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fl~n:IJ1jf$~fi*ITTA.~-{''f~fl**f±é 
- l~~~8/;_¡:f9:• 0 tlBITTl:l~-fi1~'1í~~31!fü 

ITT? M*R~~ttm-@!fü•·•Mm~~~~fl~±&•A.ITT~º~ 
~-1i!:~~~!lf5~ITTft± 0 

~~m~-~~~·§mmtt~~s•~~~~-~•oo~~~º 
~~Jl:~•oofi~m~~1t11 1 

~-~ITT~~fi~~~m~Ttt~rfirnBJ~rfi~*JITT$ 0 ~~~ 
~El m~5t~ · ~g~~tt~1tt-~1J,8!;_¡$_t · ~!ff±1:J1J~~~U~tB* 0 IE~DtlB 
~-~53--• : J.,J~*Mt~llUA. 0 

( ~B2 • "Una luz encendida" • ffiti,~1~~8/;_¡~fi A.Palabrat~1~ º ) 
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~~~1CJ~ft~±t~~~~~m 

2011410F.J 11 El· i;t9.5'i!Hl±fR0i7B~~x-15 · OSJLiifíff~~7~,•±*é 
§ffi%~M~W•Bft±ITTA.±·mm-m~•~W•Bft±vMti~$ 
1[81;_¡•*4 o 

2012 43F.l17El 

i;t--~~±fR~~ffi~±*é&~+ 
.f-~iliié ( Holy Cross) Pff~fü1i 

§ ±*é§ 1i!:%~M~ 1ilI•Bft±~ 
200441F.l1 o El ~~1~ · t$lEl~NDtfH! 
~~·~mfü!l~~-~~ITT~~ 0 § 
l:l~~~ · tt~i~l&iUlfal1fü1tt- · ~~~ 
~ffiSWW•Bft±-~~53-ITT±*é 
fü~R~@~•~ITTA.±•~~-·~ 
31i±t!!,~~~~ ~~-~~IDiX81;_¡-~ o 

~~~® ~~ · ttfP~~&Hl~mfi 
~~ 0 f~~I~~~~rJJ*~~f~ • ft 
~~§mB~~~-#~W•Bft± 
(Salvadora del Hoyo Alonso) r v~~JIJ 
~J o 

~ll:t · tt~~fíff~~+.+~iliié&±*éITTfü1i*!ll1l,1,[l,~ · ~~ff~~~ 
~IEOO~~OO·W~~rvm~~J$1r~MITT•M·W&W•Bft±~ 
mw&~~*A.&~~••ITT•m~x#·~~•••~~~oo0i7B·~ 
~~~ffim~·fi~~-•~ffiEm 0 

2011410Fl11El •*I,~ 

+ *5*fl±f~ 
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~~nm~m~1-t-rm~~~,~n~ 

~""F~~ 

a~f±HO 

m~~><:1~ 

ftfP~#a~BQ]if: · •JH- ;J;:1J\~1~ · ft)~~tl 
~ofi-~•JXffi~~~~~~*···~~~ 
~~··*·~~•x·M*@~ft~~-·~ 
ft~~U~~~~ 0 -Míl•·U•~7·M~ 
9 íl 1 4 El '± ~ ~ .::t-::f.Hl O:l§J~IJ ~ El · ft fJJ t.l#l :fff 
m·M*~~·-~Dft%·MM~ft~·*~ 
~~±~1\E 0 ~~1m · ~ñ~M~$ ! 
C. P. · [§"P)I3f 
201242íl 138 

ft~~.::fffi~-~-·~·@~5~&2~~~.::f 
&~~-~~~~7o~fil·JX~~~··*•• 
@1±M~~~~m7ft 0 m1±·ft~~.::fffi~•ffi 
ff~D~JJ · ~f~1J\~lli**±lli::f-• · '±5!1~~F*'~ 
~o 

J.R.I • ~~ 
201242íl9El 

m~ftIT1±~W~~ft%*m®ITT-00%M~~ 
tJ~ 0 Eil ~ftf P~ l&Jfülli ~ flJi ~ ~ iHi±lli ~R~ ~ fi5 
WfüU'2!)ij5~ A± · 7t~~Hf-fl3~~·*R'±~F5! 

- ~~$#ITT~% 0 ~·~~&~~·ft~~@9T 
ffifi0X·ITTmW~*m®ITT%MfilB1±@~ITT 
~n5~m*-W·•@~~*~$&®$mW~ 
•·•~u~~ 0 fi•·~ft1±m$dITrtm 

~$~~·fi~~~ffE~~~ffifi~0X·~·~~ft·~~-~7 
-fü 0 ft1±M%~M·~~~~~-~m~~·~•~m~::f~~W9 
M)Jm7 - fü 0 t.l~~::f~1J\$ · ltSJ~~D*ftfP~~~;J;:J1><.1~?ff~ITT0X · ~ 
::f1~/f'Eilt.l~f~%MITT~fi5±lli~~tl~~-~~- · ITT*IJ~ITT~f,,9&•Jffi 
~·**~::f~~ft~~-~ 0 ~%•·ft~~~~~~~~ffifiITT0 
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(Translation) wwwjosemariaescriva.info (Reader Write) 

X·Rm~~M::f~~mfüM~ITTX#·ltSJ~ftffim~ITT$~/f'~~~o 
~~ · f~E~mfü~~~~filit~i~7 · ~14:::f*~1JgITT$ 0 ~ITT · t.l~~ftott 
-~~ITT$ 0 1tSlfil·ft~~~El~~-•·~m@~::f~~m&@~~~ 
t.l~fü?ff~ITTX14: 0 

ft~fift~~~~~~~••*•~OOftB••·@ftW~~@~M~ 0 

ffiUftü~-~~-~~~~··*·~~mx·~~~±•·~~•& 
~-*•• 0 1±~--$-~·JX~-~~7ft•o 
~-;};:~7-~~F*~tJJá"J~~Mt~ft 0 ~filiF~9~1J~füx14:~ · ftMmt.l~ 
M/f'Rffl~~~$~·@~k~~í\7°@nw~~ffifix#·~~­
Ij 0 ftffif*filim>~fi!M~$~:1Joi1mm · ltSJ~ftü~RWJ~e~~utrtlt 0 

ft~MftITT**·ffi~~~--~~-~-~~·~·::f~mITT 0 @~ft 
ITT*•mfü•~x#~ff~#-~ITTBM·ltSlfilft+ft~~~~···@ 
~$m~~M~·~~-#~*ITT~$-~ 0 

J.L.G.M • iffili)I3f 
201241íl26El 

~-T~@~ 

ftITT~.::f-22f~íl * · /f'JlijílZ*iffi 0 ft:fffm · @ 
W::f~~~ 0 ft~-~~···~E~-=f-Eí\ 
Cfi'm'&-é- *-"*él:\l':!§E3~'"'"1ilE'SI fill(;~é.f.::¡;: 
ft1Am P<. ' 'fA.iiT>'L s ~ 17fJ..7ó1l..i1.J.B.·1;J 11,.'J' 

0 ,g,,R:!ifL.1\.. 

± ·ftITT~.::t-meIT *ílZ*iffi 0 ft~fil·~~ 
~~~fili~~'~'H · ~~~ñíM~$ 0 

:Rt~tllWÍ 
201241íl23 El 

f±~II@.A~!l~ · 1tt!.If~ft~ ! 

u-~**~~••~uftm·@ftfim~~ 
~±ITTAm·~ft~WEH 0 1±ft~~~*% 
~~~·@&~-~7JX 0 JXtt~7I~o~ 
~Q]if:~~.::f-~~~% 0 ft~~~mm~~º 
~7~-W·ft~~~~~~•$ 0 1±ftraA 
~@~~ • fili~IW7ftá"J-a* 0 ~~ ! 

