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of love. They may be tender remind­
ers that these funny, smelly bodies are 
intended for glory. The roses just might 
hold a deeper significance. We may 
discover, like Dante, that Paradise 
itself is a rose of eternal mystery, inter­
layered with an endless pattern of 
meaning, redolent with fragrance, 
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and radiant with overwhelming beauty. 

Dwight Longenecker is the editor ofThe Path 
to Rome. He lives in England, where he works 
as a free/anee writer and broadcaster. 

This article first appeared in N ew Oxford 
Review and is re-published here with the kind 
permission of the Editor. 

********* 

BOOKREVIEW 
Dudley Cleary 

Cures through the intercession of Josemaría Escrivá (Flavio Capucci, Scepter, N ew 
York 2002). 
This book consists of a selection of 18 extraordinary cures presented to the 
Holy See for the causes ofBeatification and Canonization of St J osemaría Escrivá 
who was declared a saint on October 6, 2002. Pope John Paul II called him "the 
saint of ordinary life" yet he turns out to be a miracle worker for the glory of 
God. The accounts remind us ofthe pages ofthe Gospel whereJesus performed 
miracles for all those simple people who had faith in him - beggars, lepers, 
centurions and synagogue officials. The miracles described include the disap­
pearance of a tumour the size of an orange and the restoration of cancerous 
hands. St Josemaría, now and during his lifetime, encouraged this great faith 
which helps one acquire "that familiarity and confidence which prompts us to 
ask God, like children, for the moon" (Christ is passing by, 64). 

********* 

(continuedfrom page 64) 

A dismal experince 
One afternoon in a parish, despite 

the parish priest's opposition, 1 wished 
to hear individual confessions. 1 was 
there until 2 o'clock in the morning. 
And many of the faithful who carne 

told me they had not been to confes­
sion in years. 

Following that experience, 1 am con­
vinced that we cannot deny our peo­
ple the possibility of a personal meet­
ing with Christ through the sacrament. 

ONE SAVIOUR, ONE CHURCH 
Gerold Teoh 

In the light of rampant relativism and drawing on a recent document from the 
Congregation for the Doctine of the F aith, this article puts befo re us the unique­
ness and universality of Jesus Christ, our Saviour, and of his Church. It also 
emphasizes the link between him and the Holy Spirit. 

God's plan 

From the beginning the Triune God 
has had a plan for universal human 
salvation through his Catholic Church 
which actualizes on earth the work 
of the only-begotten Incarnate Son, 
Jesus Christ. Transcending time and 
space, the Catholic Church is the Body 
ofChrist whose Head is Jesus himself. 
The Church (the Body) together with 
Jesus (the Head) form the "whole 
Christ". 

Jesus Christ personally chose Peter 
(as the visible Head on earth) to lead 
the People of God in his name prom­
ising perpetua! guidance through the 
Holy Spirit. 

The problem of relativism 

The Church today is facing especially 

as valid and reliable as the one pro­
claimed by the Church. The error goes 
further by proposing a relativistic 
understanding of the world and moral­
ity, and by denying that there is such a 
thing as absolute truth which holds for 
people of every time and place. Do we 
Catholics know how to respond to 
such errors? 

Faced with these seemingly persua­
sive errors which confuse many, un­
informed and misinformed, Catholics, 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith has issued a document en­
titled Dominus Iesus (hereafter DI), to 
address the problem. Against this wave 
of relativism DI teaches that we must 
proclaim what our Lord said of him­
self: "1 am the way, the truth and the 
life" (Jn 14:6). 

the problem of relativism: an errone- Not all equal 
ous opinion which views all religions A comparative study of all religions 
as equal and opines that it is not pos- shows that they are not equal and 
si ble that there be a Saviour or a equivalent. Many religions have sorne 
Church which can claim to be the only of God's truth, while others lead people 
means of salvation for people of every away from God. God's only revealed 
time and place. Much current opinion religion is embodied in the Catholic 
about our Lord presents him as Sav- Church which possesses all the truths 
iour for Christians, but not for Bud- and means necessary for eternal salva­
dhists, Hindus, Muslims, J ews or peo- tion. 
ple of other religions. Such religions If all religions were equalvalent, 
(this error teaches) have their own Jesus would not have commanded his 
path to God, a path deemed to be just disciples to "Go therefore and teach all 
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