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With Gratitude to Bishop Alvaro del Portillo 

He really was a father 

The Work of the Home 

Time far Others 

The Quiet Piety of Dora 

Favors granted through the intercession of Dora del Hoyo 

Devotion to St Josemaria Escriva 

Because of a book 1 read in prison 

Friends of God 

Favors granted through the intercession of St Josemaria Escriva 

Special Feature: There Be Dragons 

Successor of St. Josemaría speaks about the film 
"There Be Dragons" 
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With Gratitude to Bishop Alvaro del Portillo 

He really was a father 

September 15, 1975, soon after St 
Josemaría died and went to Heaven, Msgr. 
Alvaro del Portillo was chosen to succeed 
him by a general elective congress of Opus 
Dei. 

On March 23, 1994, Msgr. Javier Echevarría 
summed up Don Alvaro's work at the head 
of Opus Dei as follows: "lt has been a 
terrific time, a marvelous adventure, far 
many reasons. He aimed to witness to the 

life of a saint, and he took up the challenge, if 1 can express it like 
that, and ran with it, with the same pace, style and fortitude as our 
Founder always showed." 

Salvador Bernal, author of the book Alvaro del Portillo: Bishop 
Prelate of Opus Dei, knew Don Alvaro personally. His book describes 
sorne of the features of Don Alvaro's spiritual fatherhood. 

Not long after being elected to govern Opus Dei, Don Alvaro was 
asked what the founder had meant to his life. He answered by 
quoting words attributed to Alexander the Great, who, when accused 
of loving Aristotle more than his own father (King Philip of Macedon), 
reportedly replied, "This is true. My parents have, indeed, brought 
me to earth, but Aristotle's teaching has brought me from earth to 
heaven." 

In 1984, on Don Alvaro's name day (February 19), Father Flavio 
Capucci told him that he had looked up "Alvaro" in a well-known 
etymological dictionary of proper names, and found that it means 
"he who protects, watches over, and defends everyone." Don Alvaro 
replied that he himself was inclined to favor a derivation not from 
German but from Semitic roots, according to which it would mean 
"the son". "But this can be joined to the interpretation that you have 
suggested," he said. "Pray far this to be the truth: that 1 may be a 
good son and at the same time a good father who watches over the 
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other sons." 

Father Capucci probably had those words in mind when he wrote 
in 1994 that "the profound unity between the founder and his 
successor, this flowing of paternity from the one to the other (so 
different in temperament, but so identical in spirit), this continuity 
of filiation that we have in our spirit - these things bear witness to 
realities which have no natural explanation." 

No doubt it is thanks to Don Alvaro that Opus Dei, with the grace 
of God, has kept in ali its vigor the spirit of filiation and fraternity 
of a Christian family (The Way, 955). Those bonds are anchored 
in the radically original charisma of Opus Dei. They were brought 
into being by the founder, but they are not dependent on his natural 
personality, warm as it was. 

On the first anniversary of his election, Don Alvaro explained 
this very concisely. Monsignor Escrivá, he said, had two kinds of 
fatherhood. One was foundational, and hence his alone, since he 
was the only founder of Opus Dei. But the other kind, the spiritual 
one, "will always exist in the Work, until the end of time, because we 
are a family with supernatural bonds." 

Ten years after his election, Don Alvaro 
expressed his gratitude far the entry of God's 
grace in his life and in that of Opus Dei in these 
words: "The spiritual fatherhood which was 
incarnated in a unique way in our most beloved 
founder was passed on to this poor man who is 
now your Father. Truly, cor nostrum dilatatum 
est - my heart has expanded to lave you ali, 
each and every one of you, with the lave of a 
father and of a mother, as our Father asked 
that his successors would do" (2 Cor 6:11). 