L. J., 5~~~~ 
2012 41íl21 El 
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~~~ñffi~-B'g1-t~ñ'ñ~~é'g,~~ 

~P~B'gf~~Ji;@ 

2011~10J=l248 

Bernardo M. Villegas t~± • ~~~Manila Bulletin Publishing Corporation 

l 

MM·~#,5~·~%M,MM·M#M 

ü~~-~~~~·kfil~A+~ftffit+~ft~•~~w•e~••* 
w}· ~,~,(David Lean) á'9*~N~S~*D1lli1~t±Wjil~)*)*o.&~I 0 

nt.l~-1{&'1~á'9~J=\-1ª9D «fí5íll*mi» ' «~6J:t1L1Sá'9~f#EWf)) , «~EL:m 
•~»,«mm~~» ·~®·~~~ü-ftft-~•fil~*~-~~• 
•m~• 0 ••~-~~~~J=\-m~~~-wr~~m~••••· ~~ 
(Roland Joffe)~A• · {{~f¡=@i ((,xJ<5~~)) ' U9:~six~:%)) W ((W:~:tm 
r!J)) o 

THEf' F BE,... 
DPJ_G01J~ 

7ft.""" 2J¡'_ '3,E; í:._1:-, -++- '§ ~ í:.121 ~ '~ .¡, J.I:~ fa!!;" 
/,,,11u ' ~a1*.I · 11{:i~F~ /~''"e.' ~ /íJ,\JJD- -=-l~ 

m•~-~~ 0 ü@ffi1ª~~~~~~ 
$·-~1ªfi~;~~a~tt·M~~ 
-~~W~~~~-~~$~~Att~ 

*º 
2JI'- 'ªª tf.-i-++- '§'6 E3 :i:i¡;rih-ª-" a ""ª" 90 "'1' 
#JEl*I · ,.<'J~F~1~:EIX;f11 ¡:c.1 'ª'"~JE ?Tu,c,,;ry¡, 

~~,, (There Be Dragons) • ~~-1~• 
~Wf · PH!!Mtl ~~Manolo ~i!]B)I~lÍil!Wá'9pg'XS~$$~*D~Aá'9 

~$ 0 E+MWk~Aü~:%~•s• 
~1ª~~~~~~~$•ti~ 0 ~@~$~mw~~m,~~ffi~~,~ 
m&•~~-ffiJ~·-@~K~~~;ffQ~~·~*~~ffi~~~-MA 
1L,1 á'9 !ti~~ o 

16 

www. therebedragonschinese. blogspot. com (JUJJ) 

üwww.josemariaescriva.info*~M~fr~BJ "jl?g)jiX~~" (There Be 
Dragons) ~~~-~ º 

-m*~tim•~R*~~•ffi~·nmwr*i!!im~m~-*1ª•~~•• 
á'9:g: · ~'.l~±ili~I~1mt.i~11LitfitMá'9)(~,~~~~~1m~±~, 1ª~~~G~~ 
-~*~º~-ffi~OO~~m~2)(~~~~A~W~~·•m•~~-
000@~m~2~)(~~~~~~ffi~~---·~~~i!!iffi~ft~~­
@J1J\~ · ffD-ª1llifF~~~xa'lfff:& · strm~~-f~~¡¿ 0 

~ffD~A~~~~~~~~mM·~~--~~s±*••~k±·m~ 
-1~ü~fi~J1I 1t*o~tHjE 8 *'-H%$~1t~mM · ffiJ,~~~&UfüJ\ s 
~•tm.EE ~Lá'9iZ!f P,JI~ pg ~á'9 )ME)~~ 0 

~•ffi~••~m~••~~~ffi~~m~@i)(~~m•~~m~ffi~ 
~~·Bmü@~~~~~w~~•mffi@•·W~~~@~•w~m 
t! º ,~~~-~$~ r 
-=n:~ ( 't±) E3/,~~ ~l'IE.J il),,.¡:¡ :EIX1~m' 

1ffi:-1~K?g~~-~!Ui 
f!W 0 

2-g, il:f( - ª? ±: ~j¡I:; y :Et fJ.l.i ~ 
~l=lP E§,,,'J1v7Gl?P:l J ,,,. ...... ~J:±:. * ITT ffl f$ ~ ;J: k ITT ~Tt 
El 0 F:§ª?nJ;i-+-;!;rh El 'i!'li'9D 
¡LJ\ E§,,.)=ly~-'J..::t:..~:l(E;:;:a,,~, 

ITT i~ !ll ~ m · mu~Hm A 
ITTA~iiií~lm~tffi'.K?g 

ITTA 0 EM · f.\"J~~-­
ff~~ § 2~1~ r 1':tlá'9 
~~~ffiffl~ J ' tffi'.~~ 
f!$J[?gfflf$á'91~~~ 
~ pfT ~ i}J ' ffij qg ff!@¡ ~ 
~~-~$A• 0 ~1iBH!$ 
í:.121 a:,,..; . r m a =~M ,,,,,,,J:EaJL . ~ ' JEw?--m 
R*~i-"'.:Z o 
JrjJ/J:::..111~ J' J 

~nílH!~~fl~~fr~~é"JDVDflJ'HjJ 7 {tf2¡jk¡1L,,5! 

••·~n••m-~mM~1ª•~~--~~~~@•*~·@M~~ 
~~º 

2&~1má'9~~Ji:á'9~-~~1ª•±*•~u~mA~DVD ' -f~1~:t:ft~ü-1~1'.x 
~A•W~000~9$·~~~~--~~-ffi~±~~fi~·~~~­
~~-~)(am~&fl0~--~qgm.@-~$~fi~~-:t:A·ff0-ª 
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1'2::E3F*11H~to ~tJJ~lM/;J ~G- 0 

EM · ~'9~~-~~-{~3~*~1im1~%Jacob Epsteiná/;Jit:Y- ' {j]fll:J~{~A 
'ti{Lái;¡*~ifil@Jli~~ 0 lE~D{lliif*~~ : r ~1iBH!$:tE1, § 21R1:Hth81;¡1:il: 
~ , ?J)\jEJ, § 21Rü~~G-81;¡1:il:~ ; {lliI.lMl:l~ft~pJT~ál;¡ieitA 1181;¡-V~ 0 J 

{lli7J\"&fü§*X~l1@A:'.±.5%8/;J~ft~ITD, ~~,~-·, ~B~~~l.liJA!lttt, fü 
~fl!li~1~§ ffi~~ái;¡ , 1'2::E/!'9~A~?flJtili~&1Wrm~fülil.liJA 0 

~~-·flAüAtt~~~~ITD~*ái;¡~JRgm~···~nMT~~~ 
a,~~~-~~$~~~A~-~~tt,fü@~-@•#,@~§2~ 
•*º~~~~@ílái;¡m~,~•-w~~~~••~~~ffi~m~~• 
ál;¡HM,U&m~w~~-·m•ái;¡Aái;¡~~·@~T*•~T-*~~ 
fNái;¡JtifllJ ' ~1ifüt!$~ 
!tq:i•~ál;¡fl!3 ~z- , 
{lli 1P~ :tí~ ITD fl ü ~1 ]i¡fü 81;¡ ~ 
1JzT , {~:'.±.nMi:~ái;¡ 
tR1! o ••. ~'9~~fi~ 
~U~ái;¡~~1~üfilL~ 
{{ái;¡~- o 

{l]pfT ~ •?flJ-fil.~ ~ ~ 
1ifüt!$1± ~ ~xW3 ¡.,9 ~A 
.=E~ M ~- "b. 'h i- f)..h 
':[X .?# oj n ~ , 1:x.. ~tt ~ 
~?flJ~~ 0 "KP.B*X~ ~JI· :%R:mfrrJJ)9l:~ñfü~i¡j 
~,, (There Be Dragons) 
~~+- íl füü~Mt~ 
_t~ 0 ~fl"~•~~9B~ti:~m~~•~•ái;¡!i%, w~oq:i*, W3~tD3F7tM 
~~'~*-@@~ái;¡m~ 0 •~#~8i;¡~~~~T~,•~~üq:i~fü 
~ái;¡~~_t,C~-fil.•*~gái;¡~~º 

Hic sunt dracones~1§1/f'~á/;J:'.±.5%~Mfü~Aá/;Jil~Hslt;Jffü~l~/f'~á/;J 
&m 0 m••M· ~nffim·~ft~~mMITDfl~q:¡~r•nJ~'~ 
~~~:5ti.ml\:tt=+ill~23F*f~H~ái;¡1l1JLtD3FAmái;¡~tt11~q:i ' ][?f1J91'2 
ál;¡tlfr~•~-• 0 EM·~n~~~-~~~~--~-~~-ái;¡A 
)-*~81;¡~'!1~1J5e , ~1.liJ~~~PJI~~-B~ 0 r ft&B~~;?-;t~~1ifüt!$• 
-~•tt::tE1,~~~~mMftál;¡A~~-Att1L,®/f'~·-~~~A' 
~·-~fil.~@A~~ái;¡AºJ ~-@~'!~~~~~~-ffi~'!B~ 
~ffimál;¡: r~~,~••@~,1t;J~®~1'~m§2:tt•*•ºJ•• 
ái;¡m-m~m~~~m~,~·•~~•81;¡~ 0 
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~~~tf:U~IJt-~~ 

