
TERESA A. TOMORY 

hierarchy of parents, teachers, and students is developed and maintained. 
Through these means the school provides valuable support for the family. 
Family life in the home is strengthened, resulting in strong families. Strong 
families lead to a healthy society. 

Conclusion 

We return to our tapestry. We have examined the warp--the structure provided 
by personal sanctity and aposto late, and the many threads of the weft-voca
tion and mission in the ordinary circumstances in the midst ofthe world, social 
responsibility and freedom to act in regard to temporal realities, the path to 
sanctity in marriage, the rights and duties of parents, education within the fam
ily and parents assuming social responsibilities in regard to education outside 
the home, and finally Hawthom School as a specific manifestation of all of the 
above. All these threads are interwoven to result in the depiction of the 
"Grandeur of Ordinary Life" as taught by Saint Josemaria. 

Sorne day historians will look back and examine the 20th century and rec
ognize two of the most important figures who have had a decisive influence: 
Pope John Paul 11, who exhorts us to re-Christianize society, to re-evangelize 
the world, to build the civilization oflove, and Saint Josemaria, who teaches us 

how to do it. 
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THE UNIVERSITY IS FOR DONKEYS 

St. Josemaria once described himself as a "university man" with a "passionate 
interest" in all aspects of higher education. 1 1 want to begin by recounting an 
anecdote that might not at first seem related to my subject but is, in fact, a pre
amble to it. One day a canon at the Cathedral ofValencia asked bis good friend 
Josemaria for a photograph ofhimself. "Sure," Escriva replied. "With pleasure. 
I'll give it to you right away." He stepped into the next room and retumed with 
a small cast-iron donkey. "Here, take it," he said, "Now you have a portrait of 
me." The canon stared at him in amazement until Escriva explained, "Yes. yes, 
my friend, that's what 1 am- a little donkey ofthe Lord."2 

1 was amused to discover that university teachers, like myself, also bear a 
family resemblance to the beast of burden, for, on another occasion, Blessed 
Josemaria wrote: 

Forme ali donkeys have the bearing of a professor. 
With those splendid ears, that seem like television antennae, 
And that bright and alert look. 
But besides, it's clear that they are wise because they are docile, 
They Jet themselves be led. 3 

This passage convinced me that the university is for donkeys, not those 
"old, stubbom, vicious one[s] that would give you a kick when you least 
expected," but those young ones that are "hard-working and [have] a quick, 
cheerful trot."4 Blessed Josemaria's comments were inspired by the verses of 
Psalm 73: "I was like a donkey in your presence. But 1 am always with you. 
You hold my right hand. You guide me with your counsel and afterward you 
will receive me to glory." lt was a donkey, moreover, that Christ chose as a 
throne when he presented himself to the people as king. 

1 will translate Blessed Josemaria's ideas freely by using his own words, 
including those spoken when he was Chancellor of the University of Navarre, 
and try to show how they apply to the daily life of a professor. Like his friend 
the donkey, the professor should always be on the lookout for that divine some
thing hidden in his everyday tasks.s In practica! terms this means "there is no 

1Conversations with Monsignor Escriva de Balaguer, par.77. 

2Peter Berglar, Opus Dei: Life and Works ofits Founder, Josemaria Escriva, pp. 253-254. 

3ut Jumentum. General Archives ofthe Prelature (AGP), POI , 1975, p. 1590. 

4christ is Passing By, 181. 

5 e( Conversations, 121. 
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excuse for those who could be scholars and are not."6 Ifl am to serve God with 
my mind, then 1 must realize that "an hour of study, for a modern apostle, is an 
hour of prayer."7 This intellectual work, if it is to please God like the fragrant 
sacrifice of Abel, will "have been shaped through deep study and surrender to 
[divine] Wisdom."8 1 should be "eager to make [my] pupils understand quick
ly what has cost [me] hours ofstudy to see clearly."9 By increasing their under
standing, they will conclude that there can be no conflict between faith and sci
ence, faith and culture, since "the light of reason comes from God and cannot 
contradict the light of revelation."10 The mind will then ascend from natural 
truths to contemplating their Creator. In order to facilitate this process, 1 must 
imitate my brother donkey and put up my ears, like supernatural antennae, 11 

ready to hear my Master's voice and "to receive the truth ofChrist as a light that 
orientates both action and conduct."12 As a "privileged cultivator ofKnowledge, 
in !ove with Truth,"13 1 have a duty to counteract ignorance, which is the worst 
enemy of God.14 I teach people, not books, and 1 must bear witness to those 1 
come into contact with. 1 am called to be a fisher of men since "men-like 
fish-have to be caught by the head."15 People who do mostly headwork, intel
lectuals, are, as Blessed Josemaria used to say, like "snow-covered mountain 
peaks: when the snow melts, down comes the water that makes the valleys fruit
ful."16 Scholars, in other words, cannot lock themselves up in an ivory tower; 
their sanctified labour has to act as lea ven for the good of society as a whole. In 
this way Christ will reign at the summit of their intellectual activities. 17 

