­
tion of Sto Josemaría to the strength­
ening of the harmony between faith 
and culture. It is taken from an ad­
dress John Paul II gave to those at­
tending the canonization at the audi­
ence he granted on the following day, 
after the first Thanksgiving Mass. 
These are the Pope's words: "The 
message of Sto Josemaría impels the 
Christian to act in place s where the 
future of society is being shaped. 
From the laity's active presence in all 
the professions and at the most ad­
vanced frontiers of development there 
can only come a positive contribution 
to the strengthening of that harmony 
between faith and culture which is 
one of the greatest needs of our 
time."91 

The second guote refers to Sto 
Josemaría's insistence on the need to 
spread the message of the universal 
call to holiness, aboye all with the ex­
ample of one's own consistent Chris-

90. Congregation for the Causes of the Saints, Decree on heroic virtues, April 9, 1990, p. 1454. 
91. John Paulll, Address, October 7, 2002, no. 4. 
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tian life. In his homily during the 
canonization ceremony, John Paul II 
said: "Following in his footsteps, 
spread in society the consciousness 
that we are all called to holiness 
whatever our race, class, society or 
age. In the first place, struggle to be 
saints yourselves, cultivating an evan­
gelical style of humility and service, 
abandonment to Providence and con­
stant listening to the voice of the 
Spirit. In this way, you will be the 'salt 
of the earth' (cf. Mt 5:13) and 'your 
light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father who is in heaven' 
(Mt 5:16)."92 

The third text points to the im­
portance ofSt.Josemaría's message for 
recovering the Christian meaning of 
created goods. "In a society in which 
an unbridled craving for material 
things turns them into idols and a 
cause of separation from God," the 
Pope said on May 17, 1992, during the 
beatification ceremony, "the new Bea­
tus reminds us that these same reali­
ties, creatures of God and of human 
industry, if used correctly for the glory 
of the Creator and the service of one's 
brothers and sisters, can be a way for 
men and women to meet Christ. 'AH 
the things of the earth,' he taught, 'in­
cluding the earthly and temporal ac­
tivity of men and women, must be di­
rected to God' (Letter, March 19, 
1954)."93 

92. John Paulll, Homily, October 6, 2002, no. 3. 
93. John Paul 11, Homily, May 17, 1992, no. 3. 
94. John Paulll, Homily, October 6,2002, no. 2. 
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Finally, the Roman Pontiff em­
phasizes the importance of Sto Jose­
maría's teaching for building uP. the 
world in a Christian way. 1 cite here 
words from the homily at the Canon­
ization Mass: "'The ordinary life of a 
Christian who has faith,' ]osemaría 
Escrivá used to say, 'when he works or 
rests, when he prays or sleeps, at aH 
times, is a life in which God is always 
present' (Meditation, 3 March 1954). 
This supernatural vision oflife unfolds 
an extraordinarily rich horizon of 
salvific perspectives, because, even in 
the only apparently monotonous flow 
of normal earthly events, God comes 
close to us and we can cooperate with 
his plan of salvation. So it is easier to 
understand what the Second Vatican 
Council affirmed: 'there is no question, 
then, of the Christian message inhibit­
ing men from building up the 
world ... on the contrary it is an incen­
tive to do these very things' ( Gaudium 

et Spes, no. 34)."94 

These four brief references point to 
broad perspectives for the Church's 
mission in her service of mankind. The 
Church has "the mind of Christ" (1 
Cor 2:16), as Sto Paul says. She knows 
herself to be the bearer of the true 
meaning of mano Through the action of 
the Holy Spirit, she possesses a patri­
mony of theological and anthropolog­
ical wisdom, vital for the happiness of 
each man and woman, and therefore 
she has the obligation to proclaim it for 
the good of all humanity. This procla-
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mation will become truly efficacious 
if the Christian meaning of life is in­
carnated in daily life, through the ex­
ample and the deeds of our Lord's dis­
ciples. Since the divine Word "has 
taken on a complete human nature 
and consecrated the world with his 
presence and with the work of his 
hands,"95 the march ofhistory calls re­
peatedly for the salt and light of Chris­
tian doctrine. The world needs the ac­
tive leaven of Christian identity, 
incarnated in the daily life of all the 
faithful, and in a special way in the lay 
faithful, since it is they who more di­
rect1y bear this specific mission. "A 
great task awaits uso We cannot remain 
inactive, because our Lord has told us 
clearly, 'Trade till 1 come' (Lk 19:13). 