-~!R.~ 

r~m~:'.±.:ft~~-~mu~~~~ffi7~$-~ 0 •@~W31Wtt~• 
-mM~,%~@ftffiftál;¡~:Y-~~7M~ 0 ft~~-@ft~ 0 ~@M~ 
%~ft : r ü{~Jüifi~~z1W , 1mmw:~-~ "KP.B*X~~,, (There Be 
Dragons)~fl"~•~ 0 ü~1.ll:M~ái;¡~~T 'fttDftái;¡~:Y-:ti:T~~fl"~• 
~ 0 ·~-~~~,ft~W~/!'~• 0 tt~fflTg•~~~#$M,1t;J~ 
tt~g•~mM/f'ü~tt~~~~-~,rm~tt~*~m~M~mtt~~ 
1L,1)-*~ái;¡ w ~~ .Il 0 ~J:Eái;¡i~~m:ffü~ft{P~ § 2~ 0 lt;JJJ:tft{P~~k.W)íü~ 
ái;¡h@ái;¡•II~ , ~fü~ft{P~ § C,~81;¡ w ~~ .Il , M/f'~ ~-~~{tt$ 0 ft{P~ 
-~~~~~~:'.±.-{~1J\mO.lJ " 

-- Enrique Lorenzo ( lffJ!)JJJ) , ~~--l'F!ZI!,,EJ~+B 

f3R~~ñtl!1~ · Rlm~iflif-~± 
ftfíj\~je "KP.B*X~~,, (There Be Dragons)if@:1N~-VNP*'2111Jl~fü , ft 
~ft~ál;¡}'X?f1J1L,1q:i-][~}'Xá/;J r ~~ J 7 ° ftüManolo~{~fl!3~q:¡~?flJ § 
2°aft~Rfi+Ea~~~:ti:ill~'ft9~@-eái;¡m~ 0 ~~ft~~ 
1'2::t,1t;J~ttm~~~~fü_tn~~ái;¡:-@~•:'.±.,*~'~•,• 
~!litt§ft,OOAA,•~tt/f'~-~,~-·m-@~~~-·*~ft8 
~o ft/j'Sjj á~1tML1'2~:tE1,~~;iE? ~R~1 sa ! ~1tM:\fül!fil:81;¡,A_ 
W/f'~~®~~fü:Y-?_t1'2m~~-fil.*~ái;¡Aüfü_t,;?-;t•~~-·­
e , ~fü_t:tJo)~-~6~1L,1°~1tm1'2::t~~~?f1J1'2~?1'2~f.l/f'~!f-*Xñ 
)~~~-81;¡~ A~~ ? fü~ft~ílJManolo~{~fl!3~81;¡~~~ ' ft~~i:JSJ.l á ' 
~~•*1ff9: réJ 1'2::E o B1=1'2~?flJ ál;¡~fl"~ -~~g~ ft1L,1fj_-fil.±_l~8~ 81;¡ 
'~®o -®§+/\atJ1f~)9~tl:lI~~ái;¡®•' l:l~zMái;¡ft~3F*~toX 
81;¡ º I~:ttttett?f1J1L,1q:i-][~ttITT*~ , sttoo~i:l:t:ITDflt:: º ~s/;J3Fm~~ 
z~tz:rz~ª? 
1-!=i ¡:¡p E'E!u'.i'v o 

--Ana A., ~~--JF-,,EJ~+flB 

+ J"\~1~ · ~xílX~Rá'Yt~~~ 
ft3Fm~~Roland JoffétáT~fl"~•~ 0 ft9441 a , 1ª8~1 B4>9~to 
G-:mm~~ 0 ~tt•~23arm~43•~ . ~~~tott~~ái;¡~M~~~ 
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-W~~·~ftft~fl~~~A~ 0 ft-~-~~~M 0 IT~-~ffi~· 
a$~~~~~·$~1±·~~2°IB®~*·ft-~~ ~~IB$~-
'+'+'ª ~-hW 1+1"'.b.*-±.At;"°'c0~*-.!Sl:S:ZS 41)!-~-h¡j.,.g_,r.,~~.,.p,.*-nf.-i"°'c0~ *--;§" 
)z;: /i:::i 1~ 11A 5R ' !& /¡¡\!J -rA.i /f' F.h:i J.il' w'T-. -JAJ !,;aj. i'f'>t ' mw:,." !>(~ ~ .iA ll:!J' _>j<. 'fA.i J:l ~ 1m w?-. ' J...AV ~ 

81•$-~ 0 m1±tt~~~U~~IBOO~~·~~T~·ftOO~~HJ:ft~ 
m 0 ttlli~~-~•m 0 ~~-~$! 

-- Lucía Morales, ~~--í:FfZJJ.fj-8 

~~~@1*7 ······~@J~U~~~tltfil 

r$ff·ft~IBffi81§81~~ffi*~~*-#$ 0 ~~·-®**•~81 
~±~~Tft@ft~81$ 0 @ft~-~~~T-W~~·ftOO~U~·· 
~-~*T~@~*T·~~~81~m-~®~ 0 IB®R*·~~rr~m 
±ili*~T "Jl?'iE8-X~i"." (There Be Dragons)IB'i1~-~ 0 ~iel-)~ · ~~ 
~*T-~•~n~m·~~@~~~HI•m~ 0 m1±~~-00~~81 
A' ~751JT 1-)Má1t.l~@]~ o IB11L7t~~Fm••M'~ ~' ~ft{~fm~m• 
~1m~11=IB'i1~~ g- 0 J 

--Rafael Majadahonda ( i!!iJ/15.f) , ~~--í:Ffl!JfJ+.liB 

~~~~Á~~? 