This is indeed a noble human ideal, but one, 1 admit, that severa! times 1 
fall short of attaining. 1 tend to complain that there are too many lectures to pre
pare, too many tests and papers to mark, too many committee meetings to 
attend, too many books to read and articles to write, too many colleagues and 

6The Way, 332. 

7The Way, 336, 335. 

8Forge, 43. 

9Furrow, 229. 

IOLetter ofJanuary 9, 1951, No. 6. 
11 cf. Forge, 510. 

12 Address at the investiture of doctors honoris causa by the University ofNavarre, May 9, 1974. 
lnJosemaria Excrivá de Balaguer y la Universidad. EUNSA, 1993, p. 87. St. Josemaria himself 
received an honorary doctorate from the University of Saragosa in 1960. He placed the ring he 
was given to mark the occation on the ear of a small terracotta figure of a donkey that decorat
ed the room where he worked in Rome. 

13 Address at the investiture doctors honoris causa by the University ofNavarre, October 7, 1967. 
In op. cit., 87. 

14cf. Forge, no. 635. 
15The Way, 978. 

16 Andres Vazquez de Prada, The Founder of Opus Dei: The lije of Josemaria Escriva. Volume 1: 
The Early Years, Princeton, N.J., 2001, p. 199. 

17cf. Forge, 678, 685. 
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students to see. 1 become lazy and fulfill to the letter St. Jerome's dictum: 
"Experience shows that when a donkey is tired it sits down at every corner."18 
These lamentations are the strident brays of an angry and restless donkey that 
could be translated as "l've had enough!"l9 

At other times, 1 think 1 am no longer an ordinary donkey with only aver
age intelligence.20 1 want to shine before men and steal their applause for 
myself. 1 no longer !et Jesus use my mind as His throne. So 1 dream "vain and 
childish dreams, like those ofTartarin ofTarascon--imagining [I am] hunting 
lions" in university corridors, "where the most [I] will find are mice, ifthat."21 
1 become a legend in my own mind, and forget that professors can publish and 
publish and still perish. 1 become self-satisfied and unpleasant, making my 
"knowledge incompatible with good manners." 1 remain a scholar, but one fit 
to "be tied to a stall, like a mule. "22 In this sorry state 1 do not allow my Master 
to carry out bis plan to make me a saint. 

But when the Master sees me "so out of sorts, he gives a hearty, under
standing laugh." 1 then realize how silly and futile my antics ha ve been, and 
how "patient and compassionate towards the failings of men and the rough 
manners of donkeys"23 the Master is. 1 realize, too, that the Master has been 
playing with me, that all along 1 have been acting out "a human comedy before 
a divine spectator. "24 1 can 't help but think of my beloved Dante and bis Divine 
Comedy. My heart is filled with joy because 1 know the donkey's story has a 
happy ending: he dies working for bis Master. I remember that 1 have a part in 
this Ageless Story, that 1 am called to make "heroic verse out of the prose of 
each day."25 Yes, donkeys are very much like Tolkien's hobbits, 1 tell myself: 
when they are weak, then they are strong.26 With this consoling thought 1 go 
back to the drawing board. Through !ove, "a power far greater than that of the 
legendary King Midas, who changed ali he touched into gold," I can change my 
ordinary activities into "something that will last forever."27 My time on earth is 
indeed "a treasure of glory."28 And 1 realize that 1 !ove to learn so that 1 can 
learn to !ove, more and better. 

l 8Quoted in Francis Fernandez, In Conversation with God, Volume Three, Princeton, N.J., 1990, 
p. 217. 

19ut Iumentum,AGP, POI, 1975, p. 1585. 

20ut Iumentum, AGP, POI, 1975, p. 1586. 

2 I Friends of God, 8. 

22The Way, 350. 

23ut Iumentum, AGP, POI, 1975, p. 1585. 

24Friends of God, 152. 

25conversations, 116. 
26cf. I Cor. 1: 27. 

27 Forge, 742. 

28Friends ofGod, 54 
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