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SEEKING GOD THROUGH EVERYDAY WORK: A
PROFILE OF THE FOUNDER OF OPUS DEI

Cardinal Albino Luciani

‘God wants you to be a contemplative’, a young
married man, Victor G Hoz, was told by his confessor
one day in 1941. He was amazed. He had always
thought that ‘to be a contemplative’ was for holy
people given to the mystical way of life, to be aimed
at only by a chosen few, by people for the most part
withdrawn from the world. ‘But I,” he writes, ‘was a
married man, with three children then, and expecting
to have more — which was indeed what happened —
and I had to work hard to support the family.’

Who, then, was this revolutionary priest who was
vaulting over the traditional barriers, offering mystical
goals even to married people? It was Josemaria
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