r~oo~~~J\(8-X~~~~·Ema.gB~~-~81m•J\)kR 
1iiU•~llii · afmfP~1±iHi~1tM~Rl~ T "Jl?'iE8-X~i"." (There Be 
Dragons)IB'11~•~ 0 ffilfP~~U~~-:g~~~fü~;f(~Tl::E1t~~I00811t~ 
J\~)~DJJ~Uá1•~ · ~~~~~A~ 0 ··~*1115R1~ · *~~~~i*IM~ 
T · .R~ffilfP~fí?1±~11Lk~tlJ 0 tt~~*i"9ffilfP~~~g8IB'11~•~ 0 ~q:i 
-OO@~m: r*gBT·ft~~*~~~~~~IBMff81Á 0 J 

-- Sean , ~~--í:Ffl!JfJ+-a 

moo~E~~n~~~-@~~~A 

~~1m · Roland Jotté · 1mtm~-f~ff J\M~•~llii · -v~~--f~]l:!ff 
81J\·~~@]!!~~~s·•~281•m•~•~~·~~m~81°~-
00IT~81~~·~~•m*- ®•N°&~·~-m~-OO~IT~81~ 
~ . ~~~~iJ~~-®mU···1ªIB:tfa11~m~~m1~81 º Mt~1mr8TIB'i1~ 
IBM~~81-~ 0 

--José Ignacio , ,t¡gf,f/.Je. ( i!!iJ/15.f) , ~~--fF.-fj -+a 
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~Bfrr~~aí}~iSM~-~ 

r ft~JjiJgB•~q=i~AfM~ii!~D-f~ftJ\*1±0~~~ · ~~t.l~f~ftJ\81 
~Mt.l~-- 0 -~*~~ñfü~ii!m~-f~ D' 32~ .!! 81±ili1J~ tí? ( 1±~.R ~ -
mis9810mf1\J) · ffilfl~~Fm~~ · 1ª~:sL*H&~~M:1&~~±ilitE*eTIB 
oo~•••~mw81m~ 0 IB-•m~T•-OOJ\(~M~&mW~) 
-oo®~~81m~:~~~•~u~tt~~ ~~81~~*~~$m·ffi 
& · ftf P~ff!l-J-Jm~3i811Li1*&~mftf P~ J\~~81 ~~ ~li · 1±00fl-®~~ ~gt_~ 
~tt~•~81m~~·~~~m81•~ºJ 

-- Greg Coyne /f/35( 

r ;~ J ~~~CJi!Sl:~Á~ 

Charlie Cox~lJ.~5lWf*)\ • 1±~~q:i~~~litM!$81~~ • ~~ff~2~ : 
r1±~IB'i1~-~81~~$ · ftfDx±•••, fD~.±á1~1l-~1~iU@* 
812&~ 0 J 1&~J\t~1±~lifüt~ii!á1*~~kMTffilfP~á1~m · ta1i~IB'i1~-~ 
flffilfP~J\~81~1i 0 1-J~~Aq=iftf~~m : r tt-~q:iW1±ii~*~i?-tt 
81-eJ:• · · · 1±1i~ 1\ B t.l~~ · ft815~~~W~M~~tt1J5!*~i?-~ · ~1± 
t.l~~Bg¿kft8-;t~ ]' "Jl?ggt~~" (There Be Dragons) 0 ft>R~*~*~ 
ñllim$81M• 0 film~OO~·ttfl~.R~~~ff81@m 0 tt8m~Ttt81 
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Election of Msgr. Alvaro del Portillo as St. Josemaria's 
first successor 

June 3, 2009 

Three months after St Josemaria's death on June 26, 
1975, Msgr. Alvaro del Portillo - "Don Alvaro" - was 
elected to succeed him at the head of Opus Dei. 

No one was surprised when, on September 15, 1975, 
Don Alvaro was unanimously elected as the founder's 
successor. He himself later said to the electors, "You 
have chosen to place the burden of the Work upon 
the shoulders of this poor man, and 1 know why. 1 well 
know that 1 am worth nothing, that 1 can do nothing, 
that 1 am nothing. You did this because you knew that 1 
spent more time than anyone else with our Father, and 
you wanted continuity. You have not voted for Alvaro 
del Portillo; you have elected our Father." Don Alvaro 
first met St Josemaria in July 1935 and from then on was constantly with him. 

That same day, September 15, just before one o'clock in the afternoon, he went 
down to the crypt of Our Lady of Peace. lt was the first visit he made to the tomb 
of the founder since being elected as his successor. When he entered, all those 
present stood up as a sign of respect. Don Alvaro gestured towards the tomb and 
said, "Where there is a skipper, a sailor doesn't give the orders. And the skipper 
is here." Then he knelt down, kissed the marble slab and said, "Ask him to be 
the one to direct the Work, from heaven, and to have his successors be just his 
instruments and nothing more." 

Bishop Alvaro del Portillo used to quote "with great delight," as he himself put 
it, the advice that Pope Paul VI had given him during his first audience after 
the death of Monsignor Escriva. "He encouraged me," he would say, "to have 
always the most absolute fidelity to the founder's spirit. He said to me in a very 
assured and enthusiastic tone of voice, 'Always, whenever you have sorne matter 
to resolve, put yourself in the presence of God and ask yourself, What would the 
founder do? And then act accordingly' ." 

On March 23, 1994, the day of Don Alvaro's death, Don Javier Echevarria, the 
present Prelate of Opus Dei, summed up his work as head of Opus Dei in these 
words: "His period of governing Opus Dei has been a beautiful one. For many 
reasons, it has been a marvelous adventure. He had to preserve the witness of 
a saint, and he accepted the challenge (if 1 may put it this way) by moving ahead 
with the same gracefulness, rhythm and energy that always characterized our 
Founder." 
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Favors granted through the intercession of 
Bishop Alvaro del Portillo, the first successor 
of the Founder of Opus Dei 

On time 
September 6, 2011 

Lagos as expected is a metropolitan 
city and sometimes getting to a 
destination on time could be quite 
bad because of unpredictable traffic. 1 
have always gone to his intercession in 
these circumstances and have arrived 
very much on time as well. 

At other times it is getting a cab or bus 
to destinations that had been rather 
difficult - Don Alvaro has never failed 
after going to his intercession! 

In the same way, l've gone to his intercession several times when it was obvious 
that it would rain; a simple prayer: "Please, Don Alvaro, pray for me that this rain 
would not fall, at least let me get home first". Those words had always worked it 
out - the heaven kept still; the dark cloud soon disappears being blown by heavy 
winds! Even when it had already started to drizzle, it only continuas in such 
manner until 1 got to my destination - and as a sign that he had intervened, l've 
witnessed heavy downpour just after reaching my destination. 

He likes to be challenged in very difficult situations; at least that is what l've made 
out from experience of dealing with him. l've met him personally when he carne 
to Nigeria (Nov. 1989) and he received me in an audience - he had a great aura 
of holiness; ali his lite is testimony of it. Try him. 

V.P., Nigeria 

Adventures in a Mimosa Tree 
June 3, 2009 

My mother suggested 1 cut sorne generous branches of mimosa in bloom to 
take home to my house as the scent is very beautiful. So 1 climbed a ladder to 
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cut sorne branches off the tree, but was a 
bit too ambitious and 1 slipped and tell off 
the ladder landing in a bush, which broke, 
and my fall! 

1 wasn't badly hurt, but as 1 tell a branch 
brushed against my eye, dislodging a 
contact lens. The gardener had been 
working the day befare and had covered 
the ground underneath the tree with little 
wood chips and other stuff, so 1 knew from 

www bishopalvarodelportillo. wordpress. com 

the start that it would take a miracle to find my lens again, especially as 1 could 
only see out of one eye - l'm practically blind without my lenses! 1 thought, 'Don 
Alvaro, this is your chance!' and said as much of his novena as 1 could remember, 
while 1 was searching far it. 1 promised him 1 would write it down if he helped me. 
Within about one minute, 1 found 1 was looking straight at the lens, just in front of 
my feet. 1 am truly grateful to Don Alvaro. 1 know this is just another contact-lens 
story, but far me it is a real miracle. 

