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Position Paper 246/247
Guided each step of the way

Fatherhood is spiritual inasmuch as it, too, is obedient, directed
from heaven. Equality and authority blend, quite surprisingly, in
spiritual guidance. A spiritual father leads his son or daughter
upwards, shows them how to take the next step. Dionysius the
Areopagite claimed that the highest and lowest levels of the heav-
enly hierarchy are not opposed, for all are the same in the eyes of
God. So spiritual guidance presumes equality, demands courage,
and draws out Christian creativity.

This article was contributed as the foreword to the German edition of
Footprints in the Snow, Denis Helming’s biography of Blessed Jose-
maria.
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