At the same time, the members of the Work had responded with 
obvious affection, which made him lift up his heart in thanksgiving 
also "because Opus Dei continues to be a beautiful family." Esther 
Torranzo tells a story about the visit that Don Alvaro made in 1989 to 
Kibondeni, a women's Opus Dei centre in Nairobi. Don Alvaro was 
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welcomed with a Masai song - accompanied by sixteen drums! -
one verse of which went like this: "I left the house to go and see my 
father. When he began to speak, 1 asked him to be silent, because 1 
wanted first to express my joy at seeing him." 

There are countless anecdotes testifying to the paternal, yet never 
paternalistic, attitude of Don Alvaro. He loved all the members of 
Opus Dei with the affection of any natural father or mother. And he 
had an amazingly good memory. Great problems of the Church or of 
the Work notwithstanding, he could remember all kinds of details -
big and small - of the lives of his children. Through the letters which 
so many of them wrote directly and spontaneously to him, he kept up 
with their worries, sorrows, and joys. 1 was astonished at his ability to 
retain so much information. Often he asked very specific questions 
which none of us could answer. 

Many times 1 saw him react in ways typical of a father or mother, 
for reasons of the heart which the head cannot explain. Usually 
this had to do with care or concern for sick people. But sometimes 
it had to do with situations which, objectively speaking, were of 
no significance. And sometimes he would get carried away by 
admiration of somebody's virtues or talents. This was never without 
basis, but it could at times come across to strangers as being 
somewhat exaggerated. For instance, Ana Echaide, a member of 
the Academy of the Basque Language, recalls that at a get-together 
at Torreciudad in 1980, Don Alvaro, thinking of the help she gave in 
translating the founder's writings into Basque, praised her as "the 
one who knows more Basque than anyone else in the world." 

On April 19, 1990, at Aralar Hall in Pamplona, 
Spain, we were awaiting the arrival of Don 
Alvaro, who was coming by car from Barcelona. 
Judging from his time of departure, we 
estimated that he would arrive at about one 
in the afternoon. But at about that time, when 
we were ready to welcome him, there was a 
telephone call notifying us that there would be 
a long delay. We soon found out why. He had 
stopped in Saragossa to visit a daughter of his 
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called Camino Sanciñena in the burns unit at Miguel Servet Hospital. 
She had been in a terrible accident at the end of January and was 
still in a very serious condition; practically her whole body was 
covered with burns. She was in an isolation ward - Don Alvaro had 
to talk to her on a telephone, and she could see him only through a 
window. But he told her that he had been praying for her ever since 
he heard, in Rome, about the accident, and that he was counting 
on her to advance the apostolic work going on all over the world by 
offering up her suffering. Four years later, when she was studying 
law at the University of Navarre, she wrote about this conversation 
in the school newsletter (Diario de Navarra, 4/5/94 ). "There are 
times," she said, "when it is very hard to keep a positive outlook on 
life, and one of those is when your whole life has changed because 
of an accident. .. The Father told me that even though this is hard to 
understand, pain is actually a caress from God. He literally said that. 
And he said it with such conviction that it raised me to his level, the 
level of faith." 

1 myself, of course, was sometimes the direct recipient of his 
affection. Don Alvaro could show such great affection in the simplest 
ways. He noticed little things that no one else did. One day, for 
instance, at the beginning of August 1988, 1 told everybody at the 
breakfast table what 1 intended to be a joke on myself - a proof of 
how sleepy 1 had obviously been that morning. When l'd started 
shaving, the hot water had gotten cut off and 1 had to lather up with 
cold water. When 1 finished, 1 turned on the hot water faucet to wash 
my face - 1 was on automatic pilot and expected the water to still be 
cold - and had to switch faucets again, because 1 almost got burned. 
1 said all this thinking 1 had been confused, and had made a mistake, 
and that's the way everyone took it. Everyone, that is, except Don 
Alvaro. Apparently not thinking this was one bit funny, he asked 
me what time it was that 1 shaved. 1 guessed as best 1 could, and 
answered that it was at about ten after seven. "lt must have been 
me," he said. 