E. C., England 

He never lets me down 
June 6, 2009 

1 had a growth on the uterus that had to be extirpated. Not only might it develop 
into a cancer, but it was causing me to become anemic because of frequent 
hemorrhages. On the day 1 was supposed to have the operation something 
unexpected occurred which prevented the operation from taking place. 1 prayed to 
Don Alvaro that the growth would simply disappear. Within a month the symptoms 
stopped, and when 1 went back to the doctor far a sean, he gave me the good 
news that the growth had vanished. From that day on 1 have felt perfectly well. 1 
know that it was Don Alvaro who healed me. 

My mother was diagnosed with cancer of the uterus. lt was a great shock to the 
whole family, because the doctors could not tell how far the cancer had spread. 
Once again 1 prayed through Don Alvaro's intercession. My mother had a CAT 
sean , which showed clearly that there was no metastasis. 1 am very grateful to 
Don Alvaro and pray the prayer-card to him every day befare 1 start work. He 
never lets me down. 

P.C. V., Portugal 

25 

Biblioteca Virtual Josemaría Escrivá de Balaguer y Opus Dei



. -- ,-

Don Alvaro always helps me 

August 9, 2011 

Here is to describe the details of the events that 
led me closer to Don Alvaro, but also to share with 
you the intercession that he did for my husband 
G.and l. 

March 2010 - the washing machine in our 
apartment in Vancouver, BC, Ganada overflowed, 
causing water leak into the apartment below us (we 
found out because the resident knocked on their 
ceiling/our floor to bring the leak into our attention). 
My husband G. went downstairs to check with 
them, and the residents in that unit simply told him 
"oh, it's okay". So, we left it at that and didn't think 
much of it after (although G. was quite worried that 
we'll be in trouble somehow, 1 reassured him to 
stop worrying especially because our unit didn't 
face any structural damage, and that the residents 
in the apartment below us said they were fine). 

July 2010 - 1 gota call from our landlord (surprisingly!). He asked if 1 knew about 
a water leak that originated in the washer area of our unit in March 201 O. 1 told 
him "Yes, the washing machine leaked water while it was being used:' 1 also told 
him that G. checked with the residents and they said it was fine. 1 also added that 
we subsequently used the machine without further incident. Then the landlord 
said, "Yes, uhuh .. Because there is a bill now from the strata charging us of the 
damage repairs made to the unit below as a result of this water leakage. And the 
bill is quite big, it is $7,200cdn". Terrified by the news, 1 replied shakingly, "Well, 
as far as 1 know we didn't do anything different when we used the machine that 
day. Additonally, the machine is fine now:· Again he said , "Well. .. Okay we'll have 
to see." And that's how our telephone conversation that day ended. 

After receiving this news, 1 became worried that G. and 1 may have to pay for this 

bill in the end. 

Later, G. mentioned to me that his worries back in March 201 O was stemming 
from the fact that something like this would happen. And there it was. 

1 immediately shared our predicament with my sister M. , who back then was 
living in Toronto, and she advised, without hesitation or whatsoever, that 1 start 
praying to Don Alvaro ... to pray to him and make a deal with him on conditions 
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such as: 

that if we didn't have to pay this bill , then the money that we would've used 
otherwise, will be donated towards the projects of Opus Dei instead. 

She also said to perhaps tell him this: "Look Father, instead of paying for this 
damage repairs , we will instead give the money to fund your projects ( . .. )." 

1 said , "Well , okay. That'll be good!" lt was a win-win situation. 

August 201 O - 1 received a letter in the mail from our landlord stating the water 
leak incident as 1 described above, and with the statement: "We are informing you 
that this [payment of $7,200 to the strata] is the responsibility of the tenants." 

September 2010 - with the help of my father, G. and 1 wrote a letter back to the 
landlord stating to re-direct their claim to their insurance company (continuing 
to pray to Don Alvaro that this will be the end of this ordeal. And that if not, to 
remember "our deal") 

November 201 O - our landlord wrote back saying that they do not have insurance 
coverage; adding also that even if they had insurance, they will not necessarily 
cover the expense, because the person found liable for the incident would have 
to incur the cost (referring to us, in that we are liable, and so we should be 
paying). 

In that letter, the landlord also informed us that they submitted a "resolution 
hearing case" to the housing ministry. And that the case hearing is set for -
March 11 , 2011 at 0900h (yes, March 11 - Don Alvaro's birthday). 

Again, 1 informed my sister M., who was already in Rome at that time, about this. 
She advised that 1 continue to pray, and remind Don Alvaro of the deal we made 
back in September, which was, 

1. to use the money instead to fund his projects - although this time specifically 
in the building of Britannia Beach Conference Centre in Squamish, BC; 

But also adding that we would also be able to use sorne of the money to 

2. visit her (ie. M. herself) in Rome, and to, most importantly, 

3. Thank Don Alvaro personally during our visit there. 

So since November 201 O, much more so, 1 continued to pray (hard) to Don 
Alvaro. 1 also already donated a small amount of money ( . .. ) despite the full deal 
not being completed yet. G. and 1 also decided to move out of the apartment and 
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live in my father's condominium ( ... ). 

March 11, 2011 - at 0850h- 1 pulled out Don Alvaro's card , greeted him Happy 
Birthday, and prayed to him with the full intention of asking for his help (which was 
critically needed in that next hour or so during our case hearing) . 1 also showed 
the card to my husband G., and asked him to pray it. 1 then put the card on the 
table in front of us during our hearing. 

The hearing started right at 0900h ... and after mu ch deliberation from the landlord 
and us, the tenants, it ended half an hour later. At the end, the judge said , "Ok. 
Both parties should hear about the decision by next week, Friday the latest." 

Ahhh! More waiting. 1 really just wanted to finish this ordeal! 

Well , as has been going on already, my daily prayer to Don Alvaro continued. 
Perhaps this was a way for me to get closer to h1m (rightly so, because as 1 recall 
now, 1 mentioned to a member of Opus Dei that 1 seem to be more "connected" 
and drawn closer to Don Alvaro these past few months). 

March 16, 2011 - Wednesday, 5:30pm. G. carne home with a letter from the 
judge/housing ministry on his hand. A letter that he had been waiting to open until 
he saw me. So, we opened the letter together, and slowly he flipped the pages, 
and 1, out of my anxiousness, said "Oh Don Alvaro" then , clumsily and more 
hastenly scanned and flipped through the pages, looking for what the verdict was 

from the judge. 

Ultimately, the judge stated that she was not convinced that the water leak from 
the washing machine was due to our negligence. Therefore, we cannot be held 
liable for it. She pretty much dismissed the case of our landlord against us­
meaning we wouldn't have to pay for the $7,200!!!! 

All thanks to the intercession of Don Alvaro! 

M.L.L., Richmond, Canada 
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"Large families are a witness to faith" 

Addressing the crowd after his general audience on February 15, Benedict 
XVI said that "large families are a witness to faith, and a source of wealth 
and hope for the entire country." 

February 15, 2012 

"In today's social environment, 
families with many children are 
a witness to faith, courage and 
optimism, because without children 
there is no future." 

The Pope addressed these words 
to representatives from the ltalian 
National Association of Large 
Families who were attending his 
general audience this morning. 
The families present there cheered 
enthusiastically at these words 

"I hope", Benedict XVI continued , 
"that adequate social and legislative 
measures will continue to be 
promoted to support and protect 
larger families, who are a source 
of wealth and hope for the entire 
country." 

