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Au mois de février 1944 Pie XII mettait en garde les catholiques contre certaines 
tendances qui pouvaient devenir dangereuses, sans toutefois les nommer. 
En juin de la meme année l'Osservatore Romano formulait des réserves envers 
la distinction avancée par les catholiques communistes entre matérialisme 
historique et matérialisme dialectique. Au mois de juillet le pape se montra 
perplexe sur le contenu idéologique et politique des documents catholico­
communistes, mais il se contenta de mettre en garde les jeunes contre les dangers 
impliqués dans le mouvement. Le 23 juillet 1944 le P. Cordovani lanva dans le 
quotidien du Vatican une attaque en regle contre les catholiques communistes, 
leur reprochant de ne pas suivre les enseignements pontificaux en matiere sociale. 
Le mouvement insistait sur la distinction entre le plan politique et le plan religieux. 
Ce fut en vain: en 1945 il était devenu clair que le Saint-Siege n'allait pas prendre 
le risque d'un compromis. Le livre de Malgeri contribue sans aucun do_ute a faire 
mieux comprendre !'origine de la situation d'apres-guerre avec sa lutte historique 
entre le démocrate-chrétien A. De Gasperi et le communiste P. Togliatti. 

R. BOUDENS 
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50 aniversario de su fundación. (Publicaciones de la Facultad de 
Teologia de la Universidad de Navarra. Colección teologica, 
34.) Pamplona, Ediciones Universidad de Navarra, 1982. 16 x 24, 
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The criticism of Opus Dei has flared up again since 1982 when it received the 
status of prae/atura persona/is placing it directly under the Congregation of 
Bishops and showing how much it had grown in favour with the present pope. 
Since its establishment in 1928, Opus Dei has been the subject of controversy. 
Particularly the secrecy with which the members operate and the anonymous 
way they try to acquire key positions in social and political alfairs - thereby 
acquiring a large amount of power that is difficult to pin down - have caused 
its methods to be challenged. The founder, Mgr. Josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer, 
received in 1947 the statute of secular institute for his organization, to which 
both men and women, married and unmarried could belong. He was a prophetic 
but still controversia! figure. He died in 1975, and his canonization process was 
initiated in 1981. 

The work reviewed here consists of three parts. The first part consists of a 
speech given by the founder to the members of Opus Dei in Rome three months 
before his death. In simple terms and direct language, he talked about the 
sanctity to which each person is called, about his personal vocation, and about 
the humility with which the members must stand among others. Then is given 
an interview with Mgr. Alvaro del Portillo, who succeeded the founder in 1975. 
Answers are given to a number of questions regarding the origin, the history, and 
the spirituality of Opus Dei. The third and by far the largest and most important 
part of the book deals with the founder and his doctrine. Those who read these 
14 contributions will certainly be disabused of sorne prejudices, even though 
it is difficult to avoid the impression that the peculiar nature of the work with its 
juridical priviliges makes criticism inevitable. R. BouDENS 
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Liliana FERRAR!. L'azione cattolica in Italia dalle origini al Pontificato 
di Paolo VI. (Dipartimento di scienze religiose, 18.) Brescia, 

Queriniana, 1~82. 13,5x21, 176 p. L 15.000. 

Dans une premiere partie l'auteur donne l'historique de !'A.C. en Italie. 
En fait, son récit commence longtemps avant que le terme ait pris son sens 
actuel, Jeque! date du pontificat de Pie XI. L. Ferrari décrit les étapes les plus 
significatives de l'histoire du mouvement catholique en Italie, a partir de ses 
débuts au ¡9e siécle jusqu'au tournant conciliaire et cherche a en faire ressortir 
les lignes de forces: initiatives venant des Jales, role du Saint-Siege, stratégie 
de la présence catholique dans la société moderne. Elle prete particuliérement 
attention aux années 1934-1946, période de la présidence de Luigi Gedda. 
Celle-ci est, en elfet, caractérisée par une grande vitalité bien que les circonstances 
historiques soient extremement difficiles. La deuxieme moitié du livre - plus 
de cent pages - présente une série de textes bien choisis et tres diversifiés, illustrant 
les données de la partie précédente. Le premier texte en est le commentaire que le 
P. Curci a fait paraitre dans la Civi/td cattolica apres le Congres de Malines, 
commentaire qui allait rester célébre a cause de la fameuse distinction entre la 
these et l'hypothese. Le dernier texte est un discours sur le role de !'A.C., 
prononcé a la réunion des dirigeants diocésains fin avril 1968. Chacun d'eux est 
précédé d'une breve introduction, qui le situe dans son contexte historique. Bref, 
une étude assez concise (qu'on souhaiterait un peu plus solidement fondée 
au point de vue théologique) qui nous donne un bon apervu de l'histoire de 
!'A.C. italienne. R. BOUDENS 

Jaarboek van het Katholiek Documentatie Centrum. Vol. 11 : 1981. 
Nijmegen, Katholiek Documentatie Centrum, 1982. 14,5 x 22, 
171 p. 

Since 1976 the Catholic Documentation Centre of Nijmegen (Holland) has 
issued a Year Book. The book for 1981, published sorne months late, is as rich as 
those which preceded. This volume first gives a survey of the research work done 
and the services provided for 1981 and then indicates the publications, the staffing 
and the material provisions for the same period. A new automated information 
system was installed, twenty four new archives added to the archive collection and, 
in addition to the projects carried out, a start was made on a new research project, 
namely a study of the history of the Catholic Workers' Youth Movement after 
1945. The book also contains a report on three years' work carried out by the 
Mission Memoirs Committee, especially through interviews of many Dutch 

missionaries. 
There are three articles in the book. The first is entitled "Broken Identity". 

The authors report on a survey concerning people's view of life, membership 
of churches, etc. and come to the rather unexpected conclusion that the Nether­
lands can no longer be called a Christian nation, since almost 50% of the Dutch 
consider themselves to be non-religious. A second article deals with "Relationships 
between Organizations" (in the diocese of Roermond in 1950 and 1963), and 
with the aid of the "graph theory" which they used, they introduce a new method 
of research in the processes of pillarization and depillarization. In the third 
article, with the significant title "The church as a mirror of the Church", the 
author shows how architecture reflects social-cultural history and points out 
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