The next day, at breakfast, Don Alvaro wanted to know how the 
water had been that morning. When he heard that everything was 
fine, he said, "Then it really was me." He had figured out that 1 was 
shaving at the very same time when, just one floor below me in this 
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turn-of-the-century house, he was filling up his bathtub with hot 
water, as his doctors had recommended. lt never ceased to amaze 
me that from that day forward, he took his morning bath earlier so as 
not to interfere with my shaving. 

Naturally, he had a similar concern for 
the relatives of all the members of the 
Work. Sometimes it happens, especially 
in countries with very few Christians, that 
members of Opus Dei have non-Catholic 
parents. Don Alvaro advised these men 
and women to love their parents very much, 
to respect them, and to venerate them. In 
February 1987, in Nagasaki, a woman asked 

him what she could do for her Buddhist parents. His answer was, 
"lf you have received the gift of the Catholic faith, this has definitely 
come about by the will of God. But your parents have smoothed 
the way for you by living true to their own beliefs. Perhaps without 
realizing it, they made you a religious person - a person capable of 
receiving the seed of faith. You cannot give your parents lectures. 
You should love them and treat them with great respect. What you 
can and should do is pray for them." And then he added, also for 
the benefit of a medical student who had asked him about the true 
source of happiness, "Make sure they see how happy you are, how 
content. Then they will ask themselves, 'Why is our daughter so 
much happier than she used to be?' They may even ask you. 1 pray 
to God that they will. And then you can say, 'lt's because 1 am a 
Christian.' And backing this up will be the example you give by how 
hard you work, how dedicated you are, how ready you always are to 
be at their service, how much you love them and help them." 

On the morning of September 15, 1978, in Segovia, my own father 
unexpectedly died. ( ... ) 1 received a letter from Don Alvaro, dated 
September 16. lt was a two-page letter in his unique expansive 
handwriting, with its long and elegant strokes. " ... Stay serene," he 
wrote. "Help your loved ones to be at peace in the midst of this great 
sorrow., and don't fail to offer up the pain of it also for me. Stay very 
united with the intentions of my Mass. 1, for my part, am always with 
you all - with you, your good mother, and everyone else in your 
family - with all my heart, and in a very special way at this time." 

24 

/Jttp:llbis/Jopa/varode/porflllo. wordpress. com 

He never got used to hearing such news, even when it started 
coming so frequently because, as he himself put it, "there are so 
many of us now." Despite his complete abandonment into the hands 
of Divine Providence, his heart never grew numb. At the beginning 
of September 1991, just after the ordination of several new priests 
in Torreciudad, he spent a few days in Pamplona. On one of those 
days, upon returning (shortly before suppertime) from visiting sorne 
of the women patients, he heard that two Opus Dei women in the 
United States had died. After praying for them, he said, "After a great 
joy there always comes a great sorrow. What can we do? These are 
blows - or rather caresses -from God." 

lt was with this deep humanity that Don Alvaro fulfilled his canonical 
role. Over and above his different legal and pastoral capacities, he 
was, as indicated in the Statutes of the Prelature, a teacher and 
father who truly loved everyone in the heart of Christ. He formed and 
enkindled them with a burning charity, gladly wearing himself out 
for them. This was the mainspring of his life, the focus of each and 
every one of his days, the kernel of his work and prayer. From 1975 
on, his h.eart just kept expanding; day by day he felt his affection 
grow. 

Covadonga O'Shea once asked Don Javier Echevarría what had 
been the greatest lesson he ever learned from Don Alvaro. "Without 
a shadow of doubt," he answered, "docility and simplicity. 1 have 
never seen a person more ready to serve others than Don Alvaro 
was. lf there was ever a person who knew how to love, and who 
succeeded in loving, according to the teachings of our founder, it 
was Don Alvaro del Portillo." 

