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lar with the Lectio divina, the Word
which is brought into praver beconies
the source of living water for wus.
Equally in the liturgy of the Word, the
Word proclaimed with its redeeming
strength is able to transform lives,

3. Living and transmitting  the
Word., Contemporary socicty demands
that Christians witness who we are and
what we do. Tt is not sufficient to call
us Christian Catholics, it is not suffi-
cient to pray and participate in the
sacraments. The witness of unity and
life suitable with the Gospel should be
the distinctive signs of all the baptized.
The commitment to share our experi-
ence of faith will undoubtedly lead to
rransmitting the Word of God to others
by our words, works and behaviour.

The Saints are the
essence of the Gospel

Archbishop ANGELO AMATO, $.D.8.
Prefect of the Congregation for the
Causes of Saints, Vatican City

Jesus says: “Learn from me, for I am
gentle and humble in heart, and you
will find rest for vour souls” (Mt
11:2g).

For more than 2.000 vears men and
women. old and young, wise and iguo-
rant, in the East as in the West, ap-
plicd themselves to the school of the
Lord Jesus, which caused this sublime
commandment to echo in their hearts
and minds: “You must therefore be
perfect, just as vour heavenly Father is
perfect” (Mt 5:48). This does not
mean that a man-made perfection is
the goal to be rcached, rather the goal
is the height of divine perfection. With
simplicity and humility, even vouth —
like 1g4-year-old Domenic Savio and
13-year-old Laura Vicua - have taken
the Lord’s words seriously and have
become Saints.

Their library was largely coniposed
of the life and the Words of Jesus:
blessed are the poor, blessed arc those
who mourn, blessed are the gentle,
blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for uprightness, blessed are the
mercitul, blessed arc the pure in heart,
blessed are the pcacemakers, blessed
arc those who are persecuted.

The Saints, who understood that the
Beatitudes  are the essence of the
Gospel and the partrait of Christ him-
self, imitated him.

Sunday four new Saints from three
different continents were canonized.
Among these was a young nun, Sr Al-
fonsa Muttathypadathu, the first Indi-
an Saint, a noble figure of a jovful and
strong woman. The perfection of her
sanctity was also measured by the
words of Jesus: “If anyone wants to be
a follower of mine, let him renounce
himself and take up his cross and fol-
Tow me” (Mk 8:34). Sr Alfonsa accept-
ed her physical illnesses and moral af-
flictions — such as incomprehension and
contempt — living sine glossa her own
via crucis following the Lord Jesus. At
the end of her shart existence, Sr Al-
fonsa could repeat with St Paul: Tt
makes me happy to be suffering for
vou now, and in my own body to make
up all the hardships that still have to
be undergone by Christ for the sake of
his body, the Church” {Col 1:24).

Like vesterday, today, too, there are
countless faithful who daily let the
words of Chrst become flesh and
blood. And in so doing, they sanctify
themselves.

The local language in
the liturgy in Croatia

Archbishop MaRIN BARISIC
of Split- Makarska, Croatia

The local language has been used in
the liturgy in the Croatian Church
since the niuth century. The Encounter
between the Word of God and the lo-
cal language can be reflected by the
Croatian  word  “posteno” —  which
means honest, human, sincere and just,
This word comes from “po-stenju” that
1 to say according to the reading. The
norms of human life came from atten-
tive reading and hearing of the Word
of God {Instrumentum laboris, n. 27).

This buman and Christian lifestyle
arises from the Word of God, whose
identity is reflected and expressed in
the listening Church, the Church in
praver and service.

The listening Church corresponds
and responds to the Word of God, able
to hear the specific problems of our
times (cf. GS, n. 1), and give the Word
that is appropriate and necessary to
the world and culture today.

The creative and renewing power of
the Word should be discovered, in a
special way, in the liturgical cclebra-
tion. From this source, the Word en-
ters into daily life.