Benedict XVI also recalled the fact that yesterday marked the feast of Sts. Cyril 
and Methodius, the patrons of Europe. "May their witness help you to be apostles 
of the Gospel , the leaven for authentic renewal in personal , family and social 
lite." 
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www.josemariaescriva.info {Testimonies) 

Living with an angel on earth. His burden is not 
heavy 
l'm Isabel Merino. l've been in Opus Dei for 25 years. l'm married with four 

children. 

December 6, 2011 

Our youngest son, lnigo, was born on April 
13, 2008. There were complications with the 
pregnancy, and 1 was hospitalized in the high­
risk unit. One of the ultrasound scans showed 
that our baby had severe heart problems. We 
knew there was a 50-50 chance he would be 
born with sorne syndrome. 

For the rest of the pregnancy 1 kept 
remembering how St Josemaria said, "lf 
troubles come, you can be sure they are a 
proof of the Fatherly love God has for you" 
(The Forge, no. 815). 

Nobody, not even 1 as his mother, wanted the best for our baby more than God 

did. 

A few hours after he was born, we were told (and it was later confirmed by a 
chromosome test) that our son had Down Syndrome! 

All those prayers, all that praying, all that begging God for our baby's health ... 
had it all gone for nothing? No! All that praying helped us to accept with joy the 
arrival of a special son, and to trust in God! All those prayers were heard, and 
at 5 months, lnigo carne through a life-or-death heart operation. God heard our 
prayers, and today our son is 3 years old and he fills us with happiness as we 
share our lives together day by day. 

1 have meditated a lot on something St Josemaria says in The Way " Accepting 
the will of God wholeheartedly is a sure way of finding joy and peace: 
happiness in the Cross. Then we realize that Christ's yoke is sweet and that 
his burden is not heavy" (no. 758). 

1 feel so lucky as his mother, and the whole family feels lucky too. 1 have to 
recognize that ever since lnigo was born 1 have felt closer to God, living as 1 do 
with an angel on earth. 1 am more convinced every day that God leads us by the 
hand, and if we trust him he never lets us down. 

30 

wwwopusdei. org (News) 

Dora holds special importance for Opus Dei 
Dora del Hoyo was the first numerary assistant. An interview with Javier 
Medina, who has written a brief biography entitled "A Lighted Lamp." 

February 08, 2012 

Why did you decide to write about Dora del Hoyo? Did you know her 
personally? 

1 didn't have the good fortune of meeting Dora. 1 have gotten to know her through 
the written accounts of her life from several women who lived with her during 
her years in Rome. Reading those accounts, 1 discovered a rich and attractive 
personality, and felt prompted to make her life known to others. So 1 started 
writing this book. 

Dora is on the left. 

What was Dora's connection to the Founder of Opus Dei? 

Dora was the first numerary assistant in Opus Dei. St. Josemaría found in 
this spiritual daughter of his a faithful and dedicated woman with great human 
gifts, who always knew how to say yes to God. That's why she holds special 
importance for Opus Dei. The book refers to domestic work as a real profession. 
How does that apply to Dora? In regard to work, the term "profession" designates 
occupations that require a high level of specific capabilities; anda "professional" is 
a person whose actions reflect a high degree of competence. All the testimonies 
about her life concur in affirming that Dora carried out her domestic work with the 
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competence of a first-class professional. She mastered every aspect of that work 

and exercised it at the highest level. 

Is this type of professional work still relevant today? 

Fr. Javier Medina, author 
of the biography 

One often hears the complaint today that the world 
is becoming ever more de-humanized. At the same 
time, we would ali like to see more agreement, more 
solidarity, more understanding among people. How can 
we achieve this? Certainly there is no single remedy. 
But in my opinion, if we want social relations to improve, 
we have to begin with the most basic unit-the family. 

Young people-and in fact everyone-need the warmth 
of a home. And if they fail to find it, it becomes very 
difficult to learn how to relate to others in a truly human 

way. 

From that perspective, it is evident that homemakers like 
Dora play a very important role in the weli-being of society. Those who govern 
need to be convinced of this reality and give a strong impetus to the work of those 
who exercise this profession-as a fundamental investment in society's future. 

What is especially notable about Dora's personality? 

lf 1 were to mention just one characteristic, without a doubt it would be her love 
for God and neighbor. She was a woman with a great heart. 

Sorne testimonies cited in the book recall Dora as a heroic woman in the 
midst of a very ordinary lite. What sort of heroism was it? 

Christian heroism does not mean doing what is "the most difficult" or "the greatest." 
lt takes place in ordinary life, the consequence of a love shown continualiy in 
apparently smali details. That's how Dora lived: taking care of others, out of 

love. 

(The biography, "Una luz encendida," is available from Palabra publishers in 

Madrid.) 
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Prelate asks for testimonies regarding Dora 
del Hoyo's Cause of Canonization 

On October 11, 2011, Bishop Javier Echevarría made public a document 
calling for those who knew the first numerary assistant in Opus Dei to make 
known any information relevant to opening her Cause of Canonization. 

November 07, 2011 

Bishop Javier Echevarría Rodriguez, Pre/ate, to al/ 
the faithfu/ of the Pre/ature of the Ho/y Cross and 
Opus Dei 

lmmediately after the death of Dora del Hoyo, on 
January 1 O, 2004, clear signs began to appear of 
the strong and widespread reputation for holiness 
enjoyed by the first numerary assistant in Opus 
Dei. Since that date 1 have received hundreds of 
written and signed accounts sent spontaneously 
by faithful of the Prelature who lived with Dora and 
by other persons who knew her. These amply attest 
to her exemplary Christian life. 

Beca use of these testimonies, we feel compelied to continue the investigation. After 
having taken the steps foreseen by the current norms, 1 have concluded that 
conditions are present to introduce the Cause of canonization for Salvadora del 
Hoyo Alonso (Dora). 

Therefore, 1 invite ali the faithful of the Prelature of the Holy Cross and Opus Dei 
to consider whether they have anything useful to report concerning this Cause, 
both favorable and unfavorable to it, as weli as anything she may have written or 
documents that refer to her person and deeds, and that they make them known 
with fuli freedom, so as to enable the investigation to go forward to a final result 
that wili make the truth completely clear. 

Rome, October 11, 2011 

+JAVIER ECHEVARRÍA 

Msgr. Ernst Burkhart, Chancelier of the prelatic curia 
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www.josemariaescriva.info (Readers Write) 

Favors granted through the intercession of 
St. Josemaria Escriva 

No children arrived 

Set to divorce 

We had been married for tour years and after a 
miscarriage no children arrived. One day my husband 
and 1 decided to pray the prayer-card of St. Josemaria 
every night asking him to intercede for us to be 
parents. After three months 1 became pregnant and 
our son José was born on September 14. 1 stili pray 
every day for St. Josemaria's protection for my family 
and for him to help us always to love God's Will. Thank 

you , St. Josemaria! 

C. P., Spain 

February 13, 2012 

My son and his wife were already set to divorce. 
Their two smali sons 5 and 2 were of course suffering 
the consequences. 1 prayed to St. Josemaria. He 
answered within days. My son and his wife are happy 
now. The big difference is of course the two little boys. 

You can see how happy they are. 