One did not need to be in the Work to be aware of all this. The writer 
Vittorio Messori, who had interviewed Don Alvaro justa few months 
before his death, wrote in the 3/23/94 issue of the ltalian newspaper 
Corriere della Sera, "He really was a father, as they call him in Opus 
Dei. You felt like making your confession to him, instead of asking 
him questions." 

Extracts from Don Alvaro del Portillo: Bishop Pre/ate of Opus Dei, by 
Salvador Berna/, Scepter Publishers, Princeton New Jersey, 1999, 
Chapter 15. 
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Time for Others 
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www.doradelhoyo.org ( Testimonials) 

Maria Carmen Cominges first met Dora in Rome in Ju ne of 1957. 
They worked together from 1965 until March of 1996. 

"lf there is a virtue which especially characterized Dora, it was 
diligence. She used her time very well. 1 can still hear her saying, 
'Since 1 have a few minutes, 1 am going to use them to do this or 
that.' She was heroic right up until the end. She would always ask 
to be given more work, and when she began to lose sorne of her 
physical abilities-her sight, for example-she did simpler things, 
like darning socks or answering the telephone. 

"She loved people in both a human and a supernatural way. 
She gave them her time: forming and teaching them professionally, 
and giving them the benefit of her experience. Occasionally she got 
angry and scolded-only when someone was careless or lazy at 
work-but her anger never !asted long, and people never felt hurt. 1 
never knew her to be offended by anyone, orto bear a grudge. 

"She loved the Pope very much
whoever he was-and she always 
prayed for him and for the bishops. 
1 remember how excited she was in 
December of 1978 to attend the Holy 
Mass celebrated by John Paul 11 and 
to receive Holy Communion from his 
hands. 

"She tried not to call attention to 
_. herself and to pass unnoticed, and 

one time Saint Josemaria pointed 
this out to us. lt was March 24, 1974. 

Dora a/ways prayed forthe Pope The founder of Opus Dei was visiting 
Albarosa for the first time, a Center 
of Opus Dei which had just opened 

in Grottarossa, near Rome. Ali of us who lived in Albarosa had 
gathered together in order to be with him, and at one point he 
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noticed that Dora was missing. He asked us, 'Where is that 
daughter of mine who always wants to remain hidden?' Saint 
Josemaria took advantage of her momentary absence to praise 
her very affectionately." 

Maria Carmen Cominges 
Valencia, Spain 

The Quiet Piety of Dora 
24-05-2012 

The Sanctuary of Our Lady of Mentare/la, 
which Dora liked to visit. 

Amaia Mintegui met Dora in Rome, and lived with her until her 
death. She recalls that Dora "never made a show of her piety, but. .. 
she prayed the different parts of the Holy Rosary every day, often 
remaining for a long time on her knees before the Tabernacle. She 
had great devotion to the Blessed Virgin and she frequently asked 
others to accompany her on pilgrimages to Marian shrines in and 
near Rome." 

"She appeared very recollected when she received Holy Communion 
and when making a thanksgiving after Mass .... Many times she 
mentioned the great urgency she felt to pray for specific intentions 
which had been entrusted to her." 
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Favors granted through the intercession of 
Dora del Hoyo 

A Successful Meeting 

An important shareholder's meeting was 
approaching and we were all very concerned 
about it- not only because of the importance 
of the issues on the agenda, but also 
because of the professional and personal 
impact each decision would have on many of 

us. 

1 asked Dora to help me run a good meeting, 
not only from a professional point of view but 
also from the point of view of human relations, 
to help me to maintain that kind and charitable tone often dispensed 
with in these sorts of meetings. When all was said and done, many 
difficult decisions were made, yet the people who were affected 
by those decisions were taken into consideration. Sorne days later 
these people showed themselves to be very appreciative of the care 
with which these matters were addressed. 

