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OPUS DEI - /.f 7º.A • 71 
J.A. Armisen 

THERE ARE MANY meü and women in all walks of life who feel Cod's call 
to a life of Christian perfection in accordance with the evangelical counsels of 
poverty, chastity, and obedience; and yet in man y cases, they do not feel that 
such a vocation necessarily entails giving up their ordinary work, or even 
leaving the "world." Opus Dei, means, of course, "Work of God." It is the 
name, in fact, of the first Secular Institute approved by the Holy See and 
w hich has recently begun its work in Ja pan. Its specific aim is to spread and 
encourage the lífe of perfection among people of all social classes. Its end, 
its asceticism, its theological foundations are neither new nor old; they are 
found in the Cospel; they are al wa ys valid. Je sus Christ was speaking to the 
men of all lands and of all the a ges w hen lle said "Be ye therefore perf ect 
as your heavenly Father is p:rfect." 
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