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(Professor of State Ecclesiastical Law, University of Santiago de Com
postela), Carmen Garcimartín (Doctor of Law, University of Santiago 
de Compostela), Joaquín Mantecón (Professor of State Ecclesliastical 
Law, University of Zaragoza) and Miguel Angel Ortiz (Associate 
Professor of Matrimonial Law, Pontifical University of the Holy Cross, 
Rome). 

This is actually a textbook of the Canon Law on Marriage _ 
arranged in 20 Lessons - which includes adequate historical references 
that the authors considered necessary for the greater understanding of 
the actual canonical regulation of marriage. As a textbook, bibliogra
phical references and footnotes have been omitted, although it is 
obviously the result of abundant research. 

One of the great features of the book is the attempt - successful 
on the whole - of going around the many doctrinal and jurispru
dential controversies by synthesizing the principal doctrinal positions 
behind the controversia! aspects. Thus, the book is eminendy pedago
gical. The student who is being introduced to the subject of matrimo
nial law is led to have a salid foundation - instead of a hodgepodge 
of doubts - from which to venture into more controversia! jurispru
dence. 

Another interesting feature of the book is a consequence of the 
plurality of authors taking charge of the different Lessons. Even if -
as confessed in the lntroduction - an attempt had been made to unify 
the focus of the different Lessons and the criteria of redaction, the 
proper style of the different authors has been respected. Even if this 
has resulted in a certain degree of reiteration in the different Lessons, it 
has also given each Lesson sufficient autonomy to stand on its own. 
Again, pedagogically considered, this is more of an advantage than a 
handicap. Besides, such differences in points of view not only present 
a richer presentation of matrimonial law, but - to my mind - also 
stimulates the critica! capacity of the student or eventual reader .. 

Given its length and organization, 1 think it is one of the best 
textbooks on the subject that has been published to date, especially for 
the level of scholarship of the typical student working for a licentiate 
in Canon Law. 

]AIME B. ACHACOSO, ]CD 
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Ernest Caparrós, The Jurídica/ Mind of Blessed Josemaría Escrivá: A 
Brief History of the Canonical Path of Opus Dei, Midwest Theological 
Forum, Chicago (2001 ), 45pp. 

This little opus is in reality a position paper presented at the Con
ference "Opus Dei: 7orh Anniversary of Charism and lnstitution", 
organized by the Midwest Theological Forum (Chicago, USA) on 2 
October 1998, which was later on revised for publication in Ottawa 

in July 2000. 

As the sµbtide states, it presents a brief history of the canonical 
path of Opus Dei. Any student of.ecclesiastical circumscriptions cannot 
avoid paying clase attention to the new figure of personal prelatures, 
envisioned by Vatican Council II and given a legal framework in the 
Code¿c of 1983. But in arder to fully understand the nature of this 
ecclesiastical jurisdictional phenomenon, an understanding.._Q_f its histo
rical antecedents is indlspensáble. And since Opus Dei is the first - and 
at the moment the 6nly - Personal Prelature erected in the Catholic 
Church, an understanding of the charism, pastoral phenomenon and 
subsequent canonical path of this institution also becomes mandatory. 
Herein lies the unique value of this little monograph under review. 

ln_ fac.t~ a. very thorough 655-page magnum opus on this same 
subject had been published in the past (cf. A. de Fuenmayor, V. 
Gómez Iglesias and J .L. Illanes, The Canonical Path of Opu~ Dei, 
Scepter Publishers and Midwest Theological Forum, Chicago, 1994). 
In that work, the authors - all eminent canon lawyers of both the 
Pontifical Universities of the Holy Cross (Rome) and of Navarre (Spain) 
- made a well-documented study of the canonical path of Opus Dei. 

The merit of the present work, however, is that it summarizes -
sans the documentation and deeper theologico-canonical analysis of 
course - in 45 pages what the aforementioned authors discussed in 
15 times that number of much denser pages. 

And what is the gist of that history and canonical itinerary? A 
lengthy quotation from the lntroduction of the book best expresses it: 

"We have to realize that the theological and canonical elements of 
the mission of Blessed Josemaría, according to the divine inspiration 
he received, were far from being recognized in the early 1930s. As a 
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matter of fact, both the message and the subsequent institution 
appeared to many people as impossible. The message he was imparting, 
holiness in the midst of the world, although specifying only one dimen
sion of the teaching of the Church, seemed for many a utopia, insanity, 

or even heresy. 

"At this time, there was no canonical setting which allowed for 
an institution, or ecclesial community, consisting of a unity of both 
priests and lay people, roen and women, married and single, ali of 
whom were spreading this specific message by their lives and their 
word. The theological gap was immense, and the canonical one was 

as broad, if not broader. 

"This was the foundation1l challenge of Blessed Josemaría 
Escrivá. He had the certitude of the divine mission entrusted to him, 
and at the same time he knew the human obstad es that lay ahead." 

"Hence, faced with the wide canonical gap - Caparrós would 
affirm in the next chapter - the founder needed to look for transitional 
solutions that could facilitate the development of the mission, even 
though the pastoral phenomenon had to force itself into an ill-fitting 
and uncomfortable suit. The canonical path of Opus Dei is an example 

of the interplay between charism and law." 

That interplay is what the book silmmarizes. In the process, it 
also shows the great juridical mind of the Founder of Opus Dei, 
recently canonized (October 6, 2002) Josemaría Escrivá. 

JAIME B. ACHACOSO, JCD 
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