1.L. (Spain) 

From the Same Town as My Mother 

My father had died a few months earlier, and my 
mother was becoming a bit forgetful. We were 
looking for a way to give her enough attention 
so that she could remain in her home, where 
she wanted to be, rather than move in with one 
of her children. We began to ask Dora to find 
a person who was completely trustworthy, who 
could give my mother the care and attention 
that she needed, and who was willing to stay 
overnight with her and take care of basic 
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housekeeping. At the same time it was important that her wages 
be within our financia! means. We asked everyone who had ever 
worked for us in one way or another, but everyone was already 
employed. Throughout the month of August we asked Dora more 
and more insistently each day, for this problem had to be solved by 
September 1- when all of her children had to go back to work. 

We spoke with a young woman who carne for an interview, and it 
turned out that she carne from the same town as my mother, and 
her grandmother had cared for my mother when she was a little girl. 
When my mother met her she was delighted that she was going to 
be her companion, being a very trustworthy person. At the same 
time her hours and salary were in line with what we had expected. 
We see the hand of Dora in this favor very clearly, and we are 
grateful for her intercession. Every day 1 ask her to continue to watch 
over this very delicate situation. 1 am convinced that Dora, with her 
vocation of serving and caring for others, watches over my mother 
and cares for her from Heaven. 

R.A.M. ( Spain) 

Orders delivered 

1 run a · small baking business from my 
home and was given a prayer card of 
Dora del Hoyo by my mother who is a 
member of the Work. 1 prayed to Dora 
daily asking for help in doing my baking 
work well and in getting orders. 

One Monday or Tuesday during the Christmas season of 2011, 
1 received an order for 26 cakes that were needed by Friday. 1 
accepted the order knowing that 1 would be baking non-stop. 1 had 
previously only received small orders and had been working with 
only a small hand-held mixer to bake my cakes. After receiving the 
order for 26 cakes, 1 started texting friends and family asking to 
borrow a Kitchenaid or stand mixer, but no one could lend me one. 
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The next morning 1 woke up and prayed a prayer card to Dora asking 
for help. lmmediately after 1 exited my room, 1 was informed by my 
mother that 4 women had offered to lend me their Kitchenaid mixers. 
1 borrowed 2 mixers and with the help of my siblings, 1 baked the 26 
cakes in two days have them ready by Thursday instead of Friday. 

1 have received many favors both small and big from Dora. She 
has answered my prayers in helping me get orders out of time and 
in making sure the quality of the work that 1 do is good. 1 am truly 
thankful for all the help she has given me and grateful for having 

been given a prayer card. 

C. D. (Philippines) 

Dora del Hoyo 
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Because of a book 1 read in prison 

J. A. 
September 17, 2012 

FRIE NOS 
OFGOD .._..., 

JlllF.lllAÚAf:!l('Rlt\ 

1 was 29 and had been in prison in Spain for 
two years after committing a crime. At that 
time 1 saw God as being very far from my lite. 1 
thought he was in heaven and 1 was on earth. 
The only thing 1 was clear about was that he 
did exist. 

1 had never heard of Saint Josemaria Escriva, 
until a nun, one of the Sisters of Charity, 
brought me a book called Friends of God. After 
reading it 1 can say that 1 was quite sure that 
God was not only in heaven but also on earth 
and within me. 

As a child 1 received a good 
Catholic education, but when 1 
was a teenager my friends would 
say, "God doesn't exist, don't be 
stupid, go for progress, get up to 
date ... " And 1 let myself be led. 
Sometimes you need someone 
to come and speak plainly, and 
that's what Saint Josemaria did 
for me through that book. 

1 realized how far 1 had cut God out of my lite and how 1 had cheated 
on him. 1 began to understand that God is nota just a number to cal! 
in emergencies, 1 discovered that 1 need to love him in good times 
and in bad, and keep him always by my side, because 1 can't do 
anything without him. 