J.R.I , USA 

February 9, 2012 
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1 was making arrangements for a family we knew 
to come and spend their holidays in our house. 
Our government is currently very reluctant to grant 
permission for foreigners to stay in the country, 
especialiy if their country of origin has been the 
source of considerable recent iliegal immigration. 
With a lot of difficulty and hard work 1 got ali sorts 
of documents together, and the family that was 
going to come and stay had to do the same in their 

country, get it processed by their Ministry for Foreign Affairs and the Embassy, 
and then send it to me. When 1 finaliy presented myself at the office that was 
handling the application, the official went carefuliy through ali the documentation 
and told me that one document was missing. 1 had gone over the list very many 
times and could not understand how 1 could have left out a document. lt was 
no trivial matter, because to get the new document required, we would have 
to begin the whole process again practically from the beginning in the family's 
country of origin , with an outlay of time and money that simply were not feasible. 
Back at home, 1 went over the list of required documents again, and realized 
that 1 had not included the said document because it did not in fact apply in this 
case. However, to try and persuade the official to admit that he was mistaken 
was going to be an almost impossible task. Yet it was the only thing 1 could do. 1 

decided to go back the next day, with the intention of getting them not to ask me 
for the document they had stated was required. 

1 didn't have nine days to do a novena to St Josemaria, but 1 needed his help. 
The whole way there in the metro, 1 said the prayer of the prayer-card again and 
again , including the Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be. 1 had said it nine times 
over without stopping by the time 1 got to the office in question. 

The official who saw me was a different one, and a very friendly person. When 
he asked me for that particular document 1 explained that it did not apply in 
this case, and he agreed straight away that 1 was right. He passed the whole 
dossier of papers for processing, and he cannot have discussed the case 
with his colieague, because 1 received the approval within the time limit. 
1 realize that this story seems very trivial compared with cures, conversions and 
rescues from danger, but the solution of this question seemed highly problematic 
to me and 1 am as grateful to St Josemaria, to whom 1 attribute its successful 
outcome, as though it were a realiy major affair. 

J.L.G.M., Spain 
January 26, 2012 
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My son wouldn't eat 

www.josemariaescriva.info (Readers Write) 

My 22-month son wouldn't eat, 1 prayed, nothing 
happened. 1 promised St. Josemaria that if my baby 
started eating 1 would publish the favor. Thank God, my 
son is now eating normally. Thank you St. Josemaria 
for this and many other favors received. 

Honduras 
January 23, 2012 

He heard me in my most difficult times 

1 have always prayed through St Josemaria's 
intercession, but the favors he has recently obtained 
for me from God are overwhelming. 1 was on the 
point of losing my home, but it was saved at the last 
minute. 1 found a job. My son who had walked out 
carne back after tour years. My marriage is going 
well, and for ali of this 1 am immensely grateful to St 
Josemaria: in my most difficult times, he heard my 
petitions. Many thanks. 

L. J. , Puerto Rico 
January 21 , 2012 
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The Redeeming Value of Forgiveness 

October 24, 2011 

By Dr. Bernardo M. Villegas published in Manila Bulletin Publishing 
Corporation 

MANILA, Philippines - Movie goers of the sixties and seventies in the last 
century were captivated by the big-screen, spectacular photography of the late 
director David Lean. 

My own generation 
relished such 
blockbusters as The 
Bridge on the River 
Kwai , Lawrence of 
Arabia , Dr. Zhivago, 
and Passage to India, 
which were all directed 
by David Lean who 

Charlie Cox, Roland Joffe, Wes Bentley passed away in 1991. 
Then, in the same 

tradition of epic films followed the movies directed by two-time Academy Award­
nominee Roland Joffe: The Mission, The Killing Fields, and City of Joy. 

There was, however, a major value added that Joffe contributed to the big 
screen. In all his successful films, there was always a big dosage of symbolism 
capturing the ever continuing human struggle to overcome evil with heroic acts 
of virtue. 

The newest film of Joffe is "There Be Dragons," an epic tale of revolutionaries 
and saints in a time of a most bloody civil war in which half a million people, 
perhaps more, were killed in a fraticidal war lasting almost tour years. lt is also 
a story of love and heroism amidst jealousy, hatred, and violence, and a very 
powerful drama of the power of forgiveness to break the enslaving chains of 
past sins. 

As described in a movie guide published in the website www.josemariaescriva. 
info, "There Be Dragons" tells the story of London-based investigative journalist 
Robert Torres, who visits Spain to research a book about Josemaria Escriva 
and discovered to his great surprise that his estranged father, Manolo would 
turn out to be his most promising but least cooperative source. 
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The truth slowly unravels when 
Robert begins to unearth his father's 
toxic secrets. He learns that Manolo 
was not only born in the same 
Spanish town in Northern Spain 
as Josemaria, but that they were 
childhood friends and attended the 
same seminary. 

The two men took radically different 
Wes Bentley as Manolo p a t h s i n 1 i fe , w i t h J o se m a r i a 

dedicating his life to serve God in founding Opus Dei, a way of sanctification 
in daily work and in the fulfillment of the ordinary duties of a Christian, while 
Manolo gets caught in the whirlwind of the brutal and tumultuous Spanish civil 

war. 

As Robert continues to unearth the intricacies of Josemaria's life and Manolo's 
mysterious anger and coldness as a father, their overlapping journeys are 
revealed with the truths and sorrows of their past choices. The ghosts, the 
"dragons" in Manolo's life are finally exorcised with one last opportunity of 
forgiveness. 

lntertwined with other strong spiritual messages, the main theme of the 
movie is the redeeming value of forgiveness, more for the benefit of the one 
forgiving than for the one forgiven. Joffe, who describes himself as a "wobbly 
agnostic," was convinced to take on the assignment of directing the movie by 
the outstanding example of a forgiving spirit that he saw in St. Josemaria who 
always preached that "Love, more than in giving, is in understanding." 

The first time Joffe was offered a script about the life of Josemaria Escriva, he 
showed no interest. 

What changed his mind was a DVD of the founder of Opus Dei in which a 
Jewish girl had consulted St. Josemaria in a public gathering with thousands in 
the audience about her wish to convert to Christianity. Her problem was that her 
parents were opposed to her conversion . Escriva replied that the greatest love 
of his life was Jewish and that God valued and honored her parents. 

Joffe, the adopted son of the Jewish British sculptor Jacob Epstein, was 
amazed at the humanity of that reply. As he later said: "St. Josemaria put 
himself in her place and he put himself in her parents' place; and he understood 
the full humanity of the position she was in. 
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He recognized this was 
a life dilemma that will 
involve , as love does, a 
sacrifice on somebody's 
behalf, but that sacrifice 
can only be chosen. God 
does not ask that people 
come to Him treading on 
others." 

www.josemariaescriva.info (t:Jews) 

lmpressed by the 
openness of St. Josemaria 
to the human and spiritual 
needs of others, Joffe 
a g re e d to d i re c t a f i 1 m Saint Josemaria 's answer to the Jewish girl 

on the Saint, but on the 
condition that he would write his own script. 

After many months of research- reading everything available about St. 
Josemaria and the Spanish civil war, as well as talking to people who had 
known him - he sat down to pen an epic drama in which Josemaria was one 
of a number of significant characters faced with profound choices in situations 
of extreme stress. Joffe was most interésted in the effect of holiness in a time of 
war. 

What he read about St. Josemaria's exemplary behaviour during the civil war 
did not disappoint him. 

"There Be Dragons" -offers a very timely message in today's world still torn 
with numerous civil strifes especially in the Middle East, South Asia, and Africa. 
The movie's title comes from original Latin words which were found on medieval 
maps indicating unexplored territory. 

Hic sunt dracones refers to the experiences in life which cause people to 
suffer and to react in varying ways. According to Joffe, only by acknowledging 
and dealing with those "dragons," can we avoid the cycle of vengeance and 
dehumanization which so marked the twentieth century and continue to today's 
world. 