As long as we are awaiting the Lord's 
return, when he will come to takc full 
possession of his kingdom, we cannot 
afford to relax. Spreading the kingdom 
of Cod isn't only an official task of 
those members of the Church who rep­
resent Christ because they have re­
ceived sacred powers from him. 'Vos 
autem estis corpus Christi. You are also 
the body of Christ' (1 Cor 12:27), says 
the Apostle, with a specific command 
to 'trade' right up to the end."96 

* * * 

To conclude these reflections 1 will 
return to an idea that 1 alluded to ear­
lier.I mentioned aboye that the princi­
pal contribution ofSt.Josemaría to the 
universal Church was his correspon-

dence to Cod's grace in founding Opus 
Dei, which he received in his soul as a 
divine seed, and his constant effort to 
ensure it set down firm roots. In his 
earthly life, it was not granted to him 
to see the canonical journey of the 
Work reach its final destination. Our 
Lord wanted this final sacrifice from 
him. But he led Opus Dei up to the 
threshold of the final stretch, and, as 
Divine Providence so disposed, he be­
queathed to the hands of others, espe­
cially to his first successor, the Servant 
of Cod, Alvaro del Portillo, the task 
and the joy of reaching, with the 
Church's blessing, the completion of 
that long path. By the Apostolic Con­
stitution U! Si!, on November 28,1982, 
the Personal Prelature of Opus Dei was 
established, to which the Priesdy Soci­
ety of the Holy Cross is intrinsically 
united. It is only natural, then, when 
considering the permanent timeliness 
of the message of Sto Josemaría in the 
Church and in society, that one's atten­
tion be directed also to the permanent 
timeliness of the Prelature's service to 
the local Churches for the holiness of 
the faithful and the construction of a 
society worthy of human dignity. 

Qyite recently, John Paul II told a 
group of faithful of Opus Dei: "You are 
here representing the components by 
which the Prelature is organica11y struc­
tured, that is, priests and lay faithful, 
men and women, headed by their own 
Prelate. This hierarchical nature of 
Opus Dei, established in the Apostolic 
Constitution by which 1 erected the 

95. St. Josemaría Escrivá, Christ /s Passing By, no. 120. 
96. /bid., no. 121 
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Prelature (cf. Apostolic Consto Ut Sit, 
Nov. 28,1982), offers a starting point 
for pastoral considerations full of prac­
tical applications. First of all, 1 wish to 
emphasize that the membership of the 
lay faithful in their own particular 
Churches and in the Prelature, into 
which theyare incorporated, enables the 
special mission of the Prelature to con­
verge with the evangelizing efforts of 
each particular Church, as envisaged by 
the Second Vatican Council in desiring 
the figure of personal prelatures."97 

As the bishops of the dioceses in 
which the apostolic work of the faith­
fuI of Opus Dei is carried out well 
know, this is the most immediate and, 
of course, the most important service of 
the Prelature to the particular 
Churches. This is what St. Josemaría 
wanted from the beginning, as he al­
ways encouraged the men and women 
of Opus Dei to foster a great love for 
the Spouse of Christ, teaching them by 
his own example to be ready for any 
sacrifice and to work silently for the 
Church, without seeking any human 
recognition. As he wrote in The Way: 
"In that cry serviam! you express your 
determination to 'serve' the Church of 
Cod most faithfully, even at the cost of 
fortune, of reputation and of life."98 
Here we find the focus ofhis teaching, 
and here also, thanks be to Cod, is the 
daily reality of the activities of forma­
tion and the apostolates of the Prela­
ture all over the world, essentially char­
acterized by the organic cooperation of 

97. John Paul 11, Address, March 17,2001, nos. 1-2. 

9B. SI. Josemaría Escrivá, The Way, no. 519. 