Thanks to that book, 1 set out along a path that 1 have never 
regretted. 1 began reading all Saint Josemaria's books and lent them 
to other people in prison - and they didn't give them back! 
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. The World Youth Day Cross was 
carried through the prison. My heart 
was shaken to its depths, and there 
and then a dream was born, a fantastic 
plan to bring my sister, who was still 
living back in my country, to the World 
Youth Day in Madrid so we could both 
take part in it together. 1 was working in 

the prison laundry and earning very little money, but 1 saved it all up 
and began to plan seriously. 

At that point my sister was 20 and at university. She wouldn't be 
able to afford to come. My family broke up six years ago: my father 
deserted my mother and left her and my sister practically destitute. 
lt is true that he paid for my sister's studies, but only after a lot of 

pressure. 

With that goal, 1 put all my hope in the Lord, and after going without 
absolutely anything for a year, 1 managed to get the money together 
and sent it to her. She booked a place to come to the WYD in Madrid 
with the official delegation of the Bishops' Conference of our country. 
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When my dream seemed about 
to come true, 1 was refused 
permission to attend the WYD. 1 
had done 4 years of my 6-year 
sentence, and had 3 months left 
befare 1 was eligible for parole, 
when inexplicably the prison 
authorities, knowing that my sister 
was coming and that l'd saved up the money at the cost of great 
sacrifice, refused permission forno reason. 

Two months befare the WYD 1 was tearing my hair out. l'd written 
letters to the prison governor, the judge, the probation service ... 1 
explained my situation and how much 1 wanted to experience the 
WYD with my sister, after 4 years without seeing her or any of my 
family, since none of them are in Spain. 1 got no reply and was losing 
hope. The WYD was just around the comer and 1 was in despair. 
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At that point my sister began a novena to Saint Josemaria: 9 days 
of mortification, prayer and recollection, praying that 1 would get the 
permission 1 so desperately needed. 

1 was getting used to the idea 
that only my sister would be 
in Madrid in August; for me 
that was what mattered. But 1 
couldn't help feeling frustrated 
inside that after so much effort 
and self-denial 1 wouldn't be 
able to be there with her and 
would have to content myself 
with seeing her for two hours 
through a window. Such a long 
journey just for that. 

Then the miracle happened. The day after my sister finished the 
novena, the tenth day, 1 was told that the probation service had 
decided to authorize me to go out on parole for the six days of the 
WYD so that 1 could go to Madrid and meet my sister there. 

1 just couldn't believe it, but at last 
the date of the WYD arrived and 1 
saw my sister again. The high point 
of that week was the youth encounter 
with the Pope at Cuatro Vientos. 
That night, 1 decided not to keep God 
waiting any longer; 1 decided to give 
my life to him, to live for him alone. To 
live in holiness, to sanctify my work, 

and my studies, which 1 took up again; and to sanctify my life and 
other people's. 

Saint Josemaria has taught me how to live: that man made me 
react and 1 owe him much of what 1 am. He formed me spiritually 
and taught me to cleanse myself interiorly, to forgive, to say sorry, 
to forgive myself, and he taught me that Jesus Christ is really our 
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friend, our Father, and that he loves us more than anyone. Befare 
1 met Jesus 1 had nothing and was nothing. Now 1 am happy, and 
thanks to him my life at last makes sense. 

Now 1 have finished my sentence and come back to my country, a 
different person from what 1 was when 1 first went to prison. All of it is 
thanks to God, who took my life to rebuild it again. Now that 1 have 
given my life to him 1 am preparing to enter the seminary if that is 

God's Will. 

Friends of God 

Joan Levy Earle is an author and artist, who works as Associate Editor of 
the Canadian Messenger of the Sacred Heart magazine in Toronto. She 
writes about how the writings of St. Josemaria have he/ped her in her daily 

life. 

July 19, 2012 

All of my life 1 had never pursued financia! success; whether it was 
during my years teaching young girls dance and baton twirling, 
spending time painting or freelance writing. Making money was 
never my main motivation during my creative pursuits; 1 was simply 
answering the call of my soul. 