Joffe captures well the deeply Christian example given by St. Josemaria to the 
people around him, especially during the Spanish civil war: " 1 think that's what 
Josemaria was teaching, again and again, to people going through anguishing 
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experiences to connect to the 
humanity not only of those 
who are suffering but also to 
those who are causing them 
to suffer." 

Every Christian must be heroic 
enough to imitate the dying 
Christ when he uttered these 
words: "Father, forgive them . . . 
f th k t h t th 

Charlle Cox is Josemana Escriva in There Be Dragons 
or ey now no w a ey 

are doing." The first Christian 
martyr, St. Stephen, echoed exactly the same words. 
(e-mail address : bernardo.villegas@uap.asia.) 
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"There be Dragons" Poster 
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Guestbook 

No more discussion of divorce 

"Gentleman: 1 am writing to thank you for having made this film. A few weeks 
ago 1 called a friend of mine to tell him that my wife and 1 had decided to divorce. 
We have a daughter. This friend told me: "Before you do that, you have to watch 
There Be Dragons." 1 went to see the movie with my wife, accompanied by this 
friend. We. left the theater crying and unable to speak. We spent all that night 
talking about it, because we realizad that the problem was not in our relationship 
as husband and wife, but that we had not been able to identify and overcome 
our own inner dragons. The real problems were in each one of us. So we have 
decided to focus our struggles on that, to overcome our dragons, and not to talk 
about divorce any more. We have also decided to try to have a new child." 

-- Enrique Lorenzo, Madrid (Spain), April 20, 2011 

1 disconnected from God when my sister died 

"I just saw There Be Dragons and 1 need to write to you right away. 1 have indeed 
found "my dragons." 1 felt that 1 was totally reflectad in the character of Manolo: 
1 felt his rage when my 15 year-old sister was taken from this world. 1 felt that 
rejection toward God because my sister was the purest thing that existed in this 
world: a good student, generous, affectionate, self-sacrificing, always cheerful, 
ready to pull you out of your little daily drama with a dance or a joke ... and she 
had to be taken away ... Why, if she was only 15? Weren't there enough terrorists 
in the world to send them a cancer like my sister's? The best persons should 
stay on earth, like Josemaría, to give a little kindness to the world. Why does 
God want my sister in heaven, which is already full of goodness? But seeing the 
development of Manolo's character in the movie, 1 have decided to turn my eyes 
to God. The film 1 saw yesterday stirred something inside me that was silenced at 
that time. lt has re-awakened what 1 have not felt since 1 was 18 years-old when 
1 was very religious and was very practicing. Now 1 have found my dragons and 
l'm going to tace them. Thank you for this movie!" 

--Ana A., March, 29, 2011 
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Mother and daughter again after 18 years 

"I wish to thank Mr. Roland Joffé very much for this film . 1 am 41 years-old and 
have gone 18 years without talking to my mother, because when 1 was 23 and 
she 43, she had a personal relation with the man who was my boyfriend at that 
time. l've had a miserable life hating her ever since. 1 have never understood that, 
as the film says, when you forgive , it frees someone: yourself. 1 have lived all 
these years unhappy being a slave to this, because 1 had not forgiven my mother, 
even though she asked for my pardon many times. Now 1 have forgiven her and 
we are mother and daughter again . And l'm happy once again. Thank you once 

more." 

---Lucía Morales, April 3, 2011 

My daughter has come back to home ... and to God 

"Good morning. 1 am writing you because yesterday a man who comes to my 
parish told me that that his daughter had left home sorne time ago. A few months 
later she carne back home because she had run out of money, but she carne with 
a bad attitude. This weekend she went to a multiplex theater and, by mistake, 
saw There Be Dragons. When she left the movie , she went straight to a church 
and went to confession. At home she apologized to her parents and now she is 
a different girl , totally new. This gentleman asked me to write to thank you for 
making this film. He was excited and happy." 

--Rafael, Majadahonda (Spain), April 15, 2011 

Priests are good persons? 

"Two Goths (who wear black, carry chains and like morbid things) were at a 
multiplex movie theater on Friday. Reading the list of movies they discovered 
There Be Dragons, and thinking that it was a movie about Merlin and swords and 
so on , they bought tickets. When the film ended and the theater emptied out, 1 
saw that they were not moving from their seats. 1 asked them how they had liked 
the movie. "Too much ," replied one. "We never imagined that priests were such 

good people." 

-Sean, April 13, 2011 
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1 leave wanting to be a better person 

"Thank you, Roland Joffé. You have managed that a person, at the end of the 
film , is left with desires to be a better person and with the clear idea that it is not 
worth letting yourself be carried away by your passions. To behave in a decent, 
human way will at times lead to suffering , and acting badly perhaps has sorne 
advantages and saves you sorne blows in life ... but it is not worth it. Thank you 
for this beautiful film." 

-José lgnacio,.Madrid (Spain), March 30, 2011 

Confession of the woman in the park scene 

1 particularly liked the scene in the movie where Josemaria was hearing the 
confession of a woman, seated together on a park bench. When she offered a 
"safe" place for him to stay (her one-room apartment), he was very kind to her but 
also very clear and firm in rejecting immediately the obvious occasion of sin. This 
scene sends a powerful message to everyone (both confessors and penitents) 
not to be naive in thinking that "we're strong enough to handle the situation" but 
to be humble enough to recognize our human weakness and prudent enough to 
avoid situations which could be potentially dangerous to our souls. 

- Fr. Greg Coyne 05.29.2011 

A Journey Towards Forgiveness 

l've been trying to forgive my mother all my life for the physical and emotional 
abuse 1 endured during my childhood. The damage continued during a semester 
living with her in Indonesia, when she so boldly stated that she 'never wanted 
me'. 1 believe that to have been the worst blow. When she passed away in Oct 
'97, despite her abuse, 1 flew half way across the globe to try to 'save her, heal 
her'. My mission was in vain, but 1 did learn so much more about her, that she 
had had an affair, while married to my father. A man that we knew, as 1 later put 
together with memories of having been taken to his house, or to the pool with 
him. Now that 1 am 38 years old, the pain from those memories, those words was 
so raw that 1 broke last summer. On May 6 the topic of my therapy session was 
finding a way to forgive her, and that night 1 saw There Be Dragons. 1 chose to ask 
for St. Josemaria's intercessions, and since then , 1 have had nothing but good 
memories of her. 1 AM FREE of my dragon!!! 

-- Cynthia 05.23.2011 
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Great Movie 

1 was given the opportunity to watch the movie with my sister and 1 have to thank 
her for thinking of me. 1 don't believe 1 would have gone to see it on my own. l'm 
happy to know the history of Jose Maria Escriva. lt has made me curious to learn 
and read more about him. Thank you Joanna! 

-- Tania /barra 05.12.2011 

Family changed 

1 have a friend whose son invited one of his friends to see the movie. This 
teenager (a non-practicing Catholic) and his whole family were passing through 
difficult times with many infights, etc. After seeing the movie, this teenager took 
his whole family to see the movie the following day. After seeing the movie, 
the whole family decided to examine their situation and start working seriously 
towards the improvement of the family situation. 

-- José 05.11.2011 

God guides us in life 

1 believe GOD guided me to go watch this movie. 1 just decided to go see an 
action movie Fast Five at the last minute, no friends could go with me, but 1 
went by myself anyway and it was the only movie playing late. Once 1 read the 
summary and notice the religious aspect, 1 went for it. Then 1 realized that the 
message was about forgiveness while 1 was just having a talk with a friend about 
forgiving somebody who was acting wrong with me. 1 was really moved by the 
whole coincidence and how God guide us in life. Thank you. 

--Zack 05.10.2011 
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