THE POPE AND OPUS DEI
C. John McCloskey

The teaching of Blessed Josemaria Escrivd on the theology of work
and the role of lay people in the building up of culture is much
| appreciated by Pope John Paul II.

b OPLE WHO KNOW that I spent
f years working on Park Avenue and
Wwall Street with Citibank and Merrill
1vnch often assume that I had a ‘late

wocation’ to the priesthood and that I
" was fleeing the evil world of the mas-
.._- of the universe for godly clerical

,'estmcnt (after all, even George
E.j:_-. os or Peter Lynch can’t provide ‘a

b Laity in the world

" That is the core message of the Opus
Dei Prelature, to whose presbyterate |
&long Indeed that message also lies
the heart of the Second Vatican
Jouncil. Contrary to many distorted
) interpretations the council was not
| %mc:pally about the role of the layper-
jﬁm in the Church but rather about the
mle of the lay Catholic in the world, an
\ essential distinction and one with
~ many profound consequences for both
society and culture.
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All of this might serve as an intro-
duction to the phenomenon of the
growth of Opus Dei throughout the
world and how it may be an aspect of
the world-wide strategy of the pontifi-
cate of John Paul II as we begin the
third millennium. It is no secret that
while all the Roman Pontiffs whose
reigns have coincided with the growth
and development of Opus Dei since
1928 have highly approved of its mes-
sage and mission, John Paul II — per-
haps as a result of his varied work and
educational background — has
grasped its importance in a deeper
fashion and has played an essential
role in encouraging its development
through the granting of its definitive
juridical status, the establishment of
the Pontifical University of the Holy
Cross, and finally the beatification of
its founder, Blessed Josemaria
Escriva.

Children of God

Blessed Josemaria’s teachings are
rooted in the concept of divine fili-
ation, the reality that all men and
women are children of God. Hence
their rights and responsibilities before
God, the Church, and society. They
possess an inalienable right to life
(from conception to natural death as
John Paul II has so often put it) and
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