of a burning house in which three firenian
fecling an urgent need to pray
crnen's fives, she spends several
fours i praver. she discovers, days later,
that one of thesy e in her pravers was a
cos husband. [n another story, &
aibe wath voung children builds a cross
frant two old telephone poles, adding
Frowye thady mountain home
the entive copmsunity, Years later,
whuers the coupies adolt daughter, recently
widdowed. returns home for Christmas, she
that h\ cress be Hghted, Yt after w
srustraning dav of working with the old,
(wl\un/um»n SHUIPIENT Lo 1Y 1o light
fanily gives up, The mother
prays Loy on fo. asking God to
e g speial way that night,
g iu v hushand kicks the power
o s trustration. the Hghts come on, in
sptte of the broken equipment. Fo this
Jdavs the vross Behts up automatically évery
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RELIGION AND THE AMERICAN

EXPERIENCE:

A Social and Cufturat History.
Daesald € swrie M
Pty N

2. Sharpe, $66.493

SAG-T] 3RS paper

Ul st Ridegiond Flistory)

St waives abive that \L ices reli-
200 vears of Ameri-
Fhoe awthor addresses the
cosssrlorable diveraity oF American religion
s of numeroas subplets. n these
sits, Swlil explores such opies as “Farly
Refigion,” “Native Ameri:
wornen, the Churches, and
ament. THevand the Mainstream:
rarsts, Natvisimand Colteral Contlict”

Fundamentabists vs, Moderists” On
the o Fand, Switt succeeds 1o offering a
chear overview of the historical development
of At eligion, wnd his writing isacees-
s audiences. On the other hand,
in e introedocton that “lexa-
fevils of education do not reflect
y o importancs of religion as o
unde: \lmsdtnu. American culture,
ities, aned socieny” s g sweeping cdaim for
which he does notetter
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bat bis own book does not satis-
atoridy romed

iy, Mereover, beeause the book
woont o bvtare notes 1 flows awkwardly
Hloo olion scants its treatment of the past
the present. In the end. Swifl'y
fivtle 1o distinguish it from equally
weoinis that synthesize the same
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TURNING POINTS: Decisive
Moments in the History of Christianity
Mark A. Noll. Baker, $17.99 (320
ISBN O-80HRS778-7 (Christiarity/ Fis-
fory;
Based on his substantial experience
teaching the history of Christianity at
Wheaton College, Noll has organized the
formidable body of material that must be

included in any histovical survey of

Christianity around 12 turning point
the destruction of fernsalem (701 the
Council of Nicea (323}
Chalceden (45311 the Benedictine Rule
(340%; the coronation of Charlemagne
(800): the Great Schisor {10543; the Diet
of Warms (1521% the Eaglish Act of Su-
premacy {1534); the founding of the Je-
suits (13347 the conversion of John Wes-
ey (17381 the French Revolution
(178917991 and the Edinburgh Mis-
stomuy Confergnce {1910 Noll's mtro-
duction includes a cogent argument for
his approach as well as o candid recogni-
tivn that any selection of turning points
will exclude mportant events with equal-
fv valid claims as turning points. Noll's
treatment of the material is evenbanded.
engaging and Hluminating. This will bea
useful text for readers secking a Wistorical
framework within which o nnderstand
their Christian faith, {Nov)

OPUS DEl: Leadership and Vision in
Today's Catholic Church

Vittorip Messori, trans. by Geralid Mads-

bary. Reginery, §27 50 (186p) 1SBN0-

BYB26-450-1 (Christivaity! History)
Messard, who collaborated with Pope John
riud 11 on Cressing the Threshold of Hope, is
a sympathetic mouthpicce for one of the
most controversial organizations in
post-Vatican 11 Catholicisnt, Opus el is a
iy arganization within the Catholiv
church, According to Opus Dei'’s own state-
ments, its members “carry out their apos-
1olic work through the practice of their or-
dinary professional work.” Messori shmply
interviews representatives of Opus Det and
records their deseriptions of the organizs-
tion, Witham A Schatt, Opus Del’s diree-
tor of cotmunications, even contribytes
an introduction e the book. While Opus
3 has been oriticized by former members
{e.g., Maria del Carmen Tapia in Bevond
the Threshold, Continuum) for its secretive-
ness, its moral authoritarianism and its em-
phasis on the laity's ability o interpret
church doctrine and scripture for then-
selves. Messari does not take into account
such ariticisms. By letting the organization

Messori has produced a

speak for itself,
rather lifeless, unremarkable and unin-
sightful account of & controversial religious
arganizaton. {New !

Biblioteca Virtual Josemaria Escriva de Balaguer y Opus Dei

the Council of

MY BROTHER JOSEPH:
The Spirit of a Cardinat and the Story
of a Friendship

Eugene Kennedy, St Martin's, $17 95

U70prISBN 0-312-17 1188 {Reli-

g Biography)
Eogene Kennedy met Joseph Bernardin
i1 1967, in the bubbling aftermath of
Vatican i1 both were members of a pow-
erhouse panel that would study the
American priesthood. That initial meet-
ing sparked a elong friendslip between
the author and Chicage’s future Cardi-
nal, [t is Kenpedy's real kinship with
Bermardin that makes this book different
fromn the vsnat dashed-off celebrity hiog-
raphy, Through stories that are hoth
touchingly personal and historic, we
come to know and feel Bernardin's in-
tegrity, honesty and compassion.
Kennedy describes g man who rose from
simple beginnings o mational stature by
virtue of his virtues—{oremost among
which was his ability to wicld power re-
sponsibly by letting go of his own
self-tmterest, Kenmedy sees this Christiun
theme ol self~cmptying as the kev to
Berpardin's lite, the virtue that mnmuuf
the Cardinals personal and public strug-
ale with false accusations of yexual abuse
and with the knowledge of his certain
death from cancer. Keymedy also shows
the Bernardin who labored on public
policy issues and desired 1o “speak as a
moral force to the whole country,”
Kennedy's baok remtinds us how Joseph
Cardinal Bernardin Jid just that mat onke
in his writings but also in his very habi
of being. {Npv !

SELE AND SOUL:
A Woman’s Guide to Enhancing Self-
Esteern Through Spirituality

Adele Wileax. Daybreak, $19.95 (192p)

ISBN 0-87 398446~ X

{Christioniny Spirftality)
Wilcos, an ordained United Methodist
minister, has written a very useful guide
for wopen suffering from low self-es-
teern, which she savs is olten coused by o
constant drumbest of teachings that, she
savs, are oppressive and are inherent in
Christian religious tradition. Wilcox
challenges religions feachings that assert
that women have less value 1o societv and
the church than men by showing that
these teachings are sel dom grounded in
the original languages of the Bible, She
contends thay women played significant
roles ds missionaries, clergy and even or-
dained bishops in the early Christian
conumunities, Wileox tses what she calls
the “wisdom of spirituality” to counter
what she sees as the effects of traditional
Christian teachings on women's self-es-
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