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F. rnest "11pa rros: "'Jh e: ,1 uiridlcal Mind of Saiint Joseit11:arb1 Es!C'.rh·li: A Bri~f 
Hi tmry 10( die Canonk¡¡)¡I Pi1th of Opus bti. tBook) 

l Josern1uía Escri\la knew fH~rn 1he btginn i 111g uf hhi thtuicJ~U~!ta ~ task •n 1928 
that Opu~ De~ shuuld •~ a ¡~n;<mal Jurhs<~kt1011 \'1tjrhm. dH: hu:~r!l;h~t;al stnrctun.; 
Qf tite Chm•reh, t;md tbam il bould nol be ¡1 rehgio~ o«fcr or t-O!fl,gregation. smcc 
th • e SCfiCC OÍ lihe mcs5'tt,gC- he hacl F~C'CiV(..-dJ ,.,.as thc: t;all to nolmcS' illld 
a¡.nJs~oLale 1brough ordmary wo:rk in the "torld. C. summariscs •h.: canonical 
~tep.s Ll.'lken by · aint Jost:n uuiu dming his li fe as founder of Opn:s Oei . p0inling 
Oul mhc deplh of ~h • canonical ·•pp~' lh ·l n..:(.:d ·d Eo be bridgcd. ami lht 
nt:á.·:ssary bul im.1.dequati;;· M)lul ions Lbat httd 'to be ac~pt.cd ,.yt¡ il~ awruting tht.: 
dc.t1nitive ca-non•cal :¡.olu•ion This ~otution was mad(: ~iMc b;r U\c· econd 
Vnt1C311 Comicil~ and Lhe e1omph:1ion of lh~ l:snonical palh crunc wüh tl1..: 
es.taMishmcnm of Opus Detasa pr.!íSonal .Prnlaturc ín 1982. ( i-'or b~blrogmphka~ 
d'ClaiJ:s si.:e below. Books Rixt:~ved. ~ 
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Sce abow:-. Gen~rnl u~Jec•s. 1 m. ~"'amu1es the d,.,;v.elO[JW1t.'11t of lile ccm.~"ePI of 
"'pn:~al u r't; " in fht • '"hutcl1. Uniil 19 i 7 lhc •~nn rd:em..-d <.mly to lhe .,asition tir 
digai ty hcdd by a prnla•c~ with th~ ~ 9 l 7 Coo~ ~m carni.: tó 1TW-an lh ~ cccksí :un ica ~ 
body pNsidcd ovcr by a prdatc mtlJius drnec~.sis. ndcr illle prc.Scnt law tbc 
functions of the prelate w:ithm lht:: p~ latun are qm1.s~ -cpisoopa1. and thct 
prdaE ·"s powtr is prop ·r {m'U V11canous) a il pcnains l.01 hiin by uhc la.w ~E. el Í 
ralh~r lhan by virtut: of a sinsuia1 a~l of lhe Pope. Th~ statuks of a pn.:l:nw:.: 
mentim'led in canoTlí 295 are nol sbl.tule.s in th~,. sense of ca.non 94,. hut forrn lhe 
flmd11menlal FU.tdeUS of tht! p¡;irucu~ar f:nv OÍ lhe prelatw~ given dir-ecdy b. !he 
Apootofo: See. H. look:s ~l lhe cenlral cbmacteri~t• ·s o-fa preJature, maJ:cing dem 
on the one tmnd thtlt ml is 001 a particufüu Church in the slricl sens~, and ml lhe 
olher 1hat it 1s of a oomp lctely di ílerent nawrn from that oí an as~ocfati ,on. He 
also oommenrs on dJe puq>ose of a prelature, ami lhe rnernbership of taity. 
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.1 67' (:Z007)~ 227..::14 .. ! • harún Holl:and::: ·e-'' ~ otiélic-.s for a Ne."-"' World. 
'Articlc' 

1-1. oonsiders lwo bron:d perioos. Sbe sketchc~ thc emeigenc..: of soc~eties 
belw~n dm SL'd(!ffilth ami tw~nlielh 01,m~uries._ Afler 1he Council of rnmr thér~ 
\r\'as reluctancc ro admit ne\! roms of rcli gEous ~i fe_ Despile thi~ re~ig1ous 
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