As 1 began to learn about Opus Dei, 1 finally understood that my way 
of thinking was allright as it followed that of St. Josemaria Escriva, 
the founder of this institution, who expected his followers to seek 
God's will and to serve Him first in their chosen profession. 

Operating our family stationery-bookstore provided me the gift of 
friendship with Marie and Fred, and Jock, who introduced me to the 
writings of St. Josemaria Escriva. A year later, 1 attended a directed 
Opus Dei retreat at the Manoir du Beaujeu in Quebec with Mary. 

Then, Viriginia visited my home and sorne women friends gathered 
to watch an introductory video on Opus Dei. The next day, one friend 
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returned to my store and exclaimed: "Is that it? 1 enjoyed getting 
together last evening. Could we do this again?" 

And so, on the feast of the presentation of Mary, Nov.21 st, 2000, 
our women's group was founded. We called ourselves: Friends of 
God, borrowing the name from one of Escriva's books. We created 
a mission statement and decided to meet every other week for one 
hour. 

Our statement read: "To find God's purpose for each of our lives; 
To hear His call to service in the workplace; To accept the vocation 
He has chosen in complete abandonment to providence and His 
Holy Will; To strengthen our faith life by encouraging one another; 
To share with one another our similar goals; To grow in Faith, Hope 
and Charity through the study of the Word and Blessed (now Saint) 
Josemaria Escriva's spirit in his writing and their application in our 
daily lives. Amen. 

The format for these meetings was simple: an opening prayer to 
the Holy Spirit, a prayer to St. Josemaria Escriva for enlightenment, 
a decade of the rosary and then random readings from the three 
small meditation books of St. Josemaria Escriva, The Way, Forge 
and Furrow. We discussed the chosen meditation and its effect 
on our lives, and when the hour was over, prayed a closing prayer 
and went our separate ways. We kept our group to a maximum of 
seven ladies, which allowed each of us a few minutes of personal 
expression. Anything discussed at the table was considered 
confidential. 

4~'1jj.tlr~ 
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The first group gave birth to a second group a few weeks later and 
so as the catalyst, it was an added bonus that once each week, 1 

was able to participate in a women's faith reflection. We disbanded 
after eighteen months as we did not want to become a social group 
and we had started to become more acquainted and attached 
to each other. lt was decided that our meetings had served their 
purpose by strengthening each other's faith lives. The fruits of those 
meetings later astounded ali of us. 

For myself, praying with these friends of God provided support when 
1 was suddenly widowed just six months later. One member of the 
group lost a young son-in-law, another helped a daughter through 
cancer, another suffered the separation from her daughter, while 
several others felt more able to overcome their daily struggles. The 
inspiration of St. Josemaria's writings continued to inspire ali of us as 
we went our separate ways. 

Living in a small community did not give us the opportunity of 
sharing in an official co-operator's monthly reflection. Our formation 
as a Friends of God small group provided us with encouragement 
from one another, most of whom were daily communicants. One 
participant was a non-Catholic, well-versed in scripture and who 
eagerly joined in with the prayers to Our Lady. 

For myself, St. Josemaria continues to guide and direct my path. 
His teaching never fails to correct me when 1 feel distracted and the 
joy of his smile, when 1 look at his face on a prayer card each day, 
reminds me that living in God's presence is the key to finding my 
way home to heaven. 

Joan Levy Ear/e has wrítten severa/ booklets on the rosary, a book 
called Jack's Farm about her lite as a widow and, Train Ride to 
Destiny, the story of her remarriage which was inspired by Our Lady 
Her latest book: The Road Home. 
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Favors granted through the intercession of 
St Josemaria Escriva 

Very Old Music from the Very Young St Josemaria Escriva 

1 am writing this message on the very special day of June 26th in 
order to thank St. Josemaria Escrivá for his intercession before God 
and for the tremendous blessing with which 1 have been granted. 