99. John Paulll, Address, March 17,2001, nos. 1-2. 

100. John Paul 11, Address, October 7, 2002, no. 5. 

101.lbid. 
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the common priesthood and the min­
isterial priesthood. 

This organic cooperation is pre­
cisely the point emphasized by John 
Paul II in another part of the address 1 
just cited. "The organic way that priests 
and laity work together is one of those 
privileged areas where pastoral activity 
will take life and be strengthened, ac­
tivity marked by that 'new energy' (cf. 
Apostolic Letter Novo Millennio Ine­
unte, no. 15) which has encouraged us 
all since the Creat Jubilee."99 

Confronted with the immense and 
fascinating challenge of the "new evan­
gelization," there is an urgent need to 
put into play the apostolic potentiali­
ties of all the faithful, fostering in 
everyone, both priests and laity, as well 
as in persons in the consecrated life, a 
profound sense of ecclesial commun­
ion. John Paul II pointed out in this re­
spect that "St. Josemaría Escrivá spent 
his life in the service of the Church."lOO 
And he continued: "Dear brothers and 
sisters, in imitating him with openness 
of spirit and heart, with a readiness to 
serve the local Churches, you con­
tribute to strengthening the 'spiritual­
ity of communion' which my Apostolic 
Letter Novo Millennio Ineunte points 
out as one of the most important goals 
of our time (cf. nos. 42-45)."101 

In a Church called to be the soul of 
the contemporary world, with a "new 
dynamism" of holiness and of vibrant 
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proclamation of the Cospel, St. Jose­
maría and his teachings remind us that 
the power of Cod has not diminished, 102 
"for the Lord has opened up all the di-
vine paths of the earth."103 . 

To close, 1 would like to recall, in 
the words of Bishop Alvaro del Por­
tillo, that "Opus Dei has never tried to 
present itself as the final or most per­
fect development in the history of spir­
ituality. For a person who lives by faith, 
it is clear that the fuHness of time has 

Pastoral Letters 

Rome 
Apri13,2005 

On the death of Pope John PaulII 

May Jesus watch over my daughters 
and sons for me! 

My dear children: We have been 
preparing ourselves for the sad mo­
ment of the death of our beloved 
Pope John Paul Il, who - more fre­
quently in these last years and months 
- has offered to the whole world the 
serene and joyful witness of his inti­
mate union with Cod, through suf­
fering. 

Since last Wednesday, when the 
Pope's health suddenly worsened, the 

102. Cf. Is 59:1. 

103. Sto Josemaría Escrivá, Friends afCad, no. 314. 

already occurred in Christ and that aH 
the spiritualities that maintain their fi­
delity to the Church and their respec­
tive foundational gift are up to date. At 
times, an 'historicist' view of the life of 
the Church might be inclined to look 
down on the old and exaggerate the 
new, or the reverse, for no other reason 
than mere chronology. Opus Dei loves 
and venerates all institutions-old and 
new-that work for Christ in filial ad­
hesion to the Church's magis­
terium."104 

entire Church has gathered around its 
supreme Shepherd, praying with faith 
in every comer of the globe. Once 
more the scene narrated in the Acts of 
the Apostles, when King Herod had 
the apostle Peter imprisoned, intend­
ing to put him to death, has become 
a reality: earnest prayer for him was 
made to Cod by the church (Acts 

12:5). 

This prayer for the Successor ofSt. 
Peter, aside from having been a source 
of strength for the Pope in recent days, 
has united us more firmly to Christ and 
to his beloved Spouse, the Church. lt 
has helped Catholics to discover once 
more that we form part of the great 
family of Cod's children, who have a 
common Father on earth. We have also 
felt the closeness of many other Chris-

104. Alvaro del Portillo, "El Camino del Opus Dei," in idem, Rendere amabile la verita, Liberia Editrice 

Vaticana, Vatican City 1995, pp. 256-257. 
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