What the Church hears and cele-
brates is translated into the evangeliz-
ing misston. The fullness of joy that

comes from obcdient  listening  and
from the celebration of the Word of
God  cannot  leave us dumbfound.

rather it must transform us into hope-
ful protagonists of the credibility of the
Gospel. to live “postend” ~ according to
the reading.

Prayer

Bishop
JAVIER ESCHEVARRIA RODRIGUEZ
Titular Bishop of Cilibia,
Prelate of Opus Dei

In the life of the Saints the encounter
with Word of God through the reading
of Holy Scripture produced a radical
existential change. We must all, priests
and lay persons, scek to have a pro-
found thirst for Jesus Christ, living ev-
ery scene from the Gospel as one char-
acter among the others,

The Bible calls for the faithful mter-
locutor to respond: the response of
praver. It is appropriate for Pastors
during the Sacrament of Confession to
frequently advise the faithful to read
the Gospel, teaching how to participate
in what is told there and urging those
who confess to give the same advice to
colleagues, family members and friends.

It is not cnough to think upon ideay
or scenes that may arousc our admira-
tion for the truth, goodness or beauty
they reflect; what all Christians must
do, like the Saints, is seck to bring
these texts into our daily, personal life
so that it may be transtormed. Men
and women have ever greater and
more urgent nced not of vain and
cphemecral words but of the Word of
God, the only one capable of giving an
authentic meaning ta life. It would be
advantageous to  promote initiatives
fostering the spread of this attitude of
praver and interior concentration to-
wards the Gospel, so that real inipact
on our daily life can be made. Further-
more [ believe it would also be appro-
priate to make surc that the texts of
the Mass are read well, that is to say
truly lived, not as rhetoric but with the
certainty that God is speaking to them
and to the community.
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The pastoral work of
evangelization

Bishop KURT KocH
of Basel, Switzerland

“I'he Church has always venerated the
divine Scriptures just as she vencrates
the body of the Lord™ (DV 211 In
general, this orientation still was not
understood enough by the religious
consciciice, as can be seen above all by
today’s four central points.

In Switzerland and in Europe in
general, many members of the Church
are baptized catcchumens, to whom
not only the language of faith in the
Church, but also the biblical world s
forcign. Because of this, today, not on-
Iy is there a need for new ways to ac-
cess the Word of God. but the catire
pastoral ministry must be, in a decisive
way, a pastoral ministry of evangeliza-
tion and cannot continue being only a
pastoral ministry of sacranentalization,

The Holy Scripture can be spoken
about only if the Church is also spoken
about as subject of the same. Thus, we
touch upon the central ecumenical
point. In this area, the dispute con-
cerns ccclesiastic institutes, such as the
Magisterium and the ministry itsclf.
Controversy arises due to the dichoto-
my between the Word of God and the
witnesses of those officially entrusted
with this Word.

Not only in the general awarcness of
the faith, but also in the reflections, one
increasingly perceives Marcionite ten-
dencies, inasmuch as the unity of the
Old and New Testament scems to have
become fragile. However, Christianity
could learn a great deal from Judaism,
as for example a less forced approach
to Scripture and Tradition, since for
the Jews the Hebrew Bible is not mere-
ly a printed book, but a living reality.

I interreligious dialogue, today, the
Holy Scriptures of men are spoken of
openly. Thus, one forgets that Chris-
tianity is not, first of all, a religion of
the Book, like Judaism and Islam. In
fact, the Word of God is a Person, the
Son of God made man, and thereby
precedes Holy Scripture. Without an
intimate relationship in friendship with
this Person, even the letter of the Holy
Scripture remains mute. The represen-
tation of the Word of God in the life of
the Church, therefore, is upheld and
demonstrated with the renewal of faith
in Christ today.