Two years ago 1 had a dream about beginning a performing music 
group for children which would specialize in recorder music of the 
15th-18th centuries. Beginning such a group was challenging but 
my prayers to St. Josemaria were certainly heard and answered. 
Two years later we now have a splendid group of 12 young players 
aged 8 through 12 who have performed in six different cities, played 
numerous concert programmes and have won two awards for their 
musical achievements. 1 also am blessed with having an amazing 
and supportive group of their parents who are behind everything that 
wedo. 

Our group is known as the Musica 
Antiqua Children 's Recorder Consort 
and although it is not a paying "job" 
for me the joy of directing this very 
unique ensemble has proved extremely 
rewarding in many other ways. 1 am 
extremely proud of what these young 

people have accomplished in just two short years and 1 sincerely 
thank St. Josemaria Escrivá for his intercession on our behalf. 

J.J. V., Ontario (Ganada) 
July 17, 2012 
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A little favor that made a big difference to me 

1 run a bed-and-breakfast. One 
Saturday evening sorne people arrived 
far a party in my village, and asked if 
they could have breakfast late next 
morning. Now next morning was of 
course Sunday, and the problem was 
that we only have one Mass in our 
village, at 11 o'clock. So 1 asked them 
if they could have breakfast at 1 O 
because of Mass. That Sunday 1 had 
more people arriving far my rooms, 
so 1 had to make the beds and clean 
the bathrooms befare the next guests 
arrived. 1 had injured my arm in an 
accident and so 1 was working much 

more slowly. So 1 entrusted Saint Josemaria with the organization of 
that whole day, which was looking really problematic. The first set of 
guests carne down far breakfast even earlier than arranged, so 1 was 
able to start the cleaning early and get to Mass on time. 

1 often think of the importance given to work in the home in Opus 
Dei, and 1 know how important it was far Saint Josemaria. So 1 

always do my very best far my guests, thinking of him. Thank you, 
Saint Josemaria, 1 really did appreciate your support that day. 

M. L. S., France 
July 16, 2012 
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Special Feature: There be Dragons 

Successor of St. Josemaría speaks about the film "There Be 
Drago ns" 

From Rome 

March 27, 2011. The director Roland Joffé traveled to Rome to 
present his film on St. Josemaria Escriva at the Vatican. The 
film takes place during the Spanish Civil War. Among those in 
attendance, were those who knew St. Josemaría befare he died in 
1975. 

Josemaria Escriva with Javier Echevarría in Rome, 1950 

Bishop Javier Echevarría, Prelate of Opus Dei 

"This film served to remind me of the thousands of priests, from 
years past but also the current generation, they spend their lives with 
joy in the service of souls, in the service of society." 

Roland Joffé, Director, "There Be Dragons" 

"He said that you didn't only find God in church, you faund God in 
everyday life, and 1 took that very seriously. 1 thought it was a very 
wonderful thing, but what happens if everyday life is a civil war? 
Where is God in a civil war?" 
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Joaquin Navarro-Valls, former Spokesperson of the Holy See 

"The last five years of his life 1 lived with him. 1 remember, it was 
clear, even when he was an older person, his great sense of humor. 
And 1 would say this is one thing in the film that you can see." 

Card. Giovanni Chelli 

"I think you see a large amount of what was the spirit of St. 
Josemaria Escriva. He had a very strong character, we were very, 
very good friends and when 1 carne to Rome he would always invite 
me to Viale Bruno Buozzi to have lunch with him. 1 loved him very 
much and 1 hope that he also !oves me now." 

Card. Julian Herranz 

"lt's a very timely message, because it speaks to what is necessary 
to have true peace, which is how to live and to forgive, because this 
is something that's necessary." 

************** 

''There Be Dragons," is a movie far Catholics and non-Catholic a/ike, 
that doesn't seek to change any opinions on the conflict of the war. 
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