when after the death of the Pontift he was hoping to retire to his native
Germany to dedicate himself to prayer and study. But God had other
plans.

The figure of Benedict XVI is often contrasted with that of Francis, even
speaking of a rupture. Do you share this vision?

Each Pope, each pontificate has its own style. This diversity is a
richness, different than a rupture, through a full and clear continuity in all
that is essential in the Church. Benedict XVI has been ready to step aside
when he saw this as necessary, to serve the Church and the Pope with his
silent prayer. And a few days ago, Pope Francis himself recalled in an
interview that he visited him frequently and that he was edified by his
transparent look, his contemplation and good humor, and that he admired
his intelligence and deep spiritual life.
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“A Reason for Thanksgiving,” Mundo
Cristiano, Madrid, Spain (April, 2023)

'The sixtieth anniversary of the birth of Mundo Cristiano is a reason to
give thanks. The magazine has been present without interruption in the
homes of many families during these past six decades. It has reported on
many current events, as well as new developments in books, movies, shows,
theater and music. And it has guided and offered cultural criteria in these
areas with a perspective consistent with the Catholic faith.

It is well known that it was St. Josemaria Escrivd, founder of Opus Dei,
who inspired Mundo Cristiano as a publication with evangelizing and
apostolic aims. The initiator of the magazine, Javier Ayesta, and the first
editor, Fr. Jestus Urteaga, accepted his suggestion in the early 1960s to
create a publication for the general public with Christian inspiration. It is
wonderful to see how Mundo Cristiano continues in the same spirit with
which it began. But it is even more remarkable to consider the good that
this work has done during these years.
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I think of so many families, schools and associations of various types,
where young and old have grown up and matured with a copy of the
magazine on the table or on the shelf, which has helped them to have, on
important current issues, a point of view focused on truth and the defense
of freedom.

Noting the good that the magazine is doing, it is only just to highlight,
first of all, the efforts of the Palabra publishing house, which since it
bought the masthead from the now defunct SARPE publishing house at

the end of the seventies, has overseen the publication of the magazine.

Secondly, we should highlight the professional work of the journalists
and other persons who have dedicated their energies and efforts to
producing a magazine that lives up to its original aim. Thirdly, for many
reasons, the loyalty of the subscribers, who have made this initiative a

reality.
We have a duty to give thanks to all of them, and first of all to God

who in his Providence has enabled us to carry out this important service for
so many decades. I ask you now that Mundo Cristiano may continue its
voyage in this exciting sea of the media, with the desire to continue guiding
and entertaining thousands of families. This is a noble task that is always
necessary.
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Talk on the Sanctification of Work, Roman
College of Holy Mary, Rome (February 17,
2023)

I am reminded of how our Father spoke of work as “the hinge of our
sanctification,” [1 around which everything revolves. And together with
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