Church strengthens in
adversity

Bishop Josepit NGUYEN CHI LiNg
of Thanh Héa, Vietnam

Last Friday, my dear Vietnamesc
brother, Bishop Joseph V& Dac Minh,
gave a sumimarized history of the evan-
gelization of our people. T would like
to continue his report by referring to
n. 28 of the Instrumentum laboris, be-
ginning with the role of the Word of
God in the history of the Church, to
show how this role developed in the
life of the Vietnanicse Church,

The Gospel was proclaimed for the
first time on our land at the beginning
of the 16th century in the painful con-
text of an internal war between two
kingdoms ruled by brothers who were
cnenies. Marvellously, thauks to this
coincidence, the faith became a great
comfort for the first baptized persons
and ever since, it has not ccased being
the moral and spiritual support, for the
Church in Vietnam which is one of the
most suffering Churches due to bloody
and consecutive persecutions,

Immersed in this history woven of
hatred, ideological wars and discrimi-
natory restrictions, our Christians are
always niorc convinced that only the

Word of God can keep them in love,
joy. peace, communion and tolerance.

It is painful for me to tell yvou that
Vietnam, until now, has the highest
rate ot abortions. However, this catas-
trophe, paradoxically. inspired the Pro
Life Movement among Catholics, which
consists mainly tn fookiug for the abort-
cd Dbabics in the hospitals, baprtizing
them if there is any sign of life, creat-
ing ccmeteries to bury them. At the
beginning, these actions were accused
by the civil authorities and the hospital
management as crimes, obliging them
to act clandestinely. Now, it 1s still not
authorized, but it is at least tolerated.

Somie film makers even made docu-
mentarics  about this and reporters
praise these efforts in the media. Why
this progress? Answer: the witness of
Christians is being recognized more as
those who live the Word of God and
in light of this Word, respect life. 1
would like to repeat this certitude,
mentioned in Gaudium et spes, n. 44:
“The Church herself also recognizes
that she has bencefited and is still ben-
efiting from the opposition of her enc-
mies and persccutors”,

Another sign worthy  of mention
which demonstrates that the Word of
God continues (o sustain the Church i
Vietnam is the mass conversion of the
thousands of persons of ethnic minori-
ties shortly after the canonization of
the 117 Martyrs of Vietnam in 1688,

What 1s curious about this is that
many admitted to listening to the
Protestant Radio in Manila, in the
Philippines, but converted to Catholi-
cism in Vietnam. Thus. the Protestanes
sow the seed and the Catholics harvest.
The Word of God echoing from afar,
reaching their ears, has become the
source of hope for these persons lost in
the mountains, deprived of everything
and without a future.

In conclusion, 1 would like, as a

Victnamese Christian. to repeat the
certitude that in  persecutions,  our
greatest grace is faithfulness to the

Word of God.

Christ calls us to be
new men

Bishop JUAN MATOGO OYANA, CALE,
of Bata, Equatorial Guinea

Geographically, Equatorial Guinca oc-
cupies a favourable position which, al-
ready in the r5th century, facilitated
the arrival of some missionaries, Just
four centuries later, evangelists had es-
tablishcd themselves in the country.
Given the small dimensions of the
country, it was very casy for them to
bring the Word to all inhabirants,

With this period of evangelization.
rclegated to the past we faced the chal-
lenge to deepen the study of the Good
News which wc had received, and
more specifically, to illuminate our cul-
tural roots and our traditions with the
light of the Gospel so as to become the
“new man” to which Christ calls us.
and also to escape poverty and move
toward better conditions of life without
fatalistic pessimism or selfish matcrial-
ism, so as to live with dignity as chil-
dren of Christ.

Many voices offer attractive options
which claim to be the right solution in
cvery moment. But their proposals reveal
themselves as incomplete and ephemeral,

Being Christian, according to onc’s
own roots and cultural traditions means
being cenlightened by the Gospel.

The permancnt task of evangelists is
to imitate the sower who abundantly
spreads the sced of Word (cf Mt 13:1
3 and, like the vinedresser seck new
opportunitics and offers new strategies
in order to support the growth ot the
planted sced and, consequently, to
await with faith the corresponding
fruit {cf. Lk 13